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On the Cover: The PhoeniciaVOICEFEST banners lining Main Street were designed by local school children
under the guidance of artist Brenda Goodman. Photo by Phyllis McCabe

For more information on this year’s festival, see page 12. 
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The ArTs

The Gala Orchestra Concert
Saturday July 16, 2011 at 8:00 PM

The 2011 Season is made possible in part with public 
funds from the Greene County Legislature through the 
Greene County Cultural Fund, administered in Greene 
County by the Greene County Council on the Arts.

Windham Chamber Music Festival
Windham Civic & Performing Arts Center

5379 State Route 23 (Main Street)
Windham, NY 12496

Reserve: 518-734-3868 
or info@windhammusic.com 

Lyric Piano Quartet
Saturday September 3, 2011 at 8:00 PM

Peter Serkin in Recital With  
Shirien Taylor-Donahue

Saturday August 13, 2011 at 8:00 PM

www.windhammusic.com

Windham Chamber Music
Festival Presents Annual Gala
Orchestra Concert on July 16
The Windham Chamber Music Festival is 
pleased to present its Annual Gala Orchestra 
Concert on Saturday, July 16 at 8:00 pm at 
the Windham Civic and Performing Arts 
Center, 5379 Main Street Windham, NY. 

The Festival Orchestra will be conducted by Robert Manno and the featured soloist for 
the evening will be the brilliant clarinetist Alan Kay performing Aaron Copland’s jazzy 
Concerto for clarinet, harp, piano and strings.
 Other featured works on this exciting and varied program include the first complete 
concert performance of American composer Romeo Cascarino’s evocative The Acadian 
Land, Haydn’s Symphony #24 in D Major, and two beloved works: Maurice Ravel’s 
Mother Goose Suite and Johann Strauss’ Blue Danube Waltzes.
 Clarinetist Alan Kay is an Artistic Director and member of the Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra and serves as Principal Clarinet with New York’s Riverside Symphony and the 
Little Orchestra Society. He also performs as principal with the American Symphony 
and the Orchestra of St. Luke’s. He is a founding member of Windscape and Hexagon 
and appears regularly with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center. A virtuoso of 
the wind repertoire, Alan Kay has recorded with Hexagon, Windscape, Sylvan Winds, 
Orpheus and numerous other ensembles. 
 Windham Chamber Music Festival concerts are held at the Windham Civic and Per-
forming Arts Center, 5379 Main Street Windham, NY 12496. All concerts are followed by a 
complimentary reception at the Windham Fine Arts Gallery located directly across the street. 
This concert sells out quickly, so make reservations early at 518 734 3868 or at info@wind-
hammusic.com. Tickets are $35; Seniors: $30; Contributors: $25; Students: $5 (cash or check 
only), and are available in advance in Windham at The Catskill Mountain Country Store, 
Carol’s Gift Emporium and the Windham Public Library.

On View at Kaaterskill Fine Arts Gallery:
The Work of susan Beecher—
Wood Fire Potter
“I have been a studio potter for more than 20 years and 
thousands of pots, but I still feel the pull of the studio and 
the desire to make good mugs, vases, jars, plates and more! 
I am deeply influenced by the flora and fauna of Greene 
County, NY’s mountain top environment and my decora-

tions come from this. And I never tire of the magic that happens when we happily 
open the kiln and want to start the process all over again!
 “I am equally committed to sharing my craft with others and carrying on the 
rich tradition of the hand made object. I enjoy teaching weekly classes at Sugar 
Maples Center for Creative Arts in Maplecrest, NY and look forward to the com-
munity that develops between us.”
 See Susan’s work, along with the work of other Sugar Maples instructors, on view 
from July 2 through August 28 at Kaaterskill Fine Arts Gallery in Hunter Village Square 
on Main Street in Hunter. Call 518 263 2060 or visit www.catskillmtn.org for gallery 
hours. For a complete schedule of classes at Sugar Maples, visit www.sugarmaples.org. 
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The hunter stone Carving seminar: A Free Two-Week 
stone Carving Class July 25-August 6   
Led by sculptor Kevin VanHentenryck, known regionally for the life-size 
sculpture of Rip Van Winkle at the summit of Hunter Mountain, the 
Hunter Stone Carving Seminar is open to everyone, of all ages and skill 
levels, from the absolute novice to expert stone carvers. The class takes place 
in Hunter, NY, and covers all aspects of stone carving from concept and 
design to surface finish. Both hand and pneumatic carving are explored. 
Students can join the group for an hour, an afternoon, a day, or the entire 
two weeks—whatever your schedule allows. Seminar hours are 8 am to 6 
pm, Monday through Saturday. Stone, tools, compressed air and instruction 
are supplied. The students are only responsible for their own personal safety 
gear: disposable dust mask, ear plugs, eye protection and work gloves. 
 After more than 30 years of study, work as a figurative sculptor, and a carver of sculptural signs, Mr. VanHentenryck takes great 
pleasure in presenting The Hunter Stone Carving Seminar. Now in its fifth year, the Hunter Stone Carving Seminar is FREE thanks to 
the support of the Town of Hunter, the Village of Tannersville, the Kaatskill Mountain Club, Big Top Tent, Falkey’s Quarry-Cobleskill 
Stone, Trow and Holden Tool Co., Scotty’s Potties, WRIP, Williams Lumber, and this publication. The Hunter Stone Carving Semi-
nar is made possible with public funds from the Decentralization Program of the NYS Council on the Arts, administered in Greene 
County by the Greene County Council on the Arts through the Twin Counties Cultural Fund.
 Through the generous donation of a 10-ton block of bluestone eight-feet tall by Tompkins Bluestone of Hancock, NY—a new 
sculpture will take shape with this year’s class. “The Spirit of the Mountains will be a fully realistic allegory—very classical…” said 
VanHentenryck. So come on up to the Hunter Stone Carving Seminar and try your hand. Or just stop by and say hello, and see how 
the sculpture is emerging. It’s Bluestone season!
 For more information about the seminar, including precise location and registration, call 518 989 6356.



6 • www.catskillregionguide.com

n Saturday, July 23, The Roxbury Arts Group (RAG) 
will host the first ever “For Arts’ Sake” Auction to benefit 

both RAG’s arts’ programs in the Catskills and the contributing 
artists. The halls of The Roxbury Arts Center on Vega Mt. Road 
in Roxbury will be filled with about 80 paintings, sculptures and 
photographs by the area’s most esteemed artists, and lavish finger 
foods and festive drinks will be served in a large tent. “For Arts 
Sake” is a new event for RAG, but for artists and art lovers it will 
seem as though the CRAS Auction is back after an absence of 
three years.
 Catskill Rural AIDS Services (CRAS), an organization that 
provided a range of support services to HIV-positive Catskill 
residents and their families and prevention-education for the 
community, created the highly successful auction as its principal 
fundraiser, and for eleven years it was the highlight of the sum-
mer social season. From the beginning, The Roxbury Arts Group 
generously donated its space for the event. With the demise of 
CRAS as an organization in 2008, the art auction ended, though 
CRAS founder Andrew Weiss says, every summer many people 
approach him to say how much they miss the event. “The event 
became so successful that we had attendees from as far away as 

Sullivan County, Cooperstown and Vermont. It was gratifying to 
have this support from people while providing artists a venue in 
Delaware County with a large number of attendees from all over,” 
says Marc Osterweil another founder of CRAS who organized 
publicity and bidding materials for the auction.  
 Now, Weiss serves on the RAG Board of Directors, as does 
Mary Sheerin, another former CRAS board member and the 
person who first conceived the idea of the CRAS Auction and 
worked on all of them. Weiss says, “It was clear that there had 
always been a natural synergy between the CRAS auction and 
RAG. RAG’s mission is to support the arts and artists, and this 
huge event in its space had a major impact on the arts scene. 
Many artists who participated in the auction then went on to 
have exhibits in the RAG gallery program.” So when the RAG 
Board of Directors met with Executive Director Susan Kenny 
to discuss fundraising plans, reviving the art auction seemed a 
natural idea for RAG, and Weiss and Sheerin agreed to organize 
it. Thus, “For Arts’ Sake” was born. 
 Sheerin says the response from artists has been remark-
ably positive. “They are actually thanking me for asking them to 
donate work,” she says. Susan Kenny comments, “The artists in 

