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The ArTs

robert s. Duncanson: The spiritual striving of the Freeman’s 
son at the Thomas Cole historic site
On May 1, 2011, the Thomas Cole National Historic Site opens Robert S. Duncanson: 
The Spiritual Striving of the Freeman’s Son, the first exhibition featuring the work of 
the nineteenth-century African-American landscape painter Robert S. Duncanson in 
many years, and the first exhibition of his work to appear on the east coast, even in his 
lifetime. The exhibition will bring the work of this Ohio artist to the home of Thomas 
Cole, the founder of the Hudson River School and major influence on Duncanson. 
This exhibition is the 8th annual presentation of 19th Century landscape paintings at 
the Thomas Cole site, fostering a discussion of the influence of Thomas Cole on Ameri-
can culture through a generation of artists known as the Hudson River School.
 Robert S. Duncanson was the first American landscape painter of African 
descent to gain international renown and occupies a critical position in the history of 
art. Widely celebrated for his landscape paintings, Duncanson began his career in the 
family trades of house painting and carpentry, before teaching himself art by painting 
portraits, genre scenes and still lifes. His success is remarkable as a “free person of color” 
descended from generations of mulatto tradesmen, to graduate from skilled trades and 
participate in the Anglo-American art community. 
 Duncanson’s turn to landscape as his subject was influenced by Thomas Cole 
in the late 1840s. Based in Cincinnati, Ohio, then the largest and most prosperous city 
in the western United States, Duncanson became the cornerstone of the Ohio River 

Valley regional landscape painting school and, according to the Cincinnati Gazette declared that he “enjoyed the enviable reputation of 
being the best landscape painter in the West.” Duncanson achieved his artistic success despite the oppressive restrictions that Anglo-
American society placed on him as an African-American, a “free person of color.” His paintings earned him international attention with 
especially high esteem bestowed on him by the art press in Canada and England. Canadians acknowledged Duncanson’s seminal role as 
“one of the earliest of our professional cultivators of the fine arts.” And, the critics of the London Art Journal praised him as possessing 
“the skill of a master,” whose paintings “may compete with any of the modern British school.”
 Duncanson adopted the style and metaphors of east coast landscape painting that depicted the “natural paradise” of the New 
World as a romantic symbol for the European settlers’ perceived covenant with God. But in so doing he also appropriated the art of 
landscape painting—both in subject and content—for African-American culture. In some of his paintings he subtly expressed the per-
spective of an African-American through his works. With a careful reading of his landscapes, we can begin to understand how Duncan-
son expresses his particular perspective. The grandson of a freedman, Duncanson’s artistic ambitions and the content of his paintings 
epitomize W.E.B. Du Bois’ statement that “the spiritual striving of the freedmen’s son is the travail of souls.”
 Robert S. Duncanson: The Spiritual Striving of the Freeman’s Son is curated by Joseph D. Ketner. Ketner the Henry and Lois 
Foster Chair in Contemporary Art and the Distinguished Curator-in-Residence at Emerson College in Boston. He is the author of a 
definitive book about the artist, The Emergence of the African-American Artist: Robert S. Duncanson 1821-1872. The catalogue for this 
exhibition will contain an essay by Ketner including new information on the artist and color illustrations of many new paintings dis-
covered over the past fifteen years.
 “We are honored to have Joseph Ketner, the authority on this fascinating Hudson River School artist, curate our 8th annual 
exhibition,” said Elizabeth Jacks, Executive Director of the Thomas Cole Site. “The artist’s work, which can be found in the permanent 
collections of major museums across the country, stands alone in its beauty. What makes this exhibition even more powerful, however, 
is the fact that Duncanson achieved his success under the oppressive conditions of being a free person of color in antebellum United 
States.”
 Robert S. Duncanson: The Spiritual Striving of the Freeman’s Son is on view through October 30, 2011. The Thomas Cole Historic Site, 
historically known as Cedar Grove, is where the artist Thomas Cole lived, worked, was married, and where he died at the age of 47. Today 
the site consists of the Federal-era brick home (c. 1815) in which Thomas Cole resided with his family, as well as the artist’s original studio 
building, on five landscaped acres with a magnificent view of the Catskill Mountains. The Thomas Cole Historic Site is located at 218 Spring 
Street in Catskill, New York. It is open Thursday through Sunday, May through October. For information call 518 943 7465 or visit www.
thomascole.org.

Top: Robert S. Duncanson, “Landscape,” 1852, oil on can-
vas. Hunter Museum of American Art, Chattanooga, TN
Bottom: Robert S. Duncanson, “The Temple of the Sibyl,” 
1859, oil on canvas. Springfield Museum of Art, OH.
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Looking for Angels!
For this year’s giving,

please consider becoming a 
Sustaining Angel and be a

dynamic partner in the
Catskill Mountain Foundation’s 

arts-based economic
development work. 

 
Sustaining Angels is designed to 

help us establish a broader base of 
consistent support, locally, regionally 

and beyond. Achieving our goal will 
bring crucial benefits to our area—

new opportunities for local business 
owners, a revitalized economy, and 

a richer cultural environment for our 
community that will attract many new 

visitors.

For more information or to 
become a Sustaining Angel please 

contact: Candy McKee at
mckeec@catskillmtn.org

Friends of historic Kingston 
Features an exhibit by Marine 
Artist Anton Otto Fischer
A major exhibit of works by noted marine 
artist and illustrator Anton Otto Fischer 
(1882-1962), who lived in Kingston and 
Woodstock for many years, will be fea-
tured in the Friends of Historic Kingston 
Gallery for the 2011 season. The exhibit, 
which is being presented in conjunc-
tion with the Hudson River Maritime 
Museum (HRMM), opens on Saturday, 
May 7. 
 Fischer was noted for his stunning 
seascapes which vividly portrayed both 
the majestic beauty of the oceans and 
the terrors they held. His work gained 
prominence through his nearly 50-year 
affiliation with the Saturday Evening Post 
for whom he illustrated dozens of covers 
and well over 400 stories. He was the 
illustrator of the long-running series Tug 
Boat Annie and also illustrated several 
books including Moby Dick, Treasure 
Island and 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.
 The exhibit will feature 18 paintings 
that were the illustrations for Fischer’s 
Focs’cle Days, a book he wrote about his 
own voyage on the ship Gwydyr Castle, 
a British barque. The exhibit will also 
include Fischer paintings on loan from 
private collections. 
 The exhibition runs through October 
30. The Friends of Historic Kingston Gal-
lery is located adjacent to the 1812 Fred J. 
Johnston Museum, at the corner of Wall and 
Main Streets in Kingston’s Stockade Historic 
District. Hours are Saturday and Sunday, 
from 1-4 pm. Admission to the FHK Gal-
lery is free. For more information, call 845 
339 0720 ,or visit www.fohk.org.
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Windham Chamber Music Festival Opens Its Fifteenth season with the eldar Djangirov Trio
On Saturday, May 28, 2011 at 8 pm, the exciting, young jazz pianist Eldar Djangirov appears with his trio, including bassist Jose 
Armando Gola and drummer Ludwig Afonso at the Windham Civic and Performing Arts Center 5379 State Route 23 (Main Street), 
right in the heart of Windham, NY.
 Eldar Djangirov is a Grammy nominee with four albums released by Sony Masterworks at the age of 23. He came to the U.S. 
from Kyrgyzstan when he was ten, later attended the University of Southern California, and currently lives in New York City. The 
follow-up to his Grammy nominated album was Virtue, released in 2010 to great critical acclaim. Partnered with Gola and Afonso, 
Virtue features stunning original compositions by Djangirov and demonstrates continued development of his writing. His next album 
for Sony, Three Stories, features him on solo piano for the first time. It will come out in spring 2011 worldwide and feature his unique 
arrangements of jazz standards, classical works and original compositions. He is now recognized as one of the young great consummate 
pianists on the scene today, having worked with some of the greatest artists in the world including Billy Taylor, Marian McPartland, 
Dave Brubeck, and many more. Taylor said, “Eldar Djangirov’s playing shows brilliancy, complexity, and discipline….” 
 A Cuban native, Jose Armando Gola attended the Amadeo Roldan Conservatory. Now in his mid-20s, he has already toured inter-
nationally and performed at major jazz festivals worldwide. Gola has worked with Cuban pianist Gonzalo Rubalcaba for the past seven 
years and performed on three Grammy-nominated Blue Note label albums.
 Ludwig Afonso was born in 1978 in Havana, Cuba and his first and most influential teacher was his father. In 2002 he received a 
Bachelor’s degree in Studio Music and Jazz Performance from the University of Miami then moved to New York, and played for years 
with the renowned jazz group Spyro Gyra. He has performed at venues ranging from the Hollywood Bowl to Carnegie Hall and has 
played at the most notable jazz venues in the world including Blue Note (NY, Japan, Italy). 
 All Windham Chamber Music Festival concerts are followed by a complimentary reception at the Windham Fine Arts Gallery. Reserva-
tions can be made at 518 734 3868 or at www.windhammusic.com. Tickets are $25; Seniors: $20; Contributors: $15; Students: $5 (Cash 
or check only). The 2011 Season is made possible in part with public funds from the Greene County Legislature through the Greene County 
Cultural Fund, administered in Greene County by the Greene County Council on the Arts.
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Bardavon presents The Levon helm Birthday Bash 
ramble at UPAC with The Levon helm Band,
Donald Fagen, Natalie Merchant, Marc Cohn and 
very special guests!
On Friday, May 27 at 8 pm, it’s a Levon Helm Ramble on the Road 
Birthday Celebration at the Ulster Performing Arts Center (UPAC) for 
ONE SHOW ONLY! Levon has made exceptional music for 40 years. 
Each of his Ramble Sessions stands out as an amazing performance—this 
festive concert is sure to be no exception. Levon will be joined onstage by 
Donald Fagen, Natalie Merchant, Marc Cohn, and other stellar musical 
guests to be announced soon. 
 Tickets are $100 Gold Circle (first 10 rows) and $65 Adults. Tickets go 
on sale to the general public on Wednesday, May 4 at 11 am. Purchase your 
tickets in person at the Bardavon Box Office, 35 Market Street, Poughkeep-
sie, 845 473 2072 or in person at the UPAC Box Office, 601 Broadway 
Kingston, 845 339 6088 or online at Ticketmaster: 800 745 3000. Please 

