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Farm Description
The Farm: On our farm we practice Shumei Natural Agriculture, farming in harmony with a nature without the use of chemicals, fertilizers or any additives. Our farm consists of 4 ½ acres and is located in the center of the Catskill Mountain Foundation’s Sugar Maples campus, a 130-acre studio arts school. The farm includes two 3,000 square foot greenhouses, two 1,500 square foot unheated hoop houses and is surrounded by a beautiful rustic cedar fence. It is one of three Natural Agriculture farms operating in the United States. The farm is located approximately 2.5 hours outside of New York City. To learn more about Shumei Natural Agriculture, visit www.shumei-na.org. 

The Fellowship: The Natural Agriculture Fellowship at the Catskill Mountain Foundation provides hands on learning as well as a philosophical and artistic approach to agriculture and sustainable living. Fellows will be involved in all aspects of Natural Agriculture as a way of food production and a way of living in harmony with nature. 

We are currently accepting fellows to participate in the fellowship program for 3 to 5 weeks* between July 6th thru August 15th or August 27th thru September 30th.

*Fellows may determine the start and end dates for the fellowship (minimum: 3 weeks, maximum: 5 weeks) using the application form (Ex: July 13~August 17, July 16~August 6).

Responsibilities: General farm work, planting, seeding, weeding, hoeing, harvesting, post harvest vegetable handling, CSA support and distribution, cleanup, building and grounds projects, and special farm projects. Fellows will also be expected to complete an art project related to their experience on our farm. The art project can be a video (eg. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtLO47GENkQ), creative writing, a series of paintings, drawings or photographs, or some other art project approved by the farm manager. Artistic ability and/or experience is not a requirement.  The art project is meant to be an opportunity for fellows to creatively express what they have learned from the fellowship.

Work Schedule: Fellows are expected to work 30 hours a week on the farm. Time must also be devoted to program activities, group discussions and work on final art project. Individual schedules will be arranged with Farm Manager, Kenji Ban. 

Volunteering Opportunities (optional): Fellows will also have an opportunity to learn more about the role of agriculture and the arts in the community through various volunteering positions at facilities run by CMF including the Fresh Harvest Café and Market, the Hunter Art Gallery and Book Store, the Orpheum Performing Arts theatre and the Hunter movie cinema. 

Compensation: This is an unpaid fellowship. CMF will provide housing and free admission to all Sugar Maples art courses during fellowship session if spaces are available and farming schedule permits. 

Housing: CMF will provide each fellow with a private room in shared house within close proximity to the farm. All utilities included and access to laundry facilities. CMF will provide a food budget for fellows but we suggest bringing some money for personal shopping.  

Training: No previous farming experience necessary.  We will provide farm training, gardening guidelines, access to videos and books on Natural Agriculture, sustainable living, food, environment, agriculture and climate change, as well as group discussions. 

Time off: Fellows will receive 2 days off per week. 2 personal days; sick time as needed and negotiated with the farmers. 

Organization: The Catskill Mountain Foundation (CMF) is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization founded in 1998. It has quickly become one of the most active cultural organizations in the Catskill Region. It operates a multi-theater film and performing arts center, a bookstore and art gallery, as well as a Natural Agriculture farm. CMF publishes the Catskill Mountain Region guide, which is a monthly magazine that focuses heavily on the arts in the region. To learn more, visit www.catskillmtn.org. 