The First Annual
RAG Art Auction

Carrying on a Longstanding Tradition of
Giving Back to the Community

O

The CRAS Auction brought art lovers from all over the Northeast. Photo courtesy of the Roxbury Arts Group
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the Catskills are incredibly generous, always ready to donate work 
for a good cause. When the cause is an organization that exist to 
support artists, it only makes sense to compensate them at least 
a little for the support they give us.” Therefore, RAG’s Board de-
cided that the artists should directly benefit from the sale of their 
pieces by receiving 30% of the winning bid.   
 “For Arts’ Sake” will not include work from craftspeople and 
artisans, as the CRAS Auction did.  Sheerin says that the commit-
tee decided to focus on painting, sculpture and photography this 
year. If works of art are received early enough, there will be a pre-
view on the RAG Web site, www.roxburyartsgroup.org, together 
with the artist’s own Web site as a reference to her/his oeuvre.  
 Among the artists who have pledged work to “For Arts Sake” 
are: Tom Blackwell, Marie Cummings, Janice DeMarino, Louise 
Fishman, Leonard Dufresne, John Egner, Deborah Geurtze, Lisa 
Jacobson, Joanna Murphy, Carla Shapiro, Jody Primoff, Sabine 
Koengeter, Tess Steinkolk, Charles Bremer and many others. “It’s 
already an impressive lineup,” says Sheerin, noting that there are 
many more illustrious names to come. Weiss commented that it 
is unusual to walk into the home of friends and not see work on 
the walls that was acquired at the CRAS Auction. “It’s become 
a traditional way for collectors to acquire the best art available 
anywhere,” he says.   
 The bidding is expected to be intense, if past history is any in-
dicator. Most of the 300-plus people who attend this event expect 

compete to buy at least one piece.. Although good sportsmanship 
prevails for the most part, it’s not unusual to see anxious bidders 
hovering near a desired work as the clock ticks down to the closing 
of the bidding. Others affect a studied nonchalance, not wanting 
competitors to know which piece they are bidding on.  
 The auction will be divided into three sections, with the 
bidding closing at a different time for each section. That way, the 
organizers explain, if you lose out in one section, there’s still time 
to get into the bidding in another section. 
 Meanwhile, in the tent outside the Arts Center, happy bid-
ders and artists mingle and catch up with the latest gossip while 
eating and drinking from a vast array of good food and drink, all 
of which is donated. Busy volunteers hustle back and forth be-
tween kitchen and tent bearing platters of sweets and savories to 
satisfy even the most selective consumer. In fact, the whole event 
relies heavily on volunteer help: to solicit the art, inventory it, 
hang it, manage the food and drinks service, staff the event itself, 
with help along the way from RAG staff and the experienced help 
of the original CRAS planners—Sheerin, Osterweil, Weiss and 
the invaluable Doree Hubar, who provides assistance with the 
complex coordination of the event. .  
 Admission is $20, which includes bidding numbers, and the 
reception. The Roxbury Arts Center is at 5025 Vega Mountain Road, 
Roxbury, NY 12474.  For more information visit www.roxburyarts-
group.org or phone 607 326 7908. 
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FAIrs & FesTIVALs
Bluegrass in Greenville returns this August
with a Great Lineup of Traditional Bluegrass
The Freehold Aviation Association is once again pleased to present Bluegrass in Green-
ville, a three-day-long celebration of traditional bluegrass music. To be held this year 
August 12-14 at the Freehold Airport in Freehold, this year’s festival will include 
performances by Smokey Greene, the Atkinson Family, the Larry Gillis Band, Travers 
Chandler and Avery County, Kickin’ Grass, Surefire, the Timmons Family, The Cabin 
Fever Band and Bill Knowlton. 

 Many regular festival attendees may recognize some of these names as having performed at the festival in the past, and organizers 
are happy to see these old favorites return. But there are some new names as well, including Travers Chandler and Avery County and 
The Timmons Family.
 Travers Chandler and Avery County came together after two long time bluegrass sidemen decided that, after many years, it was 
time to play the music they wanted. With numerous IBMA awards on their mantles after stints with The James King Band, Danny 
Paisley and The Southern Grass, The Country Gentlemen and numerous others, the band has come together to bring back the sounds 
of traditional, edge-of-your-seat, bluegrass that was spread from country to city during the 1950s & ‘60s. Forget the clichés…this is 
the music that moved with hard-luck Southerners from the hills and hollers of the South to the dirty cities of the Mid-Atlantic and 
Northeast in the middle of the last century when work in the fields and mines was harder to come by than the factories further north. 
Once rural Southern folk then found themselves crowded in a smokey barroom to hear the familiar sounds they once loved to hear on 
their families’ Carolina porches. This is the music of Travers Chandler and Avery County…and what some call “Baltimore Barroom 
Bluegrass.”
 The Timmons Family started playing professionally in 1993. The band plays good hard driving traditional and gospel bluegrass. 
They have toured the eastern United States and two tours in Canada performing with all the major stars of Bluegrass, including Ralph 
Stanley, Richey Skaggs and Rhonda Vincent, just to name a few. 
 For more information about the festival, including ticket information, log onto www.freeholdaviation.com.

Travers Chandler and Avery County
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ith its growing popularity, a major stream celebration is 
being planned once again in Ashland, NY on Saturday, 

August 6, 2011 (rain date: August 7). The 5th Annual Batavia Kill 
Stream Celebration is a FREE all day event and includes educa-
tional activities for the entire family, music, performing arts and 
art gallery, fly casting and tying demonstrations, free giveaways 
for kids, and agency exhibitors from all over the region who 
highlight the many services and programs they offer to landown-
ers, businesses and communities throughout the NYC Watershed. 
The event will again be on the beautiful 10-acre property of the 
Country Suite Bed and Breakfast, at the corner of State Route 23 
and County Route 17 in Greene County. 
 The Celebration coincides with the 15-year anniversary of 
the Stream Management Program, a partnership program be-
tween New York City and the upstate watershed communities in 
which the City’s drinking water originates. All activities and inter-
active programs are geared for the entire family, including guided 
stream tours showcasing the field of modern stream science and 
restoration techniques, plant and tree identification walks, exhib-
its that simulate stream and underground water movement, and 
hands-on water quality testing for kids and adults, to name a few.  
Underscoring the interconnectedness of the natural landscape to 

stream systems, the Batavia Kill is highlighted as a major water 
resource for local communities and NYC.
 New this year will be a cooking demonstration by renowned 
Green Peas TV, a traveling cooking show, using locally harvested 
foods by celebrated chefs from the Hudson Valley. Regional hik-
ing clubs will be on hand promoting the outstanding recreational 
resources of the Catskill Mountains, and musical performances 
by New Jersey’s Swampgrass Jug Band and local troubadour Mike 
Ryan will be sure have your feet tapping and hands clapping. Arm 
of the Sea Theater will round out the entertainment with a fea-
tured performance of City that Drinks the Mountain Sky, the epic 
story of NYC’s water supply told in the elemental beauty of pup-
pet theater. Clarks BBQ and local products from Pure Catskills 
members will again be available, as well as an assortment of local 
craft vendors.    
 Adults, children and all those who love the countryside are 
invited to attend this unique, free, and fun-packed family-educa-
tional day. You won’t want to miss this stream-side summer event!
 For a complete listing of activities, exhibitors and vendors, as 
well as directions to the site, call the Greene County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Watershed Assistance Program at 518 589 
6871, or visit www.gcswcd.com/swp/eo/bksc.html. 

Celebrate Catskill Streams
The 5th Annual Stream Celebration

W

A simulated stream table exhibit from last year’s Batavia Kill Stream Celebration.