note that Bardavon Member benefits are not available through Ticketmaster. A portion of the proceeds from this concert will benefit the Ulster 
Performing Arts Center (UPAC) Capital Campaign and the Rhinebeck Science Foundation.

Bard College Faculty Dance
Concert Presents New and

historical Works in the Fisher 
Center

The Bard College Dance Program closes the 
year with four performances of a dance con-
cert featuring Bill T. Jones and Arnie Zane’s 
Continuous Replay (1977/1991) as well as 
new and historic choreography by faculty of 
the Bard Dance Program. The 2011 Bard Col-
lege Faculty Dance Concert will present three 
evening performances on Friday, May 6; Sat-
urday, May 7; and Sunday, May 8, at 7:30 pm 
and one matinee on Sunday, May 8, at 2 pm. 
All performances will be held in Theater Two 
of the Fisher Center for the Performing Arts. 
 The 2011 Bard College Faculty Dance Concert includes works by faculty members Jean Churchill, Peggy Florin, Lenore 
Latimer, Aileen Passloff and Maria Simpson, performed by students of the Bard Dance Program. This year, the faculty is inspired 
by subjects and disciplines including poetry, visual art and computer science. The concert program includes solos, trios, and larger 
group works. The concert also features three Bard alums: former Bard dancer Arthur Aviles ’87 will perform in a piece choreo-
graphed by Aileen Passloff, inspired by drawings by Remy Charlip; Elizabeth Prince ’83 will join Moe Schell as costume designer; 
and Andrew Hill ’95 will design the lights.
 The program includes a performance of Continuous Replay—a seminal work in the legacy of Bill T. Jones and his late partner 
Arnie Zane. The work is a minimalist exploration of gesture and was originally created as a solo by Zane in 1977 under the title 
Hand Dance. In 1991, Jones adapted the work for the 10-member Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company. Reconstructed by 
Leah Cox, education director of the Company, and Stuart Singer, teaching artist for the Company, 19 Bard students will perform 
this historic work at the Bard faculty concert. This performance of Continuous Replay has been made possible thanks to an NEA 
American Masterpieces Grant.
 Tickets are $15; $10 for senior citizens, non-Bard students, and Bard alumni; and free for the Bard community. Reservations are 
required. Please call the box office at 845 758 7900, or go to fishercenter.bard.edu.

Photo by Paul D. Goode
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Planning a weekend or family
gathering in the Catskills?

Stay with us!
We offer affordable residential and meeting facilities in a beautiful setting

only two hours from New York City

The Catskill Mountain Foundation has extensive and affordable facilities for artistic residencies, corporate retreats, 
and private events in a spectacular natural setting only two hours from metropolitan New York.

The Foundation’s facilities are located on the inspiringly beautiful Greene County mountain top and
surrounded by the NY State Catskill Park, with its great natural beauty and numerous public hiking trails.

These facilities include comfortable housing, as well as dedicated space for meetings, performances, rehearsals, 
studio arts, exhibition and film screenings. Our fourteen-room Sherwood House Hotel is situated near both Windham 

and Hunter Mountain ski areas and is an ideal choice for groups looking for first-class budget
accommodations near the slopes.

for more information visit our Web site: www.catskillmtn.org/facilities/index.html
call: 518.263.2073 or email: imperialef@catskillmtn.org
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an you imagine a world without music?  There is music 
everywhere—birdsong, the whales, two solid objects striking 

each other, even the stars. Our voices sing our words, their inflec-
tion rising and falling to give substance and emotion. 
 Music has been essential in every civilization starting with the 
history of humankind. Our ingenuity has taken us far, devising 
improvements on reed, horn, tympani, strings and now elec-
tronic, to the point where we can now make sounds that run the 
gamut of human invention in both originality and imitation. 
 But surely, the greatest instrument of them all is the piano.  
It, all by its lonesome, creates three essential parts: melody, the 
main expression of the work; harmony, sounds that provide 
counterpoint and enhance the melody; and percussion, as the 
piano is not only a percussion instrument of hammers striking 
against strings, but the harmony’s sounds provide an accompany-
ing rhythm that completes the musical thought.
 Performing wonderfully as a solo instrument, it combines 
with voice, or any number of instruments up to a full orchestra. It 
has been an essential component for every composer’s use since its 
invention. The ability to create each orchestral part played against 
others has always inspired composers and it has allowed them to 
definitively hear the desired result.

 In the Greene County mountaintop town of Hunter, NY 
resides the Catskill Mountain Foundation Piano Museum and 
the Steven E. Greenstein Piano Collection. Originally created by 
the passion of concert pianist Vladimir Pleshakov in 2004, the 
collection showcases the development of the piano—instruments 
lovingly cared for, as any collection of value should be.
 A surprising number of the pianos in the collection are in 
playable condition, thanks to the expertise and love of Steven 
Greenstein, a master restorer and collector.  Because of him, we 
believe our museum contains among the largest number of play-
able instruments in the world. His knowledge places him among 
a small pantheon of people capable of reworking these delicate 
instruments. 
 I wanted to understand his desire to collect them. He re-
sponded this way:  
 “In a Norman Rockwell illustration called ‘The Piano Tuner’  
from the Saturday Evening Post, there is a young boy watching the 
aged piano tuner with his interesting tools, tune the boys piano. 55 
years later, I realize now that I was both the little boy in that paint-
ing, and the aged veteran of the truly noble art of piano tuning.  
 “Later, I was playfully asked the rhetorical question: ‘You 
must really like old pianos?’ ‘Yes … but I don’t just like them, I 

The Catskill Mountain 
Foundation Piano Museum

Photo by Francis X. Driscoll, www.francisxdriscoll.com

By David Peskin

C
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love them. I am the steward of their care. They are works of art 
and music with their own personalities. They are the passion of 
my life’s work, for it is a gift to find, know or fulfill one’s passion.”
 Visitors to the museum can hear how a composer of a 
particular period wanted his works to sound using the best of 
the available instruments at that time. This is a “Do Not Touch” 
museum, but “Please Listen and Enjoy” one.  
 Pianos have inspired the finest cabinet-makers to house the 
working parts into elaborate and pleasing designs. Here the visitor 
can see the elaborate carvings and fretwork that make them furni-
ture worth seeing for eye pleasing value alone. One of our pianos, 
the Geib, an early 19th century manufacturer, has a case designed 
by Duncan Phyffe, a leading cabinet- and 
furniture-maker of that period. 
 Long before today’s electronic 
marvels, the magnificent piano was the 
centerpiece of homes large and small. 
It was where people gathered in salons 
and drawing rooms to listen to magical 
compositions for solo and combined 
instruments. By the turn of the twentieth 
century, America was the world’s leading 
manufacterer of pianos, reaching its high 
point of 374,000 in 1909, and refine-
ments brought this instrument to the 
point where it could be lovingly caressed 
to draw sounds that would create moods 
of beauty and sadness, or thundered to 
fill auditoriums with seething emotions, 
excitement and passion.
 This museum expresses it all, from 
small square grands of the eighteenth 
century to the large squares of the mid-
nineteenth, to uprights and the huge concert instruments of 
today, and it permits us to understand their intrinsic value.
 The piano played an important social role as well, as families 
with daughters had to find mates that would provide support 
for them. Families would teach their daughters to play (although 
not too well, as what man would want to marry a woman whose 
talents outstripped theirs?) just enough so they could perform 
duets. Composers, aware of the value of this market, wrote pieces 
for four hands. Imagine, if you will, a man and a woman sitting 
close together, touching, reaching across one another, in a time 
period where women did not go anywhere without a chaperone. 
How titilating!
 Visitors can learn how every President, save two, had his 
favorite piano. Not all of them played—who could spare the 
time—but Harry Truman comes to mind as one who did. There 
are many pictures showing him happily tinkling away. A piano 
has always graced the White House and performances are con-
tinuously conducted as played by the world’s leading performers.
One piano we have on display, a Chickering square grand, is the 

same model as the one that found a home in Lincoln’s White 
House. 
 Manufacturers, such as Steinway, Chickering, Sohmer and 
others, are represented here. They illustrate the important posi-
tion that industry once held in a time when it was the entertain-
ment center of most homes. In the past 100 years there have been 
no less than 5,000 piano fabricators! Vintage catalogs by many of 
them are in our collection.
 Another exhibit is devoted to the elaborate tool kits dating 
back as far as the late 1700’s, that were carried by piano tuners, a 
quite respected profession. Many of the tools are not commonly 
recognizable by today’s tuning technicians.

