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The ArTs

Three Long-Time Favorites at Carrie haddad Gallery
Carrie Haddad Gallery is pleased to announce our Winter 2011 exhibit featuring the work of three long-time favorites of the gallery: 
Arthur Hammer, Leslie Bender and Jenny Nelson. The styles of these artists exemplify a variety of genres that the gallery is known for, 
in this case, cityscapes, figurative romanticism and abstraction. The work will be on view from January 27 through March 6, 2011. 
There will be a reception for the artists on Saturday, January 29 from 6 to 8 pm.
 Although a painter for over 40 years, Arthur Hammer’s first career was in the theater, which included Broadway. In the late 1980s 
he decided to relinquish his acting career and devote himself entirely to painting. He opened his own gallery in New York featuring 
American Painting of the 1920s, 30s, and 40s—works from the WPA, in particular. Hammer’s own paintings closely resemble the 
style, palette and spirit of these decades. He is a true New York Realist. On exhibit will be a selection of un-glamorized paintings of 
everyday life that portray an urban vitality including industrial landscapes and portraiture. Arthur Hammer studied at Antioch College 
in Ohio and at the Art Student’s League in New York.
 Leslie Bender, who moved from New York City to the Catskills in the mid-1980’s, is a painter, printmaker, muralist and teacher. 
She uses a rich palette and a grand sense of line and perspective. The figurative paintings represent the themes that Bender has devel-
oped for years: the “supercharged life energy” of beach scenes, social interactions, the symphony orchestra, the circus, the symbolic 
power and grace of horses, and the many implications of allegory, dream and myth. Leslie Bender grew up in New Jersey and graduated 
from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York in 1975. In 2009 she received an MFA in Printmaking from SUNY New Paltz.
 Jenny Nelson has been living and working in Woodstock, New York, for 18 years. Nelson depicts her surroundings in abstract 
forms. To evoke an intuitive sensory memory, she applies many layers of paint, using gesture and an internal sense of color. Traces 
of previous layers remain visible, the colors interact with one another, and the composition is arrived at through a series of decisions 
that are both conscious and unconscious. With great sensitivity to these evolving colors and forms, a very personal abstract language 
emerges. Jenny Nelson attended Maine College of Art in Portland Maine, and graduated with a BFA from Bard College, where she 
received a scholarship to the Lacoste School of the Arts in France. Currently, she is an instructor at the Woodstock School of Art.
	 Carrie	Haddad	Gallery	is	located	at	622	Warren	Street	in	Hudson.	Gallery	hours	are	11	am	to	5	pm,	every	day	except	Wednesday.	For		
more	information,	call	the	gallery	at	518	828	1915	or	visit	www.carriehaddadgallery.com.

“Bareback,”	oil	on	canvas	by	Leslie	Bender
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sima Piano 
Trio in 
saugerties
Saugerties Pro 
Musica begins 
a New Year 
of auspicious 
concerts with an 
appearance by the 

Sima Piano Trio (piano, violin, cello) on Sunday, January 23, 
2011. They will be performing the classical music of Haydn, 
Rachmaninoff, and Mendelssohn.
 Connected by their Armenian heritage, the Sima Trio 
is praised for their “powerful” and “heartfelt” interpretations 
of classical and ethnic repertoire. Made up of international 
competition-winning musicians, the Sima Trio is quickly 
becoming one of the leading young trios of its generation. 
	 This	concert	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	January	23	at	3	pm,	
at	Saugerties	United	Methodist	Church	on	the	corner	of	Wash-
ington	Avenue	and	Post	Street	in	Saugerites.	Admission	is	$12	
for	adults,	seniors	$10.	Students	are	always	FREE.	For	more	
information	please	call	845	246	5021	or	visit	www.saugerties-
promusica.org.