July 2011 • guide  11

DeBaun Art Gallery

River Waders                    Watercolor                   21 X 29

Featuring the Paintings of
Barry DeBaun

4091Trail Motel, Rt.28, Boiceville, NY 12412
(845) 657-2552 www.debaunart.net
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n August 4, 5,6 and 7, the freshest new summer music festival 
in the Catskills, VOICEFEST 2011, takes place in one of its 

tiniest towns, Phoenicia—recently dubbed one of the “Coolest 
Small Towns in America” by Budget Travel. On these under-the-
stars evenings and summer-in-the-mountains days, the hamlet 
becomes a hub of the vocal arts, vibrating with the sounds of opera, 
gospel, baroque, cabaret, choral and world music. Evenings are 
especially magnificent. People of all ages are drawn to the Festival 
Stage, where centerpiece shows take place while the audience sits on 
blankets and chairs, sipping champagne, picnicking, or just taking 
in the whole, lovely scene. Locals who have never experienced their 
town so immensely aglow in the healing power of music—and the 
thousands of visitors swept into the spirit—may ponder how all of 
this magically appeared. It is a small town and many know that the 
Festival could not happen without their own involvement.
 In August 2009, a very different event occurred. Phoenicia, 
where the three of us live, sought to raise money for much needed 
playground equipment. A team of dedicated local volunteers 
helped us produce “Opera under the Stars.” We performed and an 
audience of over 500 cried out for more. The incredibly positive 
response was followed by meetings with people, merchants and 
officials in the town and wider community. Local and county 
support, a group of talented staff members, and scores of other 

volunteers and artists became spokes in the wheel of collaboration 
that is the heart and soul of the Festival. In a relatively short time, 
the idea of a festival celebrating the joys and healing powers of the 
human voice became a reality. In August 2010, over 3,000 people 
experienced the transformation of this picturesque mountain 
village into a destination summer music festival—The Phoenicia 
Festival of the Voice.
 Described in his autobiography, My World, Luciano Pavarot-
ti’s perspective that “…as an art form, opera is a rare and remark-
able creation” speaks to the importance of what we are trying to 
accomplish. Pavarotti’s willingness to perform beyond precious 
concert halls emerged from an unbridled enthusiasm and goal to 
take opera to a much wider audience. “One way you can reach 
more people, find fresh converts, is to mix things people already 
like with the new things you want them to consider.” Our vision 
aligns with that of the great master. Phoenicia VOICEFEST 
centers around a major operatic performance and offers opera afi-
cionados the quality of artistry they have come to expect. Several 
of our performers have sung with Pavarotti. All share his desire to 
win hearts for the love of opera and are helping us establish this 
unique and classically grounded Festival. Other fabulous artists 
in an array of vocal genres are presented to round out the Festival 
experience and “find fresh converts.”

By Kerry Henderson, Louis Otey and Maria Todaro

The Healing Power of Voice
O

The crowd rejoices at last year’s gospel concert by Rozz Morehead. Photo by Bernard Handzel
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 In 2010, the world-renowned coloratura soprano, Elizabeth 
Futral, opened the Festival. Recently she spoke of the experience 
in retrospect: “Summer music festivals are high on my list of 
beloved musical experiences as a performer and a listener. Singing 
under the stars on a cool summer evening in Phoenicia on a stage 
nestled in the edge of the woods was one of the highlights of last 
year for me.” This year, Gospel Diva Rozz Morehead, whose audi-
ence roared with approval last year, opens under-the-stars on the 
new Festival Stage. The following evening, “Voices of Distinction” 
follows suit and introduces a fabulous group of young professional 
opera singers to the Festival. Saturday’s centerpiece opera, Mozart’s 
Don Giovanni, is proudly presented this year with supertitles and 
full orchestra. Metropolitan Opera maestro, Steven White, returns 
to conduct The Woodstock Chamber Orchestra along with a cast 
of internationally acclaimed performers, including bass Morris 
Robinson, soprano Michelle Jennings and tenor Barry Banks, who 
is en route to opening “The Verdi Season” at La Scala. On the 
world music stage we are fortunate to have with us the Arab sensa-
tion, Simon Shaheen. Piano virtuosi Babette Hierholzer, Sylvia 
Bucelli and Justin Kolb astound with six-hand keyboard agility. 
Children’s events include scenic train rides, singing along at the 
Clearwater initiative “The Power of Song,” and performances by 
Uncle Rock and Ralph and Ralph.
 Following the success of last summer, VOICEFEST 2011 
reflects our expanded vision and renaming as The Phoenicia Inter-
national Festival of the Voice. It represents for us a labor of love, 
passion and hope: love for music and singing and the amazing 
effects that it produces on human beings; passion for this area and 
its people; and, hope for the rebirth both artistically and economi-
cally of this lovely corner of the Catskill Mountains. 
 We founded the Phoenicia International Festival of the Voice 
because we truly believe in the healing power of song. We don’t 
want the audience to leave merely feeling entertained; we want 
their spirits to reach a higher level. Classical singing, particularly 
opera, has an ability to uplift, to cause vibrations that ripple 
through people and touch places they didn’t know they had. A 
soaring high note, a rumbling low note, a note sustained and soft, 
a beautifully arching phrase, notes that fly by like the wind—no 

Last year’s production of Falstaff. Photo by Bernard Handzel



14 • www.catskillregionguide.com

other vocal form expresses itself to the extent and degree of opera 
capably delivered. Opera combines the emotional, dramatic, 
athletic, and, sometimes, comedic.
 The Parish Field in Phoenicia, cradled by the foothills of Mt. 
Tremper, offers a natural acoustic that augments the placement of 
the Festival stage and accommodates an audience of thousands.  
Like the mountains that surround us, opera is the ultimate and it 
belongs in our midst. Of course, this opinion comes from three 
professional opera singers who perform throughout the world and 
sing in many events in this area.  
 Ours is a festival of the voice because we consider vocal 
music to be especially uplifting to the human spirit. Piano, violin, 
oboe, trombone, accordion, bagpipes, flute, guitar—these are in-
struments that one must pick up and learn. Each person’s voice is 
a unique instrument. It is there always—all day, all night. People 
sing when they are happy and when they are sad…but people 
sing. That is why the human voice and singing is so important—
it is innate. Whether we are listening or singing, the vibrations 
enter into our being and affect how we feel; they lift our mood, 
soothe our emotional wounds. The music of the Festival com-
bines sounds and words that work together to express, to incite, 
to calm, to inspire, to heal! At best, we want concertgoers to leave 
events suspended in a cloud of indescribable sensation—where 
something has shifted inside and the singing made it happen. 

That is why we and so many others work to bring this amazing 
Festival to our little town.  ust as Phoenicia is transformed for 
four days and evenings, so are the hearts of those who come.
 Through our efforts, we also seek to bring economic healing. 
Successful arts festivals throughout the country have significantly 
altered their locales. The Spoleto Festival turned Charleston, 
South Carolina, into a thriving international destination. People 
travel long distances to hear high quality music—especially sing-
ing. The Phoenicia International Festival of the Voice is carv-
ing out its own unique place in the world of music festivals by 
offering internationally acclaimed artists performing in stunning 
natural surroundings in a casual, affordable way. Our audience 
can walk from event to event and stop at local shops and eateries 
in between. Phoenicia offers the unique ability to go tubing down 
a rapidly flowing stream during the day and take in world-class 
opera that evening. It is a place where tattooed, leather-clad bikers 
merge effortlessly with opera aficionados behind the giant carved 
figure of Davy Crocket that overlooks Main Street. The town of 
Phoenicia, quietly nestled in a peaceful valley, offers itself and 
many indoor venues as an extension of the Festival Stage. Just as 
people come to the nearby Emerson Resort and Spa to find heal-
ing, they will come where there is great music and song for the 
same reason.

 The Phoenicia International Festival of the Voice contributes 
to the well-earned reputation of the Catskill Region as a place 
where art and culture is as abundant as hiking trails and streams. 
The Festival brings discovery of this beautiful area to some who 
will return again and again, or, like the three of us and so many 
others, settle down here and call it home. We love our hamlet. It 
is our vision to have a positive effect—cultural and economic—
on our hometown and region.

Kerry Henderson, Louis Otey and Maria Todaro are co-founders and 
trustees of The Phoenicia Festival of the Voice Foundation, a 501(c)3 
organization. For tickets call 845 586 3588 or visit www.Phoenicia-
VOICEFEST.com.

“It is said that a place where two waterways 
meet is sacred ground. Here—between the 
foothills of Mount Tremper and the Mighty 
Esopus—we gave life to something unique 
and magical. The trees and mountains and 
creatures in the woods and rocks and water 
and the people who live here and our friends 
from near and far came together and were 
united by this great primal vibration we call 
voice.  We became one in song.”