 Throughout the Victorian period, in 
the 1800’s, it was common to cover the 
piano with decorative silk cloths, that 
added softness and color. We have a huge 
collection of these gorgeous hand em-
broidered piano shawls that were popular 
at that time. 
 When you visit, you will see a large 
timeline that shows the chronological 
order of famous composers, as well as the 
notable developments of advancements 
in the piano so as to create a stronger, 
more nimble and melodious instrument 
that we are used to today.
 America’s role in composition is 
stressed and other music is featured, 
including contributions by the jazz great 
Sir Roland Hanna. Sir Roland composed 
for, and played with, other outstanding 
performers of the 1940’s, such as Dizzy, 
Miles, ‘Trane and Bird, and we are most 

fortunate to have his very piano—an 1800’s Boardman and 
Grey—in our collection. 
 The public will get a chance to hear that piano on June 11, 
the date of the gala concert celebrating the opening of the Piano 
Museum. His wife of many years will speak, bringing forth many 
anecdotes, his singer/son will perform as well. We will have events 
Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday—see the ad on page 26 of 
this issue of the Guide or visit www.catskillmtn.org for a complete 
schedule. Join us for a memorable, one-of-a-kind evening of excit-
ing jazz composition. Reservations can be made by calling 518 
263 2063.
 Our prospective future plans include many unusual programs, 
including performances of classical and jazz and pop artists that 
will show the marvelous versatility of this wondrous instrument.
 Come visit for a truly enjoyable experience.  
 The Catskill Mountain Foundation Piano Museum is located 
in the Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street/ Route 23A, 
Village of Hunter. For more information or to arrange a tour, 
please phone 518 263 2036.

Steven Greenstein, master piano restorer and collector. 
Photo by Jeff Goldman, www.jeffgoldmanphoto.com
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hroughout the entire month of May, Schoharie watershed 
residents, landowners, visitors, and stakeholders are invited 

to take part in Schoharie Watershed Month—a celebration of 
the region’s beauty and natural resources. Presented by Greene 
County Soil & Water Conservation District and New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), this May will 
feature many free, fun events focused on water quality and water-
shed appreciation. Bring your family and join the community in 
celebrating the Schoharie basin and our natural water resources!
 With the theme of action, the second Annual Schoharie Wa-
tershed Month is all about encouraging water quality protection 
and appreciation through entertaining, hands-on activities for 
the whole family. The Month will include nature walks, stream 
clean-ups, invasive species protection activities and interactive 
workshops presented by the Catskill Watershed Corporation and 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Greene County. Additionally, 
the Watershed Agricultural Council will sponsor an Environmen-
tal Film Series which will include free movie showings and food 
samples from local farms. During Memorial Day Weekend, Main 
Street in Windham will come alive with a Windham Arts Alli-
ance water-themed art exhibit and the Community of Windham 

Foundation’s Family Day featuring water quality testing activities, 
crafts, and nature walks. 
 The second Annual Schoharie Watershed Month was orga-
nized by Greene County Soil & Water with financial support by 
NYC DEP. DEP has been working with Greene County Soil & 
Water for over fifteen years to fund and implement water quality 
protection and correction initiatives in the Schoharie basin to 
ensure that the source of water for nearly half of New York State’s 
population remains of extraordinary high quality.
 Activity listings complete with dates, locations, and details 
can be found at www.gcswcd.com. For more information, contact 
the Conservation District’s Schoharie Watershed Program office at 
518 589 6871.

Schoharie Watershed Month 2011
Public Activities & Events

Catskill Watershed Corporation septic
Workshop for homeowners
Friday, May 6, 2 pm
Hunter Town Hall
Come learn about the Catskill Watershed Corporation’s Septic 
Rehabilitation and Replacement program that reimburses eligible 
homeowners in New York City’s West of Hudson Watershed for 
the cost of repairing or replacing their septic system. A free water 
saving kit will be provided for each household attending the class. 
Pre-registration is not required for this free workshop.
For more information: Catskill Watershed Corporation,
www.cwconline.org, 877 928 7433

Mountain Top historical society spring Fling
Saturday, May 14, activities begin at noon
MTHS campus in Haines Falls
Mountain Top Historical Society open house featuring hikes, lec-
ture, food, and fun. Come for one activity or stay the whole day!
For more information: Mountain Top Historical Society,
www.mths.org, 518 589 6657

holistic Pond Management Cornell
Cooperative extension Water Quality
at home Workshop
Saturday, May 14 , 10 am-12 pm
Private landowner property in Windham
The Holistic Pond Management Workshop will provide pond 
owners with tools and strategies needed to address pond problems 
without the use of chemical treatments and will include practical 
applications that are specific to the needs of the attendees. The 

Schoharie Watershed Month
A Whole Month of Free, Fun Activities Celebrating the Watershed

T

Get involved to help protect our region’s natural resources! Photo courtesy of Greene 
County Soil & Water Conservation District
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workshop fee is $10 per person and pre-registration is required. 
Registration deadline is May 12.
For more information or to register: Greene County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, greene@cornell.edu, 518 622 9820

eco-Landscaping Cornell Cooperative
extension Water Quality at home Workshop
Saturday, May 14, 2-4 pm
Private landowner property in Hunter
Eco-Landscaping will address actions that homeowners can take 
to care for their lawns, gardens and shrubs without the use of pes-
ticides and herbicides. The Eco-Landscaping program will include 
a hands-on component on proper application of lawn seed and 
fertilizer in an effort to protect water quality and a site evaluation 
to determine what types of plants the locale will support. The 
workshop fee is $10 per person and pre-registration is required. 
Registration deadline is May 12.
For more information or to register: Greene County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, greene@cornell.edu, 518 622 9820

Watershed Agricultural Council environmental 
Film series
Weekend of May 20-22
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter
The Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC) will sponsor a film 
screening of four movies (Reclaiming Our Water, What’s on Your 
Plate?, The Greenhorns, The Vanishing of the Bees) over the course 
of a weekend. A post-screening discussion will be held after 
each movie. Featured speakers may be a local farmer or a WAC 
representative. Along with an information table/display, the WAC 
plans to offer a cheese and/or honey tasting table promoting local 
farmers, their value-added products, and the Pure Catskills brand.
For more information: Tara Collins, Watershed Agricultural
Council Communications Director, taracollins@nycwatershed.org, 
607 865 7017 ext. 226

Mountain Top Arboretum Guided Bird Walk
Saturday, May 21, 6 am
MTA in Tannersville
Audubon Society educator Larry Federman will lead a walk look-
ing for warblers and other migrating birds as they return to the 
Arboretum to set up their nests and get down to the business of 
raising a family. Be sure to bring your binoculars!
For more information: Mountain Top Arboretum,
www.mtarboretum.org, 518 589 3903

rain Barrel Building Cornell Cooperative
extension Water Quality at home Workshop
Saturday, May 21, 9:30 am-12:30 pm
Sugar Maples Center for Creative Arts, Maplecrest
This program will introduce participants to the benefits of using 
rain barrels and will provide instruction on building the barrels 

from simple materials. Building your own rain barrel is fun and 
easy, and best of all, you’ll have your very own barrel to take home 
with you! The workshop fee is $10 per individual/family and pre-
registration is required. Registration deadline is May 19.
For more information or to register: Greene County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, greene@cornell.edu, 518 622 9820

sugar Maples stormwater Tour and
Kiosk Unveiling
Saturday, May 21 at 12:30 pm (following the CCE Rain Barrel 
Workshop at Sugar Maples Center for Creative Arts)
Greene County Soil & Water and NYC Dept. of Environmental 
Protection will give a tour of their stormwater retrofit project at 
Sugar Maples Center for Creative Arts in Maplecrest. The tour 
will highlight the stormwater retrofit work completed at the site 
in 2009, and will also introduce the new Sugar Maples Project 
informational kiosk, part of a series of informational kiosks on 
water quality protection activities throughout the Schoharie 
basin.
For more information: Robyn Worcester, GCSWCD Education & 
Outreach Coordinator, robyn@gcswcd.com, 518 622 3620

sawkill Creek Clean-Up
Friday, May 27, 1 pm
Schoharie Watershed Program office
In preparation for the Tannersville Duck Race on May 28, the 
GCSWCD will be sponsoring a stream clean-up of the Sawkill 
Creek on May 27 at 1 pm. Fifth and Sixth graders from Hunter 
Tannersville Central will be helping to clean the stream. Other 
volunteers are welcome!
For more information: Robyn Worcester, GCSWCD Education & 
Outreach Coordinator, robyn@gcswcd.com, 518 622 3620