In roxbury: An All-star revue
of Blues and Folk Music
On Friday, January 14, at 7:30 pm the Roxbury Arts Group 
will welcome George Kilby Jr., Tao Rodriguez-Seeger and 
Johnny Grubb of Railroad Earth, with Neil Thomas, Andrew 
McConathy and other special guests for an evening of music 
that re-defines folk, blues and jam band sounds.
 Most people would describe Tao Rodriguez-Seeger as 
a folk singer, but he challenges that description. “It’s not a 
very meaningful label,” he says. Yes, he is the grandson of 
folk legend Pete Seeger, an icon, a mentor, and someone with 
big shoes to fill. Similarly, George Kilby Jr. is often labeled 
a blues singer/guitarist, due to his two-decade relationship 
with 97-year-old Pinetop Perkins, who held the piano chair 
with the great Muddy Waters. But George also cringes when 
pigeonholed in that category. The two artists join forces and 
engage some of their longtime friends from Railroad Earth 
in the revue. The aim is not only to break some musical rules 
with mischief and smarts, but also to expand the sometimes 
unrelenting definitions of blues and folk music. 
	 This	concert	will	take	place	at	the	Roxbury	Arts	Center	on	
Main	Street	in	Roxbury.	For	reservations,	call	607	326	7908.	
For	more	information,	visit	www.roxburyartsgroup.org.
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Mikhail horowitz and Gilles Malkine
Perform in roxbury
On Saturday, January 29 at 4:30 pm the Roxbury Arts Group 
will present Mikhail Horowitz and Gilles Malkine in The End 
of the World and Less Frivolous Matters.
The linguistically discombobulated and musically maladroit 
duo of Mikhail Horowitz & Gilles Malkine, along with saxo-
phonist Harvey Kaiser and actor David Smilow, in an advance 
celebration of the Mayan end of the world in 2012, will make 
light of global wars, toxic catastrophes, natural disasters, 
the dissolution of civilization, and the horrible persistence 
through it all of cloyingly cute child actors.
	 This	concert	will	take	place	at	the	Roxbury	Arts	Center	on	
Main	Street	in	Roxbury.	For	reservations,	call	607	326	7908.	
For	more	information,	visit	www.roxburyartsgroup.org.

Paper Arts at the 
Greene County 
Council on the 
Arts
From January 22 through 
March 5, the Greene 
County Council on the 
Arts will present Paper 
Arts, group show of 
folded, cast and cut paper 
featuring origami by Itoko 
Kobayashi and Ruby 
Silvious. Upstairs will 
be a solo exhibition by 
Diana Bryan (1942-2010), titled Cut Paper Universe—black 
silhouette paper and laser cut steel constructions depicting a 
humorous and complex world of eccentric characters. 
	 An	opening	reception	for	both	exhibitions	will	be	held	
on	Saturday,	January	22	from	5	to	7	pm.	The	Greene	County	
Council	on	the	Arts	Gallery	is	located	at	398	Main	Street	in	
Catskill.	Gallery	hours	are	Monday	through	Saturday	from	10	
am	to	5	pm,	and	Second	Saturdays	from	noon	to	8	pm.	For	more	
information,	call	518	943	3400	or	visit	www.greenearts.org.	

“Lilies,”	origami	by	Ruby	Silvious
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Group show of Work by New Artists at Galerie BMG
Galerie BMG is delighted to host an exhibition of photographs by new artists as-
sociated with the gallery within the past year. The work continues our commitment 
to showcasing innovative and unique fine art photography created with an array of 
traditional and alternative processes. The exhibition will be on display from January 14 
through February 14.
 Charles Grogg’s “reconstructed” botanicals begin with platinum/palladium prints, 
hand-coated on handmade Japanese gampi. Each piece of the nine-piece image is 
individually exposed under sunlight, washed, dried, and then sewn with cotton thread 
onto a larger piece of Japanese washi. 
 Andreas Rentsch’s series, “Entangled with Justice”, depicts the complex realities and 
relationships of prisoners on Polaroid type 55 negatives, allowed to develop and decay 
over time. He describes the images as “part performance, part drawing and part chance”.  
 Paul Rider creates landscapes in a studio environment, using paper material 
molded into various forms. His work is created digitally and printed using piezography 
inks, archival gray inks, and printed on Hahnemuhle rag paper. 
 Jennifer Schlesinger’s toned gelatin silver prints from the “Object Diaspora” series 
are created with a large format pinhole camera and depict sacred objects that merge the 
memory and spirit of the person they once belonged to. 
 Jessica Somers’ series “Bend So Not to Break” explores the balance between the choices one makes and the uncontrollable circum-
stances that intervene with these choices.  The images are presented as Ziatype prints on salted cotton paper, printed in 8x10 format to 
maintain an intimacy and preciousness within the photograph.  
	 Galerie	BMG	is	located	at	12	Tannery	Brook	Road	in	Woodstock.	Winter	gallery	hours	are	Friday	and	Monday	from	12	to	5	pm	and	
Saturday	and	Sunday	from	11	am	to	6	pm	or	other	times	by	appointment.	For	more	information,	please	contact	the	gallery	at	845	679	0027.	