—Kerry Henderson, The Phoenicia Festival
of the Voice, August 2010

The best view in the house. Photo by Phyllis McCabe



July 2011 • guide  15

Planning a weekend or family
gathering in the Catskills?

Stay with us!
We offer affordable residential and meeting facilities in a beautiful setting

only two hours from New York City

The Catskill Mountain Foundation has extensive and affordable facilities for artistic residencies, corporate retreats, 
and private events in a spectacular natural setting only two hours from metropolitan New York.

The Foundation’s facilities are located on the inspiringly beautiful Greene County mountain top and
surrounded by the NY State Catskill Park, with its great natural beauty and numerous public hiking trails.

These facilities include comfortable housing, as well as dedicated space for meetings, performances, rehearsals, 
studio arts, exhibition and film screenings. Our fourteen-room Sherwood House Hotel is situated near both Windham 

and Hunter Mountain ski areas and is an ideal choice for groups looking for first-class budget
accommodations near the slopes.

for more information visit our Web site: www.catskillmtn.org/facilities/index.html
call: 518.263.2073 or email: imperialef@catskillmtn.org
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hIKe 3,880-FOOT WesT KILL MOUNTAIN
By Carol and David White

ign in at a trail register just past a barrier gate at the end of 
Spruceton Road. This is for your safety and for the Depart-

ment of Environmental Conservation to monitor trail usage. On 
the blue-marked Diamond Notch Trail, the stream meanders 
away from the trail briefly and then reappears, offering scenic cas-
cades to accompany your walk. Climbing above the stream, in 0.7 
miles you arrive at twelve-foot Diamond Notch Falls, a splendid 
two-tiered waterfall in snowmelt season or after a rainy period. A 
path descends steeply to its base and a shallow pool.
 Read the trail sign, perhaps shed a layer, and view the 
interesting rock formations below the bridge. Water rushes down 
narrow channels and great swirls are etched into the sedimentary 
rock. Be advised that this rock is extremely slippery, if wet, should 
you want to go down and view the falls from above. When we 
first ventured out on this often wet sedimentary rock toward the 
falls, we stopped walking but kept moving! NOTE: June is black 
fly season; save the hike to West Kill Mountain for a breezy day or 
wait until mid-July.

 Cross the bridge and turn right at the trail sign to Buck Ridge 
Lookout and West Kill Mountain summit, following the south 
bank of the West Kill downstream. You are now on the red-marked 
Devil’s Path and, with persistence, will reach a spectacular lookout 
in 2.4 miles. The wooded summit at 2.5 miles has the only sum-
mit sign in the Catskill Forest Preserve. The trail swings away from 
the stream and begins a moderate ascent through attractive decidu-
ous woods with lush ferns. Gaining altitude, hemlock trees appear 
and you’ll notice a very large old-growth hemlock by the trail with 
many thick roots sprawling across and down the trail. This is a 
lovely section with a lot of these stately trees. One tree looks as if it 
recently lost its top in a lightning strike. The grade has moderated 
and the route offers welcome shade on a hot day.
 A section of rocky trail follows. Double markers ahead 
indicate a change in direction, the upper one here showing a left 
turn. The trail gradually swings back to the right and slabs up the 
mountainside with sloping territory on the right. Rusk Mountain 
appears across the way through trees. A wet-weather spring flows 

S

Above: Diamond Notch Falls. At right: Porcupine at the summit of West Kill Mountain. 
All photos by David White
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out from the base of a mossy rock ledge up on the left; at times a 
mere trickle, it can be a steady stream in snowmelt season.
 After passing a big mossy log, the trail actually levels out 
briefly, providing a good breather to tackle climbing a large rock 
area after a left turn. This short steep ascent has good footholds 
and handy roots to grasp; in cold weather, the always-wet rock 
here becomes icy, necessitating microspike footgear or searching 
out a better way to ascend to the left off-trail. This trail is north-
facing and remains snowy longer than the West Kill approach 
from the western Devil’s Path. On April 30, snow patches still 
appeared just above this big ledge! Here a pretty section of small 
balsams and hemlocks and mossy ledges adorn the gradual trail; 
note the variety of mosses on these ledges. After this section, 
steady climbing resumes and then suddenly the trail levels out for 
quite a distance, definitely a welcome breather. 
 After climbing a bit more, you reach the “Cave” at 1.4 miles. 
This is not a cave but more of a large overhang resembling a rock 
lean-to. Having been trained by the Sierra Club’s wilderness first aid 
course, we learned that in a lightning storm, crouching under such 
a shallow cave is dangerous. In a thunderstorm, get off mountain 
summits, ridges, cliff tops, overhangs and shallow caves, and avoid 
streams, tall trees and large boulders. A deep cave is relatively safe. 
Thunderstorms are most dangerous as they approach, especially 
within one mile. Lightning can travel a long way through rock. Cal-
culate the distance by counting the delay between the flash and the 
rumble—five seconds equals one mile. These storms travel around 
20-25 MPH, so once the storm is three miles away, fifteen seconds, 
it will be in striking range in six minutes. Get off a summit and seek 
a low spot among small trees; get as low as possible by crouching 
or sitting on your pack with knees flexed—hug your knees to keep 
your feet together to minimize the ground effect of a near-by strike. 
One cheery note: we’ve been caught at least five times in several 
dangerous places and are still here, hiking and writing!
 Above the “Cave” is the 3500-foot sign, above which you 
are not supposed to camp except in winter. When we first started 
hiking, this was a mind-boggling statement—who in his or her 
right mind would want to camp up here in the winter? Since 
then, we’ve winter camped a bit to achieve climbing the forty-six 
Adirondack High Peaks in winter, but camping in winter is defi-

nitely an acquired taste that we failed to acquire! The thirty-five 
Catskill High Peaks, those exceeding 3500 feet, can all be climbed 
as day trips in any season, and West Kill Mountain is one of the 
real treats in winter. On a chilly, blustery day, the Cave can be 
useful as a respite from wind and even has a fire ring. Above the 
Cave, this high trail meanders up a ridge at very gradual grades, 
and on our first winter climb all the trees were encased in ice that 
shimmered in the sun and clinked in the breezes. 
 After a short downgrade and more level trail, and a few pitches 
up scenic ledges, you arrive on Buck Ridge Lookout, a cliff top 
with magnificent views to Hunter Mountain and Plateau Mountain 
over Diamond Notch. Overlook Mountain in Woodstock peeks 
over the ridgeline of Olderbark Mountain, and the nearly 4,000-
foot Blackhead Range rises to the north. Behind an evergreen tree, 
another ledge offers views south. Cross to a nice view across Spruce-
ton Valley to Rusk and Evergreen Mountains. After a well-earned 
rest and lunch with a view on Buck Ridge, ascend a bit more to the 
true summit of West Kill, marked by a sign. It’s difficult to discern 
where the exact high point is on long flat Catskill summits, so a 
sign is welcome. Catskill peaks aren’t actually mountains, but are 
the tops of an eroded plateau that was pushed up out of an ancient 
sea during tectonic collisions. But our conviction is, “If it looks like 
a mountain and it hikes like a mountain, it’s a mountain!”
 Descend from here; or if you can spot another vehicle at each 
Spruceton Road trailhead, you can hike the Devil’s Path for an-
other 4.5 miles to its terminus on Spruceton Road, 3.8 miles east 
of the West Kill hamlet flagpole. With leaves on trees, there are few 
views from the summit to the trail’s end, but you can experience a 
fine woods ramble with a variety of terrain. Beyond the summit, 
the route continues on the level and in 0.3 miles, a gradual down-
grade begins, reaching the 3500-foot sign at 0.8 miles from the 
top. A mix of downgrades and level trail leads to St. Anne’s Peak, 
which entails an ascent of 220 feet before beginning a final steady 
descent off the ridge. Three miles from the summit, a low point is 
reached in Mink Hollow, often a wet area. Turning right, the trail 
reaches Mink Hollow Brook in another four-tenths of a mile. The 
route then ascends almost indiscernibly through a shady hemlock 
forest, a beautiful section where old hemlock trees still stand. 
 Covered with dark forests atop the escarpment, the Catskill 
Forest Preserve region had been avoided by Native Americans and 
new Europeans alike, who feared this unknown and forbidding 
terrain. In the early nineteenth century, the tanning industry was 
one of the first enterprises that opened up this vast unexplored 
country. Zadock Pratt’s enterprise in Prattsville tanned one mil-
lion hides in twenty years, clearing 10,000 acres of hemlock, and 
closed in 1846 after most hemlock trees had been harvested. 
 Pratt had five wives, over 1,000 horses, and as a congressman 
founded the National Bureau of Statistics and was involved in the 
construction of the Washington Monument. His fascinating life is 
described at Pratt Rock on Route 23 just east of Prattsville, listed 
on the State Register of Historic Places, and at the Zadock Pratt 
Museum in Prattsville. From the hamlet of West Kill, turn north 
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on Route 42 for four miles to Lexington 
and then seven miles west on Route 23A 
to Prattsville, and travel 200 years back 
in time, climbing past picnic tables into 
woods to the base of a cliff where white-
washed sculpted figures illustrate facets of 
Pratt’s life. An uplifted hand symbolizes 
the 20th State Militia, and an arm and 
hammer represents the working person, 
whom Pratt held in great regard. You can 
climb a side trail under the horse to the 
right to ascend to the cliff top. Visit www.
prattmuseum.com for further information.