Memorial Day Weekend Celebration
on Main street in Windham
May 28 & 29
Come to Windham on May 28 & 29 to celebrate Memorial Day 
and the Schoharie watershed! The Community of Windham 
Foundation will be sponsoring a Family Day with a number 
of fun activities (water quality testing with the Schoharie River 
Center, nature walks, crafts, kayak demonstrations) on May 28 
(rain date May 29), and the Windham Arts Alliance will have an 
outdoor art exhibit featuring plein air and water-themed artwork.
For more information: Robyn Worcester, GCSWCD Education & 
Outreach Coordinator, robyn@gcswcd.com, 518 622 3620

Gilboa Dam Information session
Date/Location TBD
Public information session on Gilboa Dam history and recon-
struction activities.
For more information: Robyn Worcester, GCSWCD Education & 
Outreach Coordinator, robyn@gcswcd.com, 518 622 3620
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The GreAT WALL OF MANITOU:
hIKe The LeGeNDAry esCArPMeNT TrAIL

By Carol and David White

ative Americans and early settlers in the Hudson Valley 
looked west at the great escarpment that rises 1600 feet above 

the Hudson Valley, and they feared the primeval, hemlock-covered 
forests on top. As people explored upward, names like Devil’s 
Kitchen were given to the rocky cliffs and “falling waters” that we 
now consider uniquely spectacular. We live in a privileged time 
when great trails have been created throughout the Catskill Forest 
Preserve, and none offer more beautiful and frequent vistas than 
does the twenty-four-mile Escarpment Trail.  
 The North-South Lakes Public Campground opens on May 6, 
and the blue-marked Escarpment Trail begins outside the camp-
ground toll gate from the Schutt Road parking area. Campground 
trail maps are available at the toll gate; you can acquire the set of six 
Catskill Forest Preserve maps from the New York-New Jersey Trail 

Conference, www.nynjtc.org, for hiking throughout the Preserve. 
In May, gnat-like black flies hatch and until July swarm around you 
when you’re not moving and nibble on your neck and ears. Pick a 
breezy day to hike!
 For half a mile the Escarpment Trail is an eroded horse trail; 
past a second bridge the trail turns right, down a rocky lane to a trail 
register. It reaches the escarpment in another 0.7 miles at the Lay-
man Monument, where firefighter Frank Layman lost his life fight-
ing a forest fire. A short climb takes the hiker to a rock ledge that 
offers splendid views across Kaaterskill Clove (keep children in tow 
here and on subsequent cliff tops). Homes in Twilight Park across 
the ravine seem built on the edge of the precipice. Although “Sunset 
Rock” is identified as half a mile east of here, this broad ledge offers 
sunset views and, we think, is the true, impressive Sunset Rock.

N

Hudson River Valley Vista from the Escarpment Trail. Photo by David White
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 From here to Inspiration Point, notice interesting conglomer-
ate rock as you pass between high ledges. The stones embedded in 
rock are evidence that, hundreds of millions of years ago a great sea 
existed here. Over millennia, successive collisions of tectonic plates 
created mountain ranges to the east that eroded into a vast inland 
sea and created the Catskill Delta some eight thousand feet thick. 
That delta itself was uplifted, and glaciations and erosion carved out 
the scenic cloves and rocky notches that we hikers love to challenge. 
Mother Nature’s forces are truly awesome!
 Passing a yellow-marked trail (a shortcut to here), in 0.3 
miles you reach Inspiration Point, a fine place to break and 
enjoy views across the clove to Hillyer, Wildcat and Buttermilk 
Falls ravines. A bit farther along, suddenly the vistas widen out 
impressively to the Hudson Valley and the trail runs close to sharp 
drops. You reach the Sleepy Hollow Horse Trail heading west; stay 
on the blue-marked trail and soon the horse trail continues east, 
straight ahead, toward Palenville Overlook, which we described in 
the November issue. The Escarpment Trail turns left here, ascend-
ing half a mile to more junctions.
 At the DEC sign, the Escarpment Trail turns right. (The red-
marked trail is a return route; nearby unmarked trails visit the old 
Kaaterskill Hotel site.) Even though the Escarpment Trail is now 
away from the escarpment edge, it’s a pleasant level walk along 
an old railroad bed adorned with mountain laurel, which blooms 
beautifully in June. At the next junction, turn right (the other 
route bypasses Split Rock and Boulder Rock, which you want to 
visit). Look for a large balanced boulder out in the woods, which 
is actually high up from the forest floor; soon you reach Split 
Rock, which gives people with vertigo a bit of a thrill walking 
across flat rock next to a significant drop, viewing huge blocks 
split off from the main cliff. You see Boulder Rock ahead, and 
beyond is a large open ledge with excellent views of the Hudson 
Valley for another snack break. 
 The next half-mile is a scenic descent down conglomerate rock, 
which is embedded with thousands of slippery little ancient stones, 
so exercise caution when descending. Watch for blue markers, 
because areas can be confusing after nearly 200 years of hikers creat-
ing paths around this lovely area. You’ll see expansive views just off 
trail, pass an interesting large sloped rock with nineteenth century 
graffiti, and enjoy many lovely trees. 
 The trail reaches Pine Orchard, site of the great Catskill Moun-
tain House that thrived from 1824 to the beginning of World War 
II. The rich and famous sought respite from hot, polluted cities by 
taking steamboats up the Hudson and then boarding trains of a 
narrow-gage railroad to Palenville, and taking stagecoaches up the 
escarpment on newly-created roadways, engineering marvels for 
that era. Night boats for tourists beamed spotlights on this mag-
nificent hotel with its thirteen gleaming white Corinthian columns. 
Later, a cable-operated Otis Elevating Railway climbed straight up 
the escarpment, and its route is still visible coming into Palenville 
from the north. A three-foot-wide, narrow-gauge railroad was con-
structed from Phoenicia through Stony Clove in 1882.

 The Escarpment Trail leaves Pine Orchard meadow on a 
broad path (opposite the cliff) and turns right at the next junction. 
Reaching an open area past a barrier, walk straight across and find 
an ill-marked dirt path, which is our Escarpment Trail (to the right 
is the top of the old railway and left is North Lake beach). The trail 
runs behind the picnic area, passing the old Mountain House road 
coming up from the Sleepy Hollow Horse Trail. You can access 
the Escarpment Trail here at the picnic area (mile 4.7) and hike it 
to Sunset Rock in one mile, or to North Point (mile 7.6). You will 
soon be treated to a fine rock scramble, lovely areas reminiscent of 
oriental rock gardens, and magnificent vistas at Artist Rock and 
Sunset Rock. Sunset Rock is off the main trail on a yellow-marked 
spur trail; the DEC sign says that it’s 0.3 miles to Sunset Rock, 
but having measured all trails in the Catskill Forest Preserve with 
a surveying wheel, we assure you that it is a mere 0.18 very scenic 
miles to this beautiful open rock zone cleaved with deep crevices 
(take care) with splendid views down to the lakes and to Kaaterskill 
High Peak and Roundtop. 
 Retracing to the Escarpment Trail, climb a rocky steep pitch 
and hike along the top of a cliff to spectacular Newman’s Ledge, 
another spot that offers chills to those with vertigo and thrills 
to everyone else. In the book, Catskill Peak Experiences, a story 
describes a man who decided that he’d like to rappel off that 
ledge. One windy November day he rappelled down, running out 
of rope on a ledge twenty feet off the ground! Following the plan, 
his wife dutifully pulled up the slack rope; our daredevil couldn’t 
make himself heard in the whistling wind. He had a lightweight 
rope with a carabiner attached, and used the rope to snag the 
upper branches of a tree, pull them in to him and tie the branches 
to a shrub on the ledge. Being incredibly nimble, he leaped over 
onto the main part of the tree and shinnied down. The less ambi-
tious can enjoy sweeping views to Albany and across the Hudson 
Valley.
 At mile 6.6 below Bad Man’s Cave, where it’s thought that 
eighteenth-century outlaws found shelter, is the yellow-marked 
Rock Shelter Trail. (The hiker can bail out here, taking this trail to 
Schutt Road.) Ascending steeply above the cave, you find yourself 
unexpectedly on level trail in a beautiful evergreen forest and soon 
enter a large meadow with mountain views. Across the meadow 
beyond a large boulder, you can find an informal camping area, 
which is legal 150 feet off the trail. From here the trail passes 
through a nice variety of territory—over rock ledges, past wet-
lands, through hemlock forests and deciduous woods to a junction 
just a quarter-mile from North Point. (Red-marked Mary’s Glen 
Trail is an alternate route down to the campground road, and also 
intersects the Rock Shelter Trail, the return route to Schutt Road.) 
 The blue trail pitches up vertical rock and soon ascends to 
North Point, where a short, steep ascent gains the flat rock summit, 
with outstanding views of the entire region. There’s no better place 
for lunch with a view! Explore around the east edge to another 
area with views to the Blackhead Range and Albany. After lunch, 
explore above here to a huge erratic called Moon Rock on a second 
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open rock shelf and follow rock cairns and 
paint blazes to excellent viewing down to 
North Point. 
 When you can tear yourself away, 
retrace down to the red-marked Mary’s 
Glen Trail – the junction not far from the 
summit – turn right, follow it 1.6 miles 
down to the campground road; road walk, 
left, to the North Lake parking area (note 
that Mary’s Glen Trail can be very wet and 
slippery!) If you parked at Schutt Road, 
take Mary’s Glen Trail for 1.1 miles to the 
Rock Shelter Trail and turn right on the 
yellow-marked trail for 1.3 miles to Schutt 
Road. Enjoy the camping season and the 
trails at North-South Lakes Public Camp-
ground! 