Jennifer	Schlesinger,	“Object	Diaspora	#21”
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rock Legend Gregg Allman to Play Kingston
for the First Time!
The Bardavon is pleased to present rock legend Gregg Allman and his band at 
the Ulster Performing Arts Center (UPAC) in Kingston, Saturday, January 8 at 
8 pm. Gregg Allman, the lead singer/songwriter/organist/founding member of 
the Allman Brothers Band, returns to the Hudson Valley with friends for one 
night only. Known for songs such as “Midnight Rider” and “Whipping Post,” 
Gregg’s distinctive singing and songwriting has earned him a place in the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame as well as a listing among the “100 Greatest Singers 
of All Times” by Rolling	Stone magazine. The opening act is Devon Allman’s 
Honeytribe.
 Gregg Allman is both a founding member of one of the biggest 
and most important American bands of all time, the still-active and thriving 
Allman Brothers Band, and a critically acclaimed solo talent. A natural artist 
gifted with a beautifully soulful and distinctive voice as well as brilliant key-
board and guitar expertise, Allman is a legendary performer who, more than 

30 years down the road, still loves making music as much as ever. The current Gregg Allman band lineup is: Bruce Katz (keyboard), 
Jerry Jemmott (bass), Steve Potts (drums), Mark McGee (guitar), Jay Collins (sax) and Floyd Miles (percussion).
 At the start of his enduring career, Gregg and his brother Duane put together a number of different groups, including their very 
first professional ones—The Allman Joys and The Hour Glass. Whatever the configuration, Gregg’s powerful lead vocals, emerging 
songwriting and keyboard prowess perfectly complemented Duane’s now-legendary guitar virtuosity. In 1969, their brotherhood made 
history with the formation of the massively influential act that both kick-started the entire genre of Southern Rock and defined an era 
of ‘70s rock and roll with its freewheeling yet musically masterful sound, The Allman Brothers Band.
 The band’s unique amalgam of rock, blues, country and even jazz flourishes expanded the boundaries of rock music and their sig-
nature, extended onstage jamming set new standards for live concert performance. In addition to his singing and playing, Gregg wrote 
many of their most memorable signature hits, including the classics “Whipping Post” and “Dreams” from their self-titled debut album, 
“Midnight Rider” and “Please Call Home” from their second LP, Idlewild	South and “Melissa” from 1972’s Eat	A	Peach.
 In 1971, at the height of fame, and just two weeks after their legendary live record At	Fillmore	East was certified gold, The Allman 
Brothers Band suffered the tragic and untimely passing of Duane Allman, and the very next year, of bassist Berry Oakley. Despite the 
losses, Gregg dedicated himself to keeping The Allman Brothers tradition alive, and to this day, the band remains a musical power-
house, acclaimed both on record and onstage.
 In March 2003, the group released their first album in nine years, Hittin’	The	Note (Peach/Sanctuary) following it up with several 
U.S. tours throughout 2003/04. The group recorded their annual New York City March Madness run and later that year released the 
Live	At	The	Beacon	Theatre DVD, which was quickly certified gold. March 2004 marked the release of One	Way	Out, a live album from 
the same 2003 Beacon stand. In addition to Gregg and original members Butch Trucks (drums and tympani) and Jaimoe (drums) the 
current ABB line-up boasts Warren Haynes and Derek Trucks on guitar, Oteil Burbridge on bass and Marc Quinones on congas and 
percussion.
 The first of Gregg Allman’s six albums to date outside of his work with ABB, Laid	Back, was released in 1973, the same year that 
The Allman Brothers Band’s monstrously successful Brothers	&	Sisters topped the album charts. Laid	Back’s subtly textured eclectic mix 
of rock, folk, R&B and gospel inflections drew rave reviews and instantly put Gregg on the map as an accomplished touring solo art-