Carol and David White are authors of 
Catskill Day Hikes for All Seasons 
(Adirondack Mountain Club, 2002) and 
editors of Catskill Trails, 3rd edition: Vol-
ume 8 (Forest Preserve Series, Adirondack 
Mountain Club, 2005). Carol is editor of 
Catskill Peak Experiences: Mountaineer-
ing Tales of Endurance, Survival, Explora-
tion & Adventure from the Catskill 3500 
Club (Black Dome Press, 2008). Signed 
copies of all of these books are available at 
the Village Square Bookstore and Literary 
Arts Center in Hunter, NY.

To reach West Kill
Mountain Parking Area:
Both parking areas for West Kill 
Mountain are on Spruceton Road, 
County Route 6 heading east from 
the hamlet of West Kill. From Route 
23A, travel 4 miles south on Route 
42 from Lexington; or from Route 
28, travel 7 miles north on Rt. 42 to 
West Kill, identified by a flag pole at 
the junction of County Rt. 6. Travel 
3.8 miles to the west trailhead of 
the Devil’s Path (passing a fishing 
access parking area at 2.9 miles). The 
official DEC “winter” parking area 
is 6.9 miles, on the right; if the lot 
is full, park at the end of Spruceton 
Road at the barrier gate. (In winter, 
the final parking area is a snowplow 
turnaround).  The first DEC parking 
area on the left is the Spruceton Trail 
to Hunter Mountain, described in 
the January issue of the Guide. 
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JULY  AT THE CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION

wHErE THE pErFOrMINg ArTS, FINE ArTS, CrAFTS, MOvIES, bOOKS, grEAT FOOD AND gOOD FrIENDS MEET

Mountain CineMa
At the Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter

July Schedule for Screen Two, the only place on the Mountain Top
to see the best Foreign and Independent Films 

Ticket Prices: $8 / $6 seniors & children under 11
Film schedule subject to change, please call ahead to confirm: 518 263 2002 (recorded messages)

or visit www.catskillmtn.org. 

CAvE OF FOrgOTTEN DrEAMS
(UNRATED, 90 MiNUTES)

DIrECTED bY wErNEr HErZOg
Cave of Forgotten Dreams, a breathtaking new docu-
mentary from the incomparable Werner Herzog (En-
counters at the End of the World, Grizzly Man) follows 
an exclusive expedition into the nearly inaccessible 
Chauvet Cave in France, home to the most ancient visu-
al art known to have been created by man. A hit at this 
year’s Toronto Film Festival, Cave of Forgotten Dreams 
is an unforgettable cinematic experience that provides 
a unique glimpse of pristine artwork dating back to hu-
man hands over 30,000 years ago—almost twice as old 
as any previous discovery. 7/4-7/10. Monday-Friday 7:15; 
Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 7:15

“Mesmerizing. The images are breathtaking…unlike 
anything you’ve seen before or will see again.”

—Andrew O’Hehir, Salon

INCENDIES (RATED R, 130 MiNUTES)
DIrECTED bY DENIS vILLENEUvE
After Jeanne and Simon are read their mother’s will, 
they are lead on a journey to the Middle East to dig 
into a family history of which they know next to noth-
ing, combing their ancestral homeland in search of a 
mother who is very different from the one they knew. 
An adaptation of Wajdi Mouawad’s hit play, Incendies 
is a deeply moving story that brings the extremism and 
violence of today’s world to a starkly personal level, 
delivering a powerful and poetic testament to the un-
canny power of the will to survive. in French and Arabic 
with English subtitles. 7/12-7/17. Tuesday-Friday 7:15; 
Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 2:15, 4:15 & 7:15

“A devastating mystery thriller that grabs you hard and 
won’t let go.”

—Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

Mallory Lewis and Lambchop, July 2

Cello!, July 9

Children of Paradise, July 24
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HI DEF OpErA & bALLET
AT THE DOCTOrOw CENTEr FOr THE 

ArTS, MAIN STrEET, HUNTEr

AIDA, bY vErDI
PeRfORMed AT 
TeATRO deL MAGGIO 
MUSICALe fIOReNTICO

Sunday, JuLy 10 at 2:15 pm
Tickets: $20

2 hours, 30 minutes with one intermission
In Italian with English subtitles

The legendary Zubin Mehta conducts Aida, Verdi’s most 
spectacular and over-the-top opera, in a new produc-
tion from the Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino. 
Starring Marco Berti, Luciana D’intino and Hui He.
 Verdi’s Aida is one of the most popular operas of all 
time. it premiered at the Cairo Opera House on Christ-
mas Eve, 1871, and was an immediate commercial 
success. The plot of Aida is filled with political intrigue, 
love, betrayal, passion, and vengeance, and has capti-
vated audiences for generations.

CHILDrEN OF 
pArADISE, bY 
MArC-OLIvIEr 
DUpIN

PeRfORMed AT THe PARIS BALLeT
Sunday, JuLy 24 at 2:15 pm

Tickets: $20
2 hours, 24 minutes with one intermission

Children of Paradise, drawing on Jacques Prévert’s 
scenario for the film by Marcel Carné, is dancer Étoile 
José Martinez’s first major ballet for the Company. The 
choreography brings to life a long-gone Paris, that of 
the “Boulevard du Crime” in the first half of the 19th 
century with its artists, its theatres and its cabarets. 
in Ezio Toffolutti’s sets suggestive of a movie set and 
with costumes by dancer Étoile Agnès Letestu, the 
mime Baptiste unreels the thread of his memories: 
his meeting with Garance, his impossible love for that 
marvellous and elusive woman, the magical world of 
entertainment, the stage, the wings and the frontiers 
between reality and illusion, sometimes so tenuous. 
To an original score by Marc-Olivier Dupin, the chore-
ography alternates large ensembles with the intimacy 
of the lovers’ pas de deux.

THE MUSIC NEvEr 
STOppED

(RATED PG, 105 MiNUTES)
DIrECTED bY

JIM KOHLbErg
On the opposite side 

of musical tastes, politics and the war in Vietnam, 
Gabriel disappears into the counterculture following 
a devastating confrontation with his father, Henry. 
The film opens two decades later, when Henry and 
wife are told their son has been found wandering the 
streets of New York City. Gabriel is in a near-catatonic 
state, unable to recall or create new long-term memo-
ries and believing he is still in 1968. But when a music 
therapist discovers that Gabriel responds actively to 
the music of the psychedelic era and can converse 
when those records spin, Henry begins his own pil-
grimage through the bands of the sixties, determined 
to forge a relationship with his son the only way he 
can. The Music Never Stopped tells the real-life jour-
ney of a father, his estranged son, and a lifetime of 
missed opportunities.  Based on the case study “The 
Last Hippie” by Dr. Oliver Sacks. (Awakenings).
7/19-7/24. Tuesday-Friday 7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; 
Sunday 7:15

“Terrifically affecting drama about family bonds, clas-
sic rock, and the human brain. Honest and eccentric”

—Ty Burr, Boston Globe

pOM wONDErFUL 
prESENTS:
THE grEATEST MOvIE 
EvEr SOLD

(PG-13, 128 MiNUTES)

DIrECTED bY MOrgAN SpUrLOCK
Boundary-pushing Oscar®-nominated filmmaker 
Morgan Spurlock explores the world of product place-
ment, marketing and advertising in a film that was 
fully financed through product placement from vari-
ous brands, all of which are integrated transparently 
into the film. While using brands in film promotion is 
not new for Hollywood, it certainly is new territory 
for the documentary format. Spurlock exploits the 
phenomenon to new heights, with everything from 
branded pizza boxes and in-flight film promotions to 
branded-everything in-film. 7/26-7/31. Tuesday-Friday 
7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 2:15, 4:15 & 7:15

“exuberant…. demonstrates the all-pervasive
influence of modern advertising by satiric example, 
and with great ingenuity….”