Carol and David White are authors of 
Catskill Day Hikes for All Seasons 
(Adirondack Mountain Club, 2002) and 
editors of Catskill Trails, 3rd edition: Vol-
ume 8 (Forest Preserve Series, Adirondack 
Mountain Club, 2005). Carol is editor of 
Catskill Peak Experiences: Mountaineer-
ing Tales of Endurance, Survival, Explora-
tion & Adventure from the Catskill 3500 
Club (Black Dome Press, 2008). Signed 
copies of all of these books are available at 
the Village Square Bookstore and Literary 
Arts Center in Hunter, NY.

To reach the Trailheads 
and Parking Areas:
To hike from the beginning of the 
Escarpment Trail: Access the trailhead 
on Schutt Road, just outside the toll 
gate for North-South Lakes Public 
Campground. On Route 23A in 
Haines Falls, turn on County Route 
18 at a DEC campground sign and 
travel 2.2 miles to Schutt Road. The 
DEC parking area is 75 yards down 
the road, and the trail begins across 
the road. 
 To access the Escarpment Trail 
at the North Lake picnic area:  Inside 
the campground, travel to North Lake 
and park near the picnic area. Walk 
through the area to the high fence and 
turn left on the blue-marked Escarp-
ment Trail. 
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he most common response when I mention Esopus Creek 
Conservancy’s “Decks and Docks” fundraiser is, “Oh, is 

that like a garden tour?” My stock reply is, “Only if you want it to 
be.” Like a garden tour, Decks and Docks features private homes 
opened to the public to benefit a good cause. And one could 
participate in roughly the same way: driving from one venue to 
another according to the map directions, taking a casual look-see 
or poking around more seriously with camera and notebook to 
capture good landscaping and gardening ideas. But you don’t have 
to be a connoisseur of charity tours to see that there’s much more 
on offer.
 First, there’s the venue. Garden tours are inevitably kind of 
herky-jerky, with brief interludes of walking and looking punctu-
ating a drive that is more or less scenic and enjoyable depending 
on where the gardens lie in relation to each other and, perhaps, 
whether you’re in the mood for a drive and whether you attend 
with congenial companions. But the properties open to Deck and 
Docks ticketholders are strung along Lower Esopus Creek like 
pearls on a shimmering ribbon of green. This is not the Esopus 

of Shandaken, Phoenicia and Mt Tremper, a tumbling torrent 
rushing through a boulder garden and populated by tubers and 
fly fishermen. Rather, it’s a wide, lazy, slow-moving river, with a 
gorge of sheer rock cliffs dotted with wildflowers and banks lined 
with huge old overhanging river birch. To take full advantage you 
won’t be driving your car, you’ll be paddling your canoe or kayak, 
so the interludes between properties might be the part of the day 
you enjoy the most. The most savvy will paddle all the way up to 
the foot of the Glenerie rapids and then drift downstream from 
stop to stop, with the current, and with the shortest paddle on the 
leg back to the starting point—when you might be tired.
 Next, there’s the homes. Let’s do a deep reading of the name 
of the event. A garden tour is about gardens. So what does it 
mean to call a tour Decks and Docks? A much different intention 
and emphasis. Sure, you’re welcome to look around the hosts’ 
properties, which tend toward the modest end of the spectrum. 
What’s spectacular is their settings on the water’s edge and the 
lifestyle it makes possible. Decks and Docks is all about relax-
ing into that lifestyle and joining your hosts and hostesses in an 

Decks and Docks 
Tour Celebrating the Esopus Creek in Saugerties

All photos by Mary O’Donnell

By Joel Schuman

T
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afternoon of hanging out on the Creek: watching the world float 
by, taking a little light refreshment, meeting and schmoozing with 
like-minded folks, and only moving on when the siren call of the 
Creek says, “But wait … there’s more!”
 Last, what no garden tour can come close to matching is 
Saugerties’ newest crown jewel: Esopus Bend Nature Preserve, 
a unique 161-acre preserve located along a dramatic bend in 
the Esopus Creek less than a mile from the Hudson River. The 
Preserve is seen by 10,000 travelers a day who cross the Rt. 9W 
bridge into the Village of Saugerties, but I think very few passers-
by even know what they are looking at, much less walk its miles 
of beautifully kept trails. Known to locals as the old Schroeder 
Farm, Esopus Bend has not been used for agriculture in forty 
years and has reverted to a natural ecosystem. Turkeys nest in the 
meadow in June. Baby fawn prints dot the sands along the forest 
flood plain. Eagles stand on the river birches, watching for prey. 
Red foxes patrol the forest, and coyotes feed in the preserve in 
winter. Birds and butterflies abound. The diversity of the biology 
of Esopus Bend is echoed in the diversity of the land itself. 
 A lowland meadow and wetlands lie on the east. Sloping 
forests rim the northern reaches, and a flood plain forest leads 
to hemlock grove in the south. The carriage trail runs along a 
limestone ridge, and the entire preserve is interlaced with ravines 
and swales that add to the complexity and mystery of the natural 
environment. The shape and diversity of the topography seems 

to echo the twelve-sided carapace of one of its most characteristic 
inhabitants, the snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina), which lives 
and nests in the wetlands. Best of all, over the past five years ECC 
volunteers and community members have built an extensive trail 
network, making all this easily accessible without bushwhacking 
through the brambles.
 Most people come to the Preserve by car, but on this special 
day volunteers will greet you at one of the sandy beaches, help you 
out of your boat, and offer you refreshment. From there it’s up to 
you—stretch your legs for a bit on the shore or take a guided tour 
on some of the Preserve’s trails. You can make the Preserve your 
first stop or your last, or use it as a break between the more social 
home visits, but you owe it to yourself to check it out.
 The Decks and Docks Tours is scheduled for Sunday, June 
4, 2011 (rain date Sunday, June 5) from 11 am to 4 pm. Tour 
by kayak, canoe, walk or drive to visit Esopus decks, docks and 
patios.
 Tickets are limited, and are $20 per individual or $50 per 
family (two adults and children). If available the day of event, 
tickets are $30 per individual and $65 per family.  
 Purchase advance tickets at local Saugerties stores, Smith 
Hardware, 227 Main Street, or DIG, 89 Partition Street, or on 
line at www.esopuscreekconservancy.org. Or send checks to Decks 
and Docks, Esopus Creek Conservancy, Inc. P.O. Box 589, Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. For more information, call 845 247 0664. 
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Catskill Mountain Foundation

Arts Partnerships
The Catskill Mountain Foundation Celebrates its Arts Partnerships in 2011

The Orchard Project / eXchange
May 29 – July 2

The Orchard Project is a theater development center where theater 
companies and artists from around the globe gather each summer 
for intense work and collaboration on new productions. More than 
two-thirds of these works have gone into production, on stages rang-
ing from Broadway to regional theaters, from off-off Broadway to 
international houses. 
 Every project in residence at the Orchard Project opens its 
laboratory doors for an “Open Rehearsal” towards the end of its stay 
in the Catskills. For a schedule of these open rehearsals, please visit 
the Orchard Project’s website at www.exchangenyc.org.  

Hudson River Fellowship
July 5 – 31

The Hudson River Fellowship is an initiative that offers a historical 
Hudson River School location for painters to develop their skills us-
ing techniques reminiscent of the nineteenth-century American real-
ist painters. The Hudson River Fellowship is led by Jacob Collins, an 
extraordinarily respected artist, teacher, and role model in the field 
of contemporary realism.  
 Look for these artists making their field studies throughout the 
Mountaintop area in July.

National Dance Institute
July 17 – 30

The National Dance Institute (NDI) was founded by Jacques 
D’Amboise, former principal ballet dancer with the New York City 
Ballet, to use dance as a catalyst to engage children and motivate 
them towards excellence.  Children discover the arts through dance 
and develop a pride of achievement and a curiosity about the world 
that supports their success in school and in life. For more informa-
tion on NDI, see www.nationaldance.org.
 NDI offers a two week dance residency for children on the 
Mountaintop who will have an opportunity to hone their dance 
skills, gain self-confidence and to have lots of fun. At the end of the 
two weeks, the children will participate in a fully staged performance 
at the Orpheum Theater.