ist. Subsequent solo releases include the live Gregg	Allman	Tour	‘74, (recorded at Carnegie Hall) and 1977’s Playin’	Up	A	Storm (which 
also featured the musical artistry of greats Dr. John and Little Feat’s Bill Payne). In 1987 Gregg released his second gold album I’m	No	
Angel, which generated a #1 Album Radio hit with the unforgettable title track, a self-meditation on Allman’s often bad-boy ways.
 After that hit’s follow-up, 1988’s After	The	Bullets	Fly, Gregg Allman directed his energy to the reformation of the ABB. That effort 
resulted in multiple Grammy nominations and ABB’s induction into the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame. In 1997 Gregg released Searching	
For	Simplicity, the album he feels represents some of his very best work. “I really took my time with that one,” says Gregg. “It took me 
three years just to write songs and gather the material . I put the record together in a manner so that each tune knocked my socks off.”
	 Tickets	for	the	Saturday,	January	8,	8	pm	Gregg	Allman	concert	at	UPAC	in	Kingston	are	available	at	the	UPAC	Box	Office	(602	
Broadway,	Kingston,	845	339	6088),	at	the	Bardavon	Box	Office	(35	Market	Street,	Poughkeepsie,	845	473	2072),	and	through	Ticketmas-
ter	(800	745	3000	or	www.ticketmaster.com).	For	further	information,	please	visit	www.bardavon.org.
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Locust Grove, The samuel Morse historic site Presents
Franc Palaia: Points of View, Photographs of the hudson Valley, 2002–2010
From January 21 through February 27 at Locust Grove in Poughkeepsie, Franc Palaia will present a selection of color photographs of 
the Hudson Valley created from 2002 to 2010. Mr. Palaia, who hails from New Jersey, moved to Poughkeepsie in 2002 and has been 
photographing the valley ever since. He works in a variety of media, but this show debuts new color digital photographs with a focus 
on architecture, bridges, panoramas and local oddities.
 Palaia is well known for his eclectic arsenal of artistic techniques, but this exhibit stays relatively contained. Visitors will be treated 
to an array of richly colored photographs that vary widely in scale, ranging from very small to expansive panoramas reaching up to 
eight feet. His colossal three by eight foot Beacon-Newburgh Bridge photo spans the main gallery wall and taps the limits of our pe-
ripheral vision.  
 Franc Palaia is an active, working artist, involved and extremely familiar with the Poughkeepsie and Hudson Valley art scenes and 
cultural community. He was co-founder of G.A.S. Gallery and Studio and instrumental in coordinating Art Along the Hudson, the 
Gallery Shop, C.A.P., ArtHop, Middle Main, Weekend on Main, Walking Tours of Public Art and has painted and installed many 
murals and sculptures throughout the Hudson Valley. Franc’s numerous exhibits include the Metropolitan Museum of Art, The High 
Museum of Art, Whitney Museum Annex, O.K. Harris, Exit Art, the New Museum, Vassar College, Carl Van Brunt Gallery, the Dor-
sky Museum of Art and the White House. He has been awarded over 18 grants, including the prestigious Rome Prize Fellowship, the 
L.C. Tiffany grant and a Polaroid Sponsorship. His works are in many public and private collections such as the Museum of Modern 
Art, Brooklyn Museum, Newark Museum, Diana Ross, Oscar Hijuelos, Senator Frank Lautenberg, Billy Name, Johnson’s & Johnson’s, 
McDonald’s and Ariadne Getty, to name a few. Palaia’s Arts	Focus	Television show ran on Time Warner Cable from 2007-2010 where he 
was producer and host. Franc was named “Best Friend of the Arts in Poughkeepsie” in the October Hudson	Valley	Magazine’s “Best of 
2010”.  
	 An	Artist’s	Reception	will	be	held	on	Friday,	January	21	from	5	to	7	pm.	Locust	Grove	at	the	Samuel	Morse	Historic	Site	is	located	at	
2683	South	Rd.	(Rt.	9	South)	in	Poughkeepsie.	The	museum	is	open	daily	from	10	am	to	5	pm.	For	more	information,	call	845	485	7122	or	
visit	www.lgny.org.