—The Wall Street Journal
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CArS 2
directed by John Lasseter, Brad Lewis
Starring Owen Wilson, Larry the Cable Guy,
Michael Caine
Racing star Lightning McQueen teams up with his best 
friend Mater for an international adventure as they go 
up against the world’s fastest cars.

TrANSFOrMErS: DArK OF THE MOON
directed by Michael Bay
Starring Shia LaBeouf, Rosie Huntington-Whiteley,
Tyrese Gibson
The Autobots learn of a Cybertronian spacecraft hidden 
on the Moon, and race against the Decepticons to reach 
it and to learn its secrets.

HArrY pOTTEr AND THE
DEATHLY HALLOwS: pArT 2
directed by david Yates
Starring daniel Radcliffe, emma Watson, Rupert Grint
The final chapter begins as Harry, Ron, and Hermione 
continue their quest to find and destroy the Dark Lord’s 
three remaining Horcruxes, the magical items respon-
sible for his immortality. But as the mystical Deathly 
Hallows are uncovered, and Voldemort finds out about 
their mission, the biggest battle begins and life as they 
know it will never be the same again.

THE ZOOKEEpEr
directed by Ralph Ziman
Starring Sam Neill, Gina McKee, Ulrich Thomsen
A disillusioned ex-Communist is left behind to take care 
of the animals in the capital’s zoological gardens until a 
U.N. rescue force arrives. 

CApTAIN AMErICA: THE FIrST AvENgEr
directed by Joe Johnston
Starring Chris evans, Hugo Weaving, Stanley Tucci
After being deemed unfit for military service, Steve 
Rogers volunteers for a top secret research project that 
turns him into Captain America, a superhero dedicated 
to defending America’s ideals. 

LArrY CrOwNE
directed by Tom Hanks
Starring Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts, Bryan Cranston
Until he lost his job to downsizing, affable, amiable Lar-
ry Crowne was a superstar team leader at the big-box 
company where he’s worked since his time in the Navy. 
Underwater on his mortgage and unclear on what to 
do with his suddenly free days, Larry heads to his local 
college to start over and reinvent himself. 

In the Doctorow Center for the Arts
Main Street, Village of Hunter

Screens One and Three, showing
the best of first-run Hollywood films. 

We show the very best Hollywood films available each 
week. The following are some films that we will

show during the month of July.

For the most up-to-date schedule, call 518 263 2002 or
check www.catskillmtn.org. While there, sign up for our e-mail updates so 

you can get the newest schedule delivered to your e-mail box each week!
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CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION 
PIANO PERFORMANCE MUSEUM

Featuring the Steven E. Greenstein Piano Collection

CATSKILL HIGH PEAKS FESTIVAL: MUSIC WITH ALTITUDE!
Presented in partnership with Close Encounters with Music, Yehuda Hanani, Artistic Director

August 27–September 4
Daily Master Classes, Workshops, Concerts and Lectures, all Open to the Public!

Saturday, August 27, 8pm
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter, NY

Yehuda Hanani, cello; James Tocco, piano;
Shmuel Ashkenasi, violin

A Night of Trios
Program will include works by Mendelssohn and Beethoven

Friday, September 2, 8pm
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter, NY

Vassily Primakov, piano
Romantic Traditions

Program will include works by Chopin, Rachmaninoff and 
Ossip Gabrilowitch

Saturday September 3, 8pm
Windham Civic Center, Main Street, Windham, NY

Lyric Piano Quartet
Glenn Dicterow, violin Karen Dreyfus, viola, 

Frederick Zlotkin, cello, Gerald Robbins, piano
Program will include works by Fauré and Brahms

Sunday September 4, 8pm
Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter, NY

Eliot Fisk, guitar; Yehuda Hanani, cello
From Baroque to Flamenco … 

an evening of classical guitar and cello
Program will include works by Boccherini, Bach, Paganini, 

Albeniz, Villa-Lobos and de Falla

Left to right:
Yehuda Hanani, photo by 

Judith Grunberg; James 
Tocco; Shmuel Ashkenasi; 

Eliot Fisk, photo by Keitaro 
Yoshioka; Vassily Primakov; 

Lyric Piano Quartet

The expanded collection and new educational displays are open to the public weekly:
Friday and Saturday, noon-4 pm, and by appointment. Group tours and guided tours are available.

For more information or to make an appointment for a tour, please phone David Peskin at 518 263 2036.

Route 23A, Main Street, Village of Hunter • www.catskillmtn.org
The CMF Piano Museum is funded in part by the Jarvis and Constance Doctorow Family Foundation

• A collection of close to 20 early 
and modern keyboard instruments 
• Tuning Tools and Tool Kits
• The American Piano Experience

• Pianos and the White House
• Piano Shawls
• Piano and Composer Timeline
• Piano Manufacturing

The Collection Features:

Please join us for a Benefit for the Piano Performance Museum on October 1.

Visit our Web site, www.catskillmtn.org, for more details as they become available.

For Tickets or More Information: 518 263 2063 or www.catskillmtn.org



July 2011 • guide  23

Events at the Catskill Mountain Foundation
For Tickets, call (518) 263-2063 or purchase online at www.catskillmtn.org

Unless otherwise noted, all performances take place at the Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter

Mallory Lewis
and Lambchop
Saturday, July 2, 3:30 pm
Tickets:  $8 adults;
$6 children/students

As the daughter of a beloved children’s entertainer, Mal-
lory Lewis has been deeply involved in children’s enter-
tainment her entire life! Following her mother’s passing 
in 1998, Lewis began appearing with Lamb Chop at live 
and televised events, entertaining at thousands of ven-
ues as varied as the State Fairs, Performing Arts Centers, 
Cruise Ships and at Military Bases around the world. 
Lamb Chop draws audiences from 8 to 80.
 

OMNY Taiko with
Grammy Award-
winning Taiko master,
Koji Nakamura

Monday, July 4, 2-3pm
Location:  Windham Civic & Performing Arts Center
5379 State Route 23, Windham, NY
Admission Free
Suitable for all ages

CELLO! 
An evening of the gorgeous and 
rarely-heard luxury of a full orchestra 
of cellos, in celebration of the life of 
Danièle Doctorow. Presented in coop-
eration with Perspectives Ensemble, 
Sato Moughalian, Artistic Director

Saturday, July 9, 8pm
Tickets:  $20; $15 seniors/students
Reception in the Piano Museum following the concert
CELLO! is funded in part by the Jarvis and Constance
Doctorow Family Foundation
The cello is often called the King of Strings, the instrument 
closest in nature to the human voice. Capable of soaring 

lyricism, powerful rhythmic drive, and outpourings of joy 
and sorrow, above all else, the cello sings. CELLO! features 
12 of the most brilliant and expressive cellists on the 
scene today, as well as acclaimed international pianist Ilan 
Rechtman and Emmy Award-winning soprano Nancy Al-
len Lundy. Nardo Poy conducts a program curated by Sato 
Moughalian, Artistic Director, Perspectives Ensemble.

National Dance Institute
Mountaintop Performance
and Community Open House
July 30, 7:00 pm Performance (Tickets: $10)
Open House: 8:30-9:30 pm
Open House is Free—Everyone is Welcome
Come tour the Orpheum, Main St., Tannersville!
 