Close Encounters with Music & 
Windham Chamber Music Festival

August 27 – September 4
Close Encounters with Music, led by Artistic Director Yehuda Ha-
nani, and Windham Chamber Music Festival, led by Robert Manno 
and Magdalena Golczewski, are our partners in the creation of the 
Catskill High Peaks Festival: Music with Altitude!. This festival 
will host 23 international students of piano, violin and cello and 
present 4 classical music concerts. For more information, see www.
catskillmtn.org/events/high-peaks-music-festival/index.html

The Catskill Mountain Foundation
Supports Arts Organizations in Our 
Mountaintop Community
In addition to its partnerships with the organizations listed above, 
the Catskill Mountain Foundation supports the following organi-
zations through in-kind services including use of our facilities at 
reduced prices and joint marketing and promotion efforts.

Academy of Dance and Creative Arts: ADACA offers an extensive 
selection of dance classes throughout the year for all ages at the Red 
Barn in the village of Hunter.

Greene Room Players: The Greene Room Players will perform 
Nunsense at the Doctorow Center for the Arts on July 21-24, 2011.
 
OMNY Taiko: This group will return once again this year to pres-
ent a dramatic Japanese taiko drum performance at the Windham 
Center Church on July 4, 2011. 

Reel Teens: Since it was founded 10 years ago, Reel Teens has made 
its home at the Doctorow Center for the Arts for its annual Reel 
Teens Film Festival.

Schoharie Creek Players: This community theater group has
performed numerous theater productions at the Doctorow Center 
for the Arts over the past 10 years.

The vision of the Catskill Mountain Foundation is to develop the arts as a way to transform our community into 
an internationally known arts destination. We believe that partnerships with other arts organizations that enable 

them to bring their talent and creativity into our community are a key element of this vision. The Catskill Mountain 
Foundation is proud to be working with these organizations to bring artistic excellence to our mountaintop community.
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Rock On
You could have knocked 
me over with a dinosaur 
bone the first time I heard 
that the land in Gilboa, NY 
was over 380 million years 
old! When you consider 
that the Earth is 4.5 billion 
years old, 380 million doesn’t sound that old, but when you com-
pare it to the maximum life span of man, which is 122 years old, 
it sounds darn right ancient. And ancient it is. Imagine, if you 
can, a tropical world in which there are no birds or land animals. 
Wind and rain are the only sounds you hear. Monsoon rains are 
followed by long droughts. Wind storms bury forest shores in 
sand, killing plant life and eventually leaving us with the 380 
million year old tree-stump fossils now on display at the Gilboa 
Museum. Similar rocks nearly as old may also found in the Min-
nesota River Valley and northern Michigan (3.5-3.7 billion years), 
in Swaziland (3.4-3.5 billion years), and in Western Australia 
(3.4-3.6 billion years), but visitors to the Catskills need only go as 
far as the Gilboa Museum at 122 Stryker Road in Gilboa, to learn 
more about the first documented discovery of fossil tree stumps in 
North America. For more information, log on to www.gilboafos-
sils.org.

Grand Old Man of 
Nature
April is the cruelest month: 
It’s also the birthday of one 
of America’s great natural-
ists, John Burroughs, who 
was born April 3, 1837 in 

Roxbury, NY. John Burroughs is one of the few original writers to 
have been born and raised in the Catskills before seeking his for-
tunes in the world beyond his family farm. Author of thirty-two 
books about nature, literary, and philosophy, Burroughs would 
ultimately become an important figure in the evolution of the 
American Conservation Movement and one of the most impor-
tant practitioners of that peculiarly American genre, the nature 
essay; second only to Henry David Thoreau. 
 Woodchuck Lodge was the summer home of John Burroughs 
and is located just west of the Burroughs’ family homestead. It is 
here that Burroughs wrote several of his popular essays and enter-
tained the likes of Thomas Edison, Harvey Firestone, Henry Ford, 
and Theodore Roosevelt.
 Burroughs died March 29, 1921 and is buried at his favor-
ite “Boyhood Rock,” in a meadow near his beloved Woodchuck 

Lodge. Woodchuck Lodge and Burroughs’ Memorial Field are 
located on Burroughs Memorial Road, off Hardscrabble Road, 3 
miles north of the hamlet of Roxbury. For more information, log 
on to www.nysparks.com/historic-sites/3/details.aspx.

A Man for All Seasons
The story of the Zadock Pratt family in America is a mirror image 
of the story of America from the Puritan arrival on the shores of 
this country through the dawning of the 20th century with stories 
of the American Revolution, War of 1812, Civil War, settlement 
and industry in the Catskills, the Hudson River School of Art, 
creation of the Washington Monument, formation of the Smith-
sonian, construction of the Transcontinental Railroad, and lots 
more in between. 
 In the past, Prattsville town founder, Zadock Pratt has gotten 
a bad rap as an early tanner, owning one of the largest tanneries in 
the world from the 1820’s to the 1840’s. Actually, remembering 
his Puritan heritage, Pratt was not wasteful but watchful of the 
town’s resources, constructing over 100 affordable homes for his 
workers from the hemlock trees he had denuded for their bark; 
he also provided his community with three churches, an opera 
house, two schools and the first printing press in the Catskills. 
Maria Cole thought so much of Pratt’s Town that she sent her 13 
year-old son to the Wright School, a private school in Prattsville 
run by the Rev. Thomas Wright, on the death of Maria’s husband, 
Thomas Cole. 
 The Zadock Pratt Museum on Main Street, Rte. 23, in Prat-
tsville, between the Great American and the Post Office, is a great 
place to learn about Catskills—and American—history through 
the eyes of one great early American family. Be sure to visit Pratt 
Rock and the museum’s Civil War exhibit while you’re there. For 
more information, log on to www.prattmuseum.com.

Favorite Places in the Catskills

Photograph by Larry Gambon

By Vicki Lester

Photograph by Kristen Wyckoff

Photograph courtesy of Woodchuck Lodge
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MAY  AT THE CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION

wHErE THE pErFOrMINg ArTS, FINE ArTS, CrAFTS, MOvIES, bOOKS, grEAT FOOD AND gOOD FrIENDS MEET

Mountain CineMa
At the Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter

May Schedule for Screen Two, the only place on the Mountain Top
to see the best Foreign and Independent Films 

Ticket Prices: $8 / $6 seniors & children under 11
Film schedule subject to change, please call ahead to confirm: 518 263 2002 (recorded messages)

or visit www.catskillmtn.org. 

pOTICHE
 (RATed R, 103 MiNuTeS)
DIrECTED bY

FrANÇOIS OZON
Set in 1977 in a provincial 
French town, Potiche is a 

free adaptation of the 1970s hit comic play. Catherine 
deneuve plays a submissive, housebound “trophy 
housewife” who steps in to manage the umbrella 
factory run by her wealthy and tyrannical husband 
after the workers go on strike and take him hostage. 
To everyone’s surprise, she proves herself a competent 
and assertive woman of action. But when her husband 
returns from a restful cruise in top form, things get 
complicated. Gérard depardieu plays a former union 
leader and deneuve’s ex-beau who still holds a flame 
for her. Acclaimed writer-director François Ozon twists 
the original play on its head to create his own satirical 
and hilarious take on the war between the sexes and 
classes. in French with english subtitles. 5/6-5/8. Friday 
7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 4:15 & 7:15

“Charming! Delightful and breezy with Deneuve utterly 
winning.”

—The Huffington Post

ANOTHEr HArvEST MOON
(RATed PG-13, 90 MiNuTeS)

DIrECTED bY grEg w. SwArTZ
A sensitive drama centered 
around four elderly Americans 

coping with life in a nursing home, Another Harvest 
Moon brings together an impressive ensemble cast 
of acting veterans and legends for a poignant story of 
aging, faith and family. Frank, ella, Alice and June gather 
each morning for a game of cards and are like family 
to one another. When Frank reveals that he no longer 
remembers his wife’s face and doesn’t want to live to 
endure another debilitating stroke, he persuades his 
son to retrieve his old gun for him—holding it comforts 
him with memories of his World War ii buddies. But per-
haps he has another motive for wanting the weapon? 
Tensions flare between Frank and his friends and family 
as they try to intervene while privately dealing with 
their own fears. 5/13-5/15. Friday 7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 
7:15; Sunday 2:15, 4:15 & 7:15

“Powerful, poignant, honest, uncompromising, and 
touching. Wonderful performances from a cast of first-
rate veteran stars.”