Franc	Palaia,	“IRS	Sunset,	Poughkeepsie”
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“small ink”: A solo exhibit of
Drawings & Paintings by
Jeff romano in rhinebeck
“small ink” is a solo exhibition of abstract expressionist 
paintings by Rhinebeck artist Jeff Romano on display 
at Montgomery Row Second Level, 6423 Mont-
gomery Street, Rhinebeck. The exhibition will be on 
display through January 28, 2011.
 Jeff Romano is a full-time artist living in Rhine-
beck, NY. His studio has been located here for eight 
years. In the 1980s, inspired by the Abstract Expres-
sionist Movement, he began making large scale ink 
drawings and paintings. In the ‘90s Romano was 
involved as a location manager and assistant director 
of special events for more than a hundred festivals, 
including the 1995 Papal Mass in Central Park, the 
Hudson River “Blues and BBQ Festival” and the 
25th Anniversary of Earth Day. Since establishing his 
studio in Rhinebeck Romano has focused on making 
his art, both abstract expressionist works and three 
dimensional objects. Romano participated in the 2009 
Rhinebeck Artists Studio tour. His works have been 
shown at 2010 Dorsky Museum Art Along the Hud-
son Show as well as the Shelnutt Gallery, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy NY, among other venues. 
 “small ink” is an exhibit of carbon black pigment 
ink on paper and gesso board. There are two groups 
of work: One is strictly focused on creating combina-
tions of geometric and amorphous shapes to imply 
movement and form. The second is the use of the 
written word and manipulating the order and form of 
the typeface to imply the meaning of each word and 
phrase—each panel is hand drawn. This exhibit should 
be particularly interesting to those who have visited 
MoMA’s current exhibition “Abstract Expressionism”. 
One can see the relationship of those pioneering con-
cepts with Romano’s work including movement and 
energy used in a controlled space to evoke emotion. 
 Romano states: “my work is centered by the 
American concept of the importance of the pioneering 
individual in the liberation of art from tradition with 
the approach of creating a problem and then solving 
it.” Recently, The	Millbrook	Independent noted: “Ro-
mano’s … work bore little resemblance to the Hudson 
River School. It consisted of delicate, repeated patterns 
created by printing the same piece of wood over and 
over on giant pieces of paper and then drawing or dipping splashes of paint in a repetitive manner as an overlay of drawing, enriching 
the pattern and making it subtly alive.”
	 Montgomery	Row	Second	Level	is	located	at	Montgomery	Row,	6423	Montgomery	Street	(Route	9),	Rhinebeck.	Montgomery	Row	Second	
Level	is	open	to	the	public	from	9	am	to	6	pm	Monday	through	Saturday.	For	more	information,	visit	www.montgomeryrow.com.
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FIre ToWer MouNTAINs oF The CATsKILL
ForesT PreserVe: huNTer MouNTAIN sNoWshoe

By Carol and David White

ontinuing our series on fire tower mountains, Hunter 
Mountain is one of the two peaks in the Catskill Forest 

Preserve over 4,000 feet in elevation that offers spectacular winter 
vistas in addition to fire tower viewing. There are several ap-
proaches to Hunter Mountain, and our snowshoe route combines 
four trails to create an ideal eight-mile loop over the summit of 
Hunter that avoids potentially hazardous cliffs, ledges and drop-
offs, interesting on a summer hike but not on a snowshoe.
 If you prefer a shorter day, you can ascend 1,950 feet on the 
Spruceton Trail from Spruceton Valley to the summit in 3.4 miles, 
one-way. You could ascend the Becker Hollow Trail from Route 
214, a more challenging workout because you ascend 2,200 feet 
in only 2.3 miles, with the first half-mile on level trail. Yet this ap-
proach, too, is without cliff-like ledges—unlike the famous Devil’s 
Path from Route 214 near the Devil’s Tombstone campground in 
Stony Clove, which has its name for a reason!1 Or you can take 
our route, accessing the Devil’s Path from Spruceton Valley via 
the Diamond Notch Trail. The Devil’s Path is uncharacteristically 
benign on the western side of Hunter Mountain, offering none 