Theater 2020 
Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet
Saturday, August 6, 8pm
Tickets:  $20;
$15 seniors/students

This event is funded in part by the Jarvis and Constance 
Doctorow Family Foundation.
Theater 2020 “Visions for a New Millennium” presents 
William Shakespeare’s classic tragedy Romeo and Juliet 
with a modern twist. A troupe of ten street perform-
ers, playing multiple roles and using puppetry, tell this 
timeless tale of adolescent love through the prism of 21st 
century attitudes and prejudices: when two Middle East-
ern teenagers, he a Hindu and she a Muslim, fall in love 
at first sight, sparks fly igniting centuries old tribal pas-
sions. Love and laughter is followed on the heels by death 
and despair, but through the pain of the loss of this pair 
of star-crossed lovers, there is a glimmer of a hope for 
peace, raising once again the ageless question: why must 
it take tragedy to bury ancient animosities?

Pick up a copy of our 2011 Performing Arts Season brochure,
which lists all of our events this year!
Or log onto www.catskillmtn.org for a complete calendar.
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HUNTEr vILLAgE SqUArE • 7950 MAIN ST/rTE. 23A / 518 263 2050 
HOUrS: MON., Thur. & Fri. 10AM-5PM, SAT. 10AM–7PM, SuN. 10AM-5PM

ViLLaGe SQuaRe bookStoRe
& LiteRaRy aRtS CenteR

through angela’s eye:
the inside Story of
operation Firewall
Discussion & booksigning with
Angela Hart
date: Saturday July 2, 2:00 pm
Location: Village Square Bookstore
admission: FREE
Operation Firewall began in July 2003 as an 
investigation into access device fraud before expanding into 
an investigation of global credit card fraud and identity theft 
fraud. Through Angela’s Eye is the inside story of Operation 
Firewall and one woman who sought justice.

traveling between the Lines:
europe in 1938
Discussion & booksigning with
rebecca Mcbride
date: Saturday July 9, 1:00 pm
Location: Village Square Bookstore
admission: $5
Rebecca McBride, freelance writer from Old 
Chatham, NY, will read from, discuss, and 
sign her book, Traveling Between the Lines: 

Europe in 1938. From May to September 1938, one year before 
the start of World War ii, McBride’s parents, John and Margaret 
Randolph, traveled from the U.S. to Europe. At ages 34 and 27, 
they were on an adventure, traveling by train, renting bicycles, 
and sleeping in youth hostels—a typical tour in an atypical 
time. John Randolph kept a daily journal of the trip. After his 
death, McBride came across the journal. She began to research 
the historical context for the trip—Europe on the brink of 
war—and ask, how much did they know, and what did they 
see? The book combines his journal and photographs with her 
historical and personal commentary. 

i Was a Dancer
& apollo’s angels
Discussion & booksigning 
with Jacques d’Amboise 
and Jennifer Homans
date: Saturday, July 23, 1:00 pm
Location: Orpheum Theater,
                      Tannersville
admission: $5
National Dance institute Director Jacques D’Amboise & Jen-
nifer Homans, author of Apollo’s Angels: History of Dance. Mr. 
D’Amboise has been recognized as one of the finest classical 
dancers of our time. He now leads the field of arts education 
with a model program that exposes thousands of school chil-
dren to the magic and discipline of dance. in 1976, while still 
a principal dancer at the New York City Ballet, Mr. d’Amboise 
founded National Dance institute in the belief that the arts 
have a unique power to engage and motivate individuals 
towards excellence.

River of Words: Reading,
Discussion & booksigning
featuring writers Shalom Auslander, 
Helen benedict, wesley brown, 
Alison gaylin, Mikhail Horowitz, 
Nina Shengold and photographer & 
author Jennifer May

date: Sunday, July 31, 1:00 pm
Location: Village Square Bookstore 
admission: $5
Come join us for a reading, discussion and book-signing featur-
ing contributors to River of Words, edited by Nina Shengold, 
with photographs by Jennifer May.
 For centuries, writers have drawn inspiration from the 
Hudson River and its surroundings. in River of Words, author 
Nina Shengold and photographer Jennifer May explore the cur-
rent crop of Hudson Valley writers, offering intimate portraits 
of seventy-six contemporary writers who live and work in this 
magnificent and storied region.

The Village Square Bookstore & Literary Arts Center has over 10,000 titles in stock including books 
on the visual arts, crafts, film, poetry, drama, illustrated children’s storybooks, cooking, gardening, 

fiction and non-fiction, bestsellers, publishers’ overstocks and one of the largest selections 
of books on the Catskill Region in the area. We also carry an assortment of games, gifts and cards.

Schedule of Literary events  
(the Hunter Village Square Bookstore is always adding programs to its calendar of events so please check 

our Web site at www.catskillmtn.org frequently!)
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kaateRSkiLL Fine aRtS
AN eveR CHANGING SeLeCTION Of fINe ARTS 

ANd exqUISITe CRAfTS

HUNTEr vILLAgE SqUArE
7950 MAIN ST/rTE. 23A, HUNTEr

518 263 2060 | gallery@catskillmtn.org
www.catskillmtn.org/gallery

gALLErY HOUrS: wED.–FrI. 10AM-5pM,
SAT. 10AM–7pM, SUN. 1pM-5pM

Agricultural Scenes of the Catskills

JULY 2-AUgUST 28, 2011
Opening reception: Saturday, July 2, 4-6 pm

ArT OF THE FArM

The Kaaterskill Fine Arts Gallery of the Catskill Mountain
Foundation is pleased to announce the Art of Farming: Agricultural 
Scenes of the Catskills. The exhibition will feature a number of local 

artists who work in a variety of media, including photography,
oil and watercolor paintings, wood, and stained glass. 

using a Computer: 
the essentials 

Saturday, July 16, 1-3 pm 

FREE Program taught by Dennis Hamcke, 

Advanced Tech Computer Services

How did this seminar develop?...Demystifying the computer; What it 
is; What it’s not…A computer is the most versatile appliance in your 

home!...Just how smart is a computer anyway?...Overcoming fear: 
There is nothing you can do that will hurt the PC and the PC cannot 

hurt you!...Who is in command? Putting yourself in charge…What can 
you do with a PC? What can you use it for?...What are the essential 

skills? File creation; Deletion; Copying; Finding; etc…What is storage?...
What is memory? What difference does it make?...What is a file? What 

is a folder? What is an extension? Why do I need to know?...What 
happened to my file? Where is it? Where did it go? How to do a search…

How to use a keyboard…How to use a mouse…How to read and send 
e-mail…Surfing the Web…Protecting yourself and your computer; What 

is phishing; What is a virus; What about Malware and Adware? How 
do I know I have a problem?...Do I really need to backup? How do I 

backup? What do I backup?...Give yourself a break: Use free software!!

Dennis Hamcke is the founder and chief technician of the Advanced Tech 
Computer Services Company located in Haines Falls. He has been repairing 

computers for 17 years. He has authored many training manuals and conducted 
seminars for the various Fortune 500 companies he has worked for, educating 

their employees in the effective use of computers.

buSineSS ReSouRCe CenteR 
hunter Village Square, Main Street, Village of hunter 

More info: 518 263 2050

National Dance Institute
Two Week Residency

July 18 - July 29, 2011
The National Dance Institute is a cornerstone of the Catskill 
Mountain Foundation’s children’s programming, offering 

dance residences to local children who might not otherwise 
come in contact with this New York City-based organization. 
Now in its fourth year, NDI will offer two-week residencies 

for children ages 9-13 this August in the new, larger 
performance space in the Orpheum Theater. Watch for news 

of the culmination of this unique dance event with a fully-
staged performance of the children’s work at the Orpheum 

Theater on Saturday, July 30, 2011.

For more information or to register, 
please call (518) 263-2073

When a small group of compassionate citizens came together some years 
ago, their purpose was quite simple: to enrich life on the mountaintop. This 

progressive group of second homeowners, soon to become the Windham 
Chapter, has taken many small steps to make great strides in our community. 
As a division of the Catskill Mountain Foundation, the Windham Chapter is 

committed to supporting projects in the arts, education, and recreation.

Their impact has been felt on many levels; from the very public to the 
intensely personal: radio and emergency equipment for local firefighters, 
medical care for families, band uniforms for WAJ students and college 

scholarships for deserving graduates. This group saw a need and made a 
commitment to help fill it. Since 2003, the Windham Chapter has awarded 

nearly 2 million dollars to local non-profit organizations.

Some people want things to happen, some people wish things to happen...

The Windham Chapter makes things happen.