—Boxoffice Magazine

Coppélia, performed by 
the Paris Opera Ballet
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OF gODS & MEN
(PG-13, 120 MiNuTeS)

DIrECTED bY

xAvIEr bEAUvOIS
eight French Chris-
tian monks live in 
harmony with their 

Muslim brothers in a monastery perched in the moun-
tains of North Africa in the 1990s. When a crew of 
foreign workers is massacred by an islamic fundamen-
talist group, fear sweeps though the region. The army 
offers them protection, but the monks refuse. Should 
they leave? despite the growing menace in their 
midst, they slowly realize that they have no choice 
but to stay… come what may. This film is loosely based 
on the life of the Cistercian monks of Tibhirine in Alge-
ria, from 1993 until their kidnapping in 1996. in French 
with english subtitles. 5/20-5/22. Friday 7:15; Saturday 
4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 7:15

“Superb. Nothing less than sublime.”
—The Wall Street Journal

wHITE IrISH 
DrINKErS

(RATed R,
109 MiNuTeS)

DIrECTED bY
jOHN grAY
it’s early autumn 

of 1975 in Brooklyn, and 18 year-old Brian Leary is 
killing time, pulling off petty crimes with his street 
tough older brother danny. By day Brian works at the 
struggling Lafayette movie theater for a boss named 
Whitey who has ties to the mob. When Whitey calls 
in a favor to an old friend who works with The Rolling 
Stones, they come up with a deal to have the Stones 
play at the Lafayette the night before their gig at 
Madison Square Garden and Brian is put in charge 
with getting the word out to everyone in the neigh-
borhood. Twists and turns follow, and on the fateful 
night of the concert Brian and danny are forced into 
decisions that will change their lives forever  5/27-
5/30. Friday 7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 2:15, 
4:15 & 7:15; Monday 7:15

“The close, cramped intimacy of this film is so real it 
stings. The performances are uniformly terrific.”

—Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

HI DEF bALLET & OpErA
AT THE DOCTOrOw CENTEr FOr THE 

ArTS, MAIN STrEET, HUNTEr

COppELIA 
PeRfoRMeD By THe 
PARIS oPeRA BAlleT

Sunday, May 8 at 2:15 pM
Tickets: $20

1 hour, 55 minutes with one intermission
Since its creation in 1870, Coppélia or The Girl with 
enamel eyes has been a huge success and has re-
mained in the Opéra repertoire ever since. Considered 
to be emblematic of the French choreographic style, 
it has been the subject of numerous reinterpretations 
and was brought to Russia by famous choreographers 
Jules Perrot and Marius Petipa.
 For this adaptation, Patrice Bart returned to the 
literary origins that inspired the ballet—Hoffmann’s 
fantasy tale—and to the more bizarre elements which 
had been edited out by the original creators Arthur 
Saint-Léon, Charles Nuitter and Léo delibes. He un-
derlined the depth of the characters and made Cop-
pélius a somber and disquieting man, emphasizing his 
strange and formidable love for manipulating objects 
and beings. Coppélius is also haunted by the image of a 
woman loved and lost and whose memory is evoked by 
Swanilda.

THE bArbEr 
OF SEvILLE, bY 
rOSSINI

fRoM THe TeATRo ReGIo DI PARMA
Sunday, May 22 at 2:15 pM

Tickets: $20
2 hours, 35 minutes with one intermission

In Italian with English subtitles  
Rossini’s charming comedy The Barber of Seville is 
sure to leave you singing “Figaro, Figaro, Figaro!” – just 
one of this opera’s many memorable tunes. A truly 
italianate spectacle, performed on the classic stage 
of the Teatro Regio di Parma in Parma, italy. Starring 
Luca Salsi as the rapscallion barber Figaro and Ketevan 
Kemoklidze as the clever beauty Rosina.
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ArTHUr
(RATed PG-13, 110 MiNuTeS)
Starring Russell Brand, Helen Mirren and
Jennifer Garner
A drunken playboy stands to lose a wealthy inheritance 
when he falls for a woman his family doesn’t like.
Begins 4/29. VIsit www.catskillmtn.org for show times.

SOUL SUrFEr
(RATed PG, 106 MiNuTeS)
Starring AnnaSophia Robb, Dennis Quaid and
Helen Hunt
A teenage surfer girl summons the courage to go back 
into the ocean after losing an arm in a shark attack.
Begins 4/29. VIsit www.catskillmtn.org for show times.

THOr
(RATed PG-13, 114 MiNuTeS)
Starring Chris Hemsworth, Anthony Hopkins and
Natalie Portman
The powerful but arrogant warrior Thor is cast out of 
the fantastic realm of Asgard and sent to live amongst 
humans on earth, where he soon becomes one of their 
finest defenders.
Begins 5/6. VIsit www.catskillmtn.org for show times.

pIrATES OF THE CArIbbEAN:
ON STrANgEr TIDES
(RATed PG-13, 141 MiNuTeS)
Starring Johnny Depp, Penélope Cruz and Ian McShane
Jack Sparrow and Barbossa embark on a quest to find 
the elusive fountain of youth, only to discover that 
Blackbeard and his daughter are after it too.
Begins 5/20. VIsit www.catskillmtn.org for show times.

KUNg FU pANDA 2
(RATed PG)
Starring Jack Black, Angelina Jolie and Jackie Chan
Po joins forces with a group of new kung-fu masters to 
take on an old enemy with a deadly new weapon.
Begins 5/26. VIsit www.catskillmtn.org for show times.

HANNA
(RATed PG-13, 111 MiNuTeS)
Starring Saoirse Ronan, Cate Blanchett and eric Bana
A 16-year-old who was raised to be the perfect assassin 
is dispatched on a mission across europe, tracked by 
a ruthless intelligence agent and her operatives.  VIsit 
www.catskillmtn.org for show times.

In the Doctorow Center for the Arts
Main Street, Village of Hunter

Screens One and Three, showing
the best of first-run Hollywood films. 

We show the very best Hollywood films available each 
week. The following are some films that we will

show during the month of May.

For the most up-to-date schedule, call 518 263 2002 or
check www.catskillmtn.org. While there, sign up for our e-mail updates so 

you can get the newest schedule delivered to your e-mail box each week!
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Catskill Mountain
Foundation Annual Benefit

Featuring a short performance by The Na-
tional Dance Institute Celebration Team of  

young dancers from New York City
Saturday, July 16, 2011

The CMF’s annual benefit raises funds that enable us to 
present year-round programming in music, theater, dance and 
literature and to host arts residencies with the National Dance 
Institute, the Orchard Project / eXchange, and the Hudson 

River Fellowship. We hope you’ll join us in our vision to keep 
the arts alive in our community. Please save the date and join us 

for this fun evening celebrating the arts.

Discussion & Book 
Signing
with Jacques 
d’Amboise &
Jennifer Homans

Saturday, July 23, 2011, 1 pm 
Admission: $5

Discussion and booksigning with National Dance Institute 
Director Jacques d’Amboise, author of  I Was a Dancer and 
Jennifer Homans, author of  Apollo’s Angels: A History 

of  Dance. 

National Dance 
Institute
Celebration 
Team & Young 
Dancers from 
the Region

Saturday, July 30, 2011, 7 pm
Tickets: $10

This delightful performance features NDI’s Celebration Team 
and local children who have completed a summer workshop 

with NDI in Hunter.

Celebrate the Opening of the
Orpheum Theater!

Tannersville, New York

Catskill Mountain Foundation
Route 23A, Main Street • Village of  Hunter

(518) 263-2063 • www.catskillmtn.org
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HUNTEr vILLAgE SqUArE • 7950 MAIN ST/rTE. 23A / 518 263 2050 
HOUrS: Thur. & Fri. 10AM-5PM, SAT. 10AM–7PM, Sun. 10AM-5PM

ViLLaGe SQuaRe bookStoRe
& LiteRaRy aRtS CenteR

traveling between the Lines:
europe in 1938
Discussion & booksigning with
rebecca Mcbride
date: Saturday July 9, 1:00 pm
Location: Village Square Bookstore
admission: $5

Rebecca McBride, freelance writer from Old Chatham, NY, will 
read from, discuss, and sign her book, Traveling Between the 
Lines: Europe in 1938. From May to September 1938, one year 
before the start of World War ii, McBride’s parents, John and 
Margaret Randolph, traveled from the u.S. to europe. At ages 34 
and 27, they were on an adventure, traveling by train, renting 
bicycles, and sleeping in youth hostels—a typical tour in an 
atypical time. John Randolph kept a daily journal of the trip. 
After his death, McBride came across the journal. She began 
to research the historical context for the trip—europe on the 
brink of war—and ask, how much did they know, and what did 
they see? The book combines his journal and photographs with 
her historical and personal commentary. 

i Was a Dancer
& apollo’s angels
Discussion & booksigning 
with jacques d’Amboise 
and jennifer Homans
date: Saturday, July 23, 1:00 pm
Location: Orpheum Theater,
                      Tannersville
admission: $5
National dance institute director Jacques d’Amboise & Jen-
nifer Homans, author of Apollo’s Angels: History of dance. Mr. 
d’Amboise has been recognized as one of the finest classical 
dancers of our time. He now leads the field of arts education 
with a model program that exposes thousands of school chil-
dren to the magic and discipline of dance. in 1976, while still 
a principal dancer at the New York City Ballet, Mr. d’Amboise 
founded National dance institute in the belief that the arts 
have a unique power to engage and motivate individuals 
towards excellence.