The Windham Chapter is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, 
governed by an all-volunteer board.

Windham Chapter• P.O. Box 600• Windham, NY 12496 
www.windhamchapter.com
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Catskill Mountain
Foundation Annual Benefit

Featuring a short performance by The
National Dance Institute Celebration Team of 

young dancers from New York City
Saturday, July 16, 2011, 6 pm

CMF’s annual benefit is one of the ways that we are able 
to invite arts organizations like the National Dance Insti-
tute, Orchard Theater Project, Hudson River School of Art 

and much more to the region. We hope you’ll join us in our 
vision to keep the arts alive in our community. Please save 

the date and join us for this fun evening celebrating the 
arts in our community.

Discussion & Book 
Signing with
Jacques d’Amboise 
& Jennifer Homans

Saturday, July 23, 2011, 1 pm 
Admission: $5

Discussion and booksigning with National Dance Institute 
Director Jacques d’Amboise, author of I Was a Dancer 

and Jennifer Homans, author of Apollo’s Angels:
A History of Dance. 

National Dance
Institute Celebration 
Team & Young Dancers 
from the Region

Saturday, July 30, 2011, 7 pm
Tickets: $10

This delightful performance features NDI’s Celebration 
Team and local children who have completed a summer 

workshop with NDI in Hunter.

Celebrate the Opening of the
Orpheum Theater!

Tannersville, New York

Catskill Mountain Foundation
Route 23A, Main Street • Village of Hunter

(518) 263-2063 • www.catskillmtn.org
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Catskill Mountain Foundation

Arts Partnerships
The Catskill Mountain Foundation Celebrates its Arts Partnerships in 2011

The Orchard Project / eXchange
May 29 – July 2

The Orchard Project is a theater development center where theater 
companies and artists from around the globe gather each summer 
for intense work and collaboration on new productions. More than 
two-thirds of these works have gone into production, on stages rang-
ing from Broadway to regional theaters, from off-off Broadway to 
international houses. 
 Every project in residence at the Orchard Project opens its 
laboratory doors for an “Open Rehearsal” towards the end of its stay 
in the Catskills. For a schedule of these open rehearsals, please visit 
the Orchard Project’s website at www.exchangenyc.org.  

Hudson River Fellowship
July 5 – 31

The Hudson River Fellowship is an initiative that offers a historical 
Hudson River School location for painters to develop their skills us-
ing techniques reminiscent of the nineteenth-century American real-
ist painters. The Hudson River Fellowship is led by Jacob Collins, an 
extraordinarily respected artist, teacher, and role model in the field 
of contemporary realism.  
 Look for these artists making their field studies throughout the 
Mountaintop area in July.

National Dance Institute
July 17 – 30

The National Dance Institute (NDI) was founded by Jacques 
D’Amboise, former principal ballet dancer with the New York City 
Ballet, to use dance as a catalyst to engage children and motivate 
them towards excellence.  Children discover the arts through dance 
and develop a pride of achievement and a curiosity about the world 
that supports their success in school and in life. For more informa-
tion on NDI, see www.nationaldance.org.
 NDI offers a two week dance residency for children on the 
Mountaintop who will have an opportunity to hone their dance 
skills, gain self-confidence and to have lots of fun. At the end of the 
two weeks, the children will participate in a fully staged performance 
at the Orpheum Theater.

Harrison Atelier and
Choreographer Catherine Miller

July 24 – August 31
Harrison Atelier and choreographer Catherine Miller will continue 
development of their new dance work PHARMACOPHORE at 
the Orpheum Theater during the month of August. This new dance 
work offers a meditation on the role of psychotropic drugs in con-
temporary society. On August 19, PHARMACOPHORE will be 
showcased at the Orpheum. All are encouraged to see this work at 
the end of the residency on the Mountaintop, and look forward to 
seeing it produced internationally in the future.

Amati Music Festival
August 8 – 21

Amati Music Festival returns to the Mountaintop in 2011 with a 
residency for a small group of young musicians from the Republic of 
China and from America who will experience a unique program of 
music performance and appreciation.  Studies will include instruc-
tion in violin, viola and piano. 

Close Encounters with Music & 
Windham Chamber Music Festival

August 27 – September 4
Close Encounters with Music, led by Artistic Director Yehuda Ha-
nani, and Windham Chamber Music Festival, led by Robert Manno 
and Magdalena Golczewski, are our partners in the creation of the 
Catskill High Peaks Festival: Music with Altitude!. This festival will 
host 23 international students of piano, violin and cello and present 
4 classical music concerts. For more information, see
www.catskillmtn.org/events/high-peaks-music-festival/index.html

The vision of the Catskill Mountain Foundation is to develop the arts as a way to transform our community into 
an internationally known arts destination. We believe that partnerships with other arts organizations that enable 

them to bring their talent and creativity into our community are a key element of this vision. The Catskill Mountain 
Foundation is proud to be working with these organizations to bring artistic excellence to our mountaintop community.
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HUNTEr vILLAgE SqUArE, 7950 MAIN ST./rTE.23A, vILLAgE OF HUNTEr, NY

518-263-2071 • www.CATSKILLMTN.Org

Every Saturday night, 5 pm to 9 pm
featuring classic Italian and Asian specialties, such as: Mango Salad with Seared Salmon,

Thai Tofu & Butternut Squash Curry, Pasta with Ragu Bolognese,
Penne with Herbed Grilled Chicken Alfredo and Spaghetti with Shrimp Fra Diavolo

ExEcutIVE cHEf, mIcHaEL cotronE, prESEntS: 

Thai-Italia

Left: Lisa Naples; Right: Mark Shapiro

July 6-august 24
basics & beyond
Susan beecher

July 19-august 23
Family Fun With Clay

Maureen Donovan garcia

July 1-3
Sensational Salt Fire

Susan beecher

July 8-10
begin, Refresh, Refine! throwing 

and Slip Decorating
Michael boyer

July 15-17
Delightful Decorating - taking your 

Pots one Step Further!
Susan bogen

July 15-17
Creating expressive Sculpture & 

Vessels
Tania Kravath

July 21-26
Flashing & Fuming

randy brodnax

July 23-24
Plein-air Painting on the

Mountaintop
Judith Orseck Katz

July 29-august 2
Conjuring the three Graces: Slabs, 

Coils & Pinching
Lisa Naples

august 4-8
Pouring and Drinking Pots: a tour

Mark Shapiro

august 11-16
Finding Form and Surface: High/
Low Fire: achieving atmospheric 

effects on your Work
Michael Connelly

august 13
beautiful bountiful bowls
Maureen Donovan-garcia

august 19-23
the allure of the altered Pot

Susan beecher

Don’t Miss the special Exhibit of Ceramics 
by Sugar Maples Instructors! 

at Kaaterskill Fine Arts Gallery, Main Street, Hunter 

July 2-August 28

See our web site for complete course descriptions,
or to register online: www.sugarmaples.org

Or call and register today: 518 263 2073
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Help Us Meet Our $75,000 Challenge!
An anonymous donor has given the Catskill Mountain Foundation a $75,000 challenge grant.  
The donor will match dollar for dollar all funds we raise between Memorial Day Weekend and

December 2011 that are in excess of the funds we raised during this same period in 2010.

Please help us meet this challenge.  A portion of the proceeds from the challenge
will be used toward the purchase of theatrical lighting and sound equipment for the

Orpheum Performing Arts Center in Tannersville.

All funds raised at our annual benefit, all new memberships or membership renewals,
and all donations made through our web site, by mail or in our retail operations

will count toward this challenge. Every pledge made during this time period will also count.

Every donation and pledge, no matter how small or large,
will help us raise more funds in 2011 to meet this challenge.

YES! I want to help the Catskill Mountain Foundation Meet the Challenge!
Enclosed is a donation of $                                          .

In addition, I am happy to pledge additional donations:

Pledge amount                                                                                        Date

Name: 

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:                                                     E-mail:

Visa                         Mastercard                         Discover                         American Express

Credit Card #                                                                                                Expiration Date:

Signature                  

For more information, call (518) 263-2001
To make your donation, log onto www.catskillmtn.org /support-the-cmf/index.html

or mail to: Catskill Mountain Foundation • P.O.Box 924 • Hunter, NY 12442
Attn: Meet the Challenge!