River of Words: Reading,
Discussion & booksigning
featuring writers Shalom Auslander, 
Helen benedict, wesley brown, 
Alison gaylin, Mikhail Horowitz, 
Nina Shengold and photographer & 
author jennifer May

date: Sunday, July 31, 1:00 pm
Location: Village Square Bookstore 
admission: $5
Come join us for a reading, discussion and book-signing featur-
ing contributors to River of Words, edited by Nina Shengold, 
with photographs by Jennifer May.
 For centuries, writers have drawn inspiration from the 
Hudson River and its surroundings. in River of Words, author 
Nina Shengold and photographer Jennifer May explore the cur-
rent crop of Hudson Valley writers, offering intimate portraits 
of seventy-six contemporary writers who live and work in this 
magnificent and storied region.  

Castles of new york
Discussion and booksigning with 
author Scott Ian barry
date: Saturday, August 16, 1:00 pm
Location: Village Square Bookstore
admission: $5
Often the highlight of any european va-
cation, castles have captured the hearts 
of architecture buffs and romantics for generations. However, 
splendid examples of the form can be found right here in New 
York, as award-winning photographer Scott ian Barry shows in 
this architectural and historical tour of twenty-nine of his fa-
vorite castles throughout the state. included here are such well-
known destinations as Frederic edwin Church’s nineteenth-cen-
tury Moorish castle Olana just south of Hudson, along with less 
well-known and more off-the-beaten-path structures, including 
“Cat Rock” Castle in Garrison. in words and in stunning photo-
graphs, Barry tells us the story behind each castle, while also 
exploring along the way what draws him—and us—to these 
monumental buildings in the first place.

The Village Square Bookstore & Literary Arts Center has over 10,000 titles in stock including books 
on the visual arts, crafts, film, poetry, drama, illustrated children’s storybooks, cooking, gardening, 

fiction and non-fiction, bestsellers, publishers’ overstocks and one of the largest selections 
of books on the Catskill Region in the area. We also carry an assortment of games, gifts and cards.

Schedule of Literary events  
(the Hunter Village Square Bookstore is always adding programs to its calendar of events so please check 

our Web site at www.catskillmtn.org frequently!)
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Photo by Francis X. D
riscoll

GRAND OPENING of the
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION 

PIANO MUSEUM
Home of the Steven E. Greenstein Piano Collection

Coming in June…

The expanded collection and new educational displays are open to the public weekly:
Friday and Saturday, noon-4 pm, and by appointment. Group tours and guided tours are available.

For more information or to make an appointment for a tour, please phone David Peskin at 518 263 2036.

Route 23A, Main Street, Village of Hunter • www.catskillmtn.org

The CMF Piano Museum is funded in part by the Jarvis and Constance Doctorow Family Foundation

• A collection of close to 20 early 
and modern keyboard instruments 
• Tuning Tools and Tool Kits
• The American Piano Experience

• Pianos and the White House
• Piano Shawls
• Piano and Composer Timeline
• Piano Manufacturing

The Collection Features:

Saturday & Sunday, June 11 & 12
Saturday, June 11, 2 pm

Piano Museum tour and demonstration with Kenneth Hamrick, harpsichordist and fortepianist
and Steven Greenstein, owner of the piano collection and vintage piano restorer.

Saturday, June 11, 8 pm
Opening Gala Jazz Concert Featuring a Tribute to Sir Roland Hanna, with a trio playing

the 1800’s Boardman and Grey piano owned by the jazz legend.

Sunday, June 12, 2 pm
American Virtuosi Piano Quintet with Kenneth Hamrick performing on three pianos from the collection.
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kaateRSkiLL fine aRtS
AN eveR CHANGING SeleCTIoN of fINe ARTS AND exQuISITe CRAfTS

HUNTEr vILLAgE SqUArE | 7950 MAIN ST/rTE. 23A, HUNTEr
518 263 2060 | gallery@catskillmtn.org | www.catskillmtn.org/gallery

gALLErY HOUrS: wED.–FrI. 10AM-5pM, SAT. 10AM–7pM, SUN. 1pM-5pM

An Exhibition of Art by Local High School Students

MAY 7–jUNE 26, 2011
Opening reception: Saturday, May 7, 4-6 pM

ArT 21 x 3

Now in its third year, ART 21 x 3 will feature over 50 pieces of art in several media, created by students between the 
ages of 16-21 under the supervision of their art teachers. The exhibit will once again contain artworks by creative 
Hunter-Tannersville Central School students under the supervision of art teacher, Rita Mary Vining. This year, the 
Kaaterskill Gallery is pleased to announce that students of Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School under the super-
vision of art teacher Dan Yolen and Cairo-Durham Central School students under the supervision of Anthony Taibi 
will also be on display.
 The Kaaterskill Fine Arts Gallery Director, Laureen Priputen, expressed enthusiasm for the growing popularity of 
this annual show. “These young artists are our future,” Laureen said. “Some of them may actually go on to be artists; 
most will not. However, all of them will gain a greater appreciation of arts and culture through participation in this 
show. This is a fabulous showcase for local students and art educators alike.”

National Dance Institute
Two Week Residency

July 18 - July 29, 2011
The National Dance Institute is a cornerstone of the Catskill Mountain Foundation’s children’s 

programming, offering dance residences to local children who might not otherwise come in contact 
with this New York City-based organization. Now in its fourth year, NDI will offer two-week 

residencies for children ages 9-13 this August in the new, larger performance space in the Orpheum 
Theater. Watch for news of the culmination of this unique dance event with a fully-staged performance 

of the children’s work at the Orpheum Theater on Saturday, July 30, 2011.

For more information or to register, please call (518) 263-2073
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CATSKILL HIGH PEAKS
FESTIVAL:

MUSIC WITH ALTITUDE!
Presented in partnership with Close Encounters with Music,

Yehuda Hanani, Artistic Director
August 27–September 4

Daily Master Classes, Workshops, Concerts and Lectures,
all Open to the Public!

Saturday, August 27, 8pm
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter, NY

Yehuda Hanani, cello; James Tocco, piano;
Shmuel Ashkenasi, violin

A Night of Trios
Program will include works by Mendelssohn and Beethoven

Friday, September 2, 8pm
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter, NY

Vassily Primakov, piano
Romantic Traditions

Program will include works by Chopin, Rachmaninoff and 
Ossip Gabrilowitch

Saturday September 3, 8pm
Windham Civic & Performing Arts Center, Main Street, 

Windham, NY
Lyric Piano Quartet

Glenn Dicterow, violin Karen Dreyfus, viola, 
Frederick Zlotkin, cello, Gerald Robbins, piano

Program will include works by Fauré and Brahms

Sunday September 4, 8pm
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter, NY

Eliot Fisk, guitar; Yehuda Hanani, cello
From Baroque to Flamenco … 

an evening of classical guitar and cello
Program will include works by Boccherini, Bach, Paganini, 

Albeniz, Villa-Lobos and de Falla

For Tickets or More Information:
518 263 2063 or www.catskillmtn.org
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Ceramics Courses:
July 1-3: Sensational Salt fire!

with Susan Beecher

July 8-10: begin, Refresh & Refine!
with Michael Boyer

July 15-17: Delightful Decorating
with Susan Bogen

July 15-17: Creating expressive Sculptures
with tania Kravath

July 21-26: flashing & fuming
with Randy Brodnax

July 29-august 2: Conjuring the three Graces
with Lisa naples

august 4-8: Pouring and Drinking Pots: a tour
with Mark Shapiro

august 11-16: finding form & Surface
with Michael Connelly

august 13: beautiful bowls
with Maureen Garcia

august 19-23: altering Pots
with Susan Beecher

and Don’t forget about our beautiful
on-Campus Housing—Call today!

Look for our Summer Course brochure, or log 
onto www.sugarmaples.org. for more informa-

tion, to register or to make reservations for 
housing, call fran imperiale at 518 263 2073.

Susan Beecher Michael Connelly
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When a small group of compassionate citizens came together some years ago, their purpose was quite simple: to 
enrich life on the mountaintop. This progressive group of second homeowners, soon to become the Windham 

Chapter, has taken many small steps to make great strides in our community. As a division of the Catskill Mountain 
Foundation, the Windham Chapter is committed to supporting projects in the arts, education, and recreation.

Their impact has been felt on many levels; from the very public to the intensely personal: radio and emergency 
equipment for local firefighters, medical care for families, band uniforms for WAJ students and college scholarships 
for deserving graduates. This group saw a need and made a commitment to help fill it. Since 2003, the Windham 

Chapter has awarded nearly 2 million dollars to local non-profit organizations.

Some people want things to happen, some people wish things to happen...

The Windham Chapter makes things happen.

The Windham Chapter is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, governed by an all-volunteer board.

Windham Chapter• P.O. Box 600• Windham, NY 12496 
www.windhamchapter.com

HUNTEr vILLAgE SqUArE, 7950 MAIN ST./rTE.23A, vILLAgE OF HUNTEr, NY

518-263-2071 • www.CATSKILLMTN.Org

Every Saturday night, 5 pm to 9 pm
featuring classic Italian and Asian specialties, such as: Mango Salad with Seared Salmon,

Thai Tofu & Butternut Squash Curry, Pasta with Ragu Bolognese,
Penne with Herbed Grilled Chicken Alfredo and Spaghetti with Shrimp Fra Diavolo

ExECutIVE CHEf, MICHaEL CotRonE, pRESEntS: 

Thai-Italia