of the daunting cliffs prevalent on the Devil’s Path in the Indian 
Head Wilderness, which we’ll feature later. 
 We recommend doing the loop counter-clockwise, ascending 
via the Diamond Notch Trail and Devil’s Path and descending the 
Spruceton Trail, because beyond Diamond Notch Falls there’s a 
tributary of the West Kill, easily rock-hopped in dry seasons but 
possibly challenging otherwise. Crossing spots are usually found a 
bit upstream. If you are ascending this route and you do find water 
too high and rocks too icy to attempt a safe cross, you can retrace 
and ascend the nearby Spruceton Trail, which has a reassuring 
wide bridge over Hunter Brook. You wouldn’t want to have hiked 
seven miles over Hunter and be unable to cross the tributary!   
 The Diamond Notch Trail from the end of Spruceton Road 
goes past lovely small waterfalls and ice formations for 0.7 miles 
to beautiful Diamond Notch Falls. You’ll continue straight, up a 
small rise, on the red-marked Devil’s Path. In other seasons you 
can admire the interesting rock at the top of the falls from the 
bridge. Do not cross the bridge to other trails; we’ll explore those 
in a later article. 

C

All	photos	by	Carol	and	David	S.	White
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 Due to run-off in the mountain’s lower reaches, there may 
be wet and/or icy spots. The climb steepens and finally levels out, 
reaching a vista at Geiger Point, a rock ledge 1.6 miles from Dia-
mond Notch Falls. Across the valley is the long ridge of trailless 
Southwest Hunter Mountain, added to the list of required peaks 
to climb for membership in the Catskill 3500 Club² in 1990. 
From here the trail loses a little altitude as it contours the slope 
at about 3500 feet on a narrow path through pretty evergreen 
woods; it regains altitude to another level section where the 
beginning of an old narrow-gauge railroad bed provides the best 
approach to the summit of Southwest Hunter.
 In another 0.2 miles you reach the Devil’s Acre Lean-to, 
which faces the midday sun in winter, a fine spot to rest and 
snack; you might catch a day when ice shimmers on each tiny 
branch of deciduous trees surrounding this shelter. Just beyond 
here, you will access the Hunter Mountain Trail, leaving the 
Devil’s Path, and enjoy a beautiful gradual climb to the higher 
reaches of the mountain. If it has been snowy, the smaller balsam 
and spruce at this elevation may be entirely blanketed in snow. 
This high trail is especially beautiful in winter. 
 As the trail levels out, you soon reach the Spruceton Trail in a 
clearing where the original fire tower was located at the terminus 
of the Becker Hollow Trail. Here is a four-way junction where 
the unmarked path, left, leads shortly to outstanding vistas from 
4,000 feet towards 3,880-foot West Kill Mountain and vistas 
south and east. (Take care on small ledges.) Back at the junction 
clearing, turn left toward the fire tower; the terrain is nearly level 
here and always a lovely walk in any season amongst dark coni-
fers. The tower is open to climb, one of five renovated fire towers 
in the Catskill Forest Preserve. The fire observers’ summit cabin 
has been refurbished, and may be open on summer weekends 
when volunteer interpreters are there to answer questions. 
 Enjoy 360o views from the tower in the heart of the Catskill 
high peaks; the ski area is way below you! Northeast is the 
Blackhead Range, three peaks that just miss joining Hunter as 
4,000-footers: Thomas Cole, Black Dome and Blackhead. Fac-
ing east you will see 3,655-foot Kaaterskill High Peak with its 
shorter companion, Roundtop; because of its proximity to the 
Hudson Valley, High Peak was long thought to be the highest in 
the Catskills. Southeast are the four Devil’s Path peaks: Plateau, 
Sugarloaf, Twin and Indian Head Mountains, where the Devil’s 
Path really gets devilish! 
 The Burroughs Range is south: Wittenberg, Cornell and 
Slide Mountains, Slide being the highest peak in the Catskills at 
4,180 feet. This challenging and spectacular range is named after 
John Burroughs, born in 1837 in a simple log house near Rox-
bury called Woodchuck Lodge. He so loved these mountains that 
he wrote many essays and became a renowned naturalist, whose 
books were required reading in schools throughout the United 
States. He became friends with Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, 
Theodore Roosevelt and John Muir, among other “movers and 
shakers.” Burroughs wrote, “Nature we have always with us, an 

inexhaustible storehouse of that which moves the heart, appeals 
to the mind, and fires the imagination—health to the body, a 
stimulus to the intellect, and a joy to the soul.” 
 From the summit, turn right and descend the Spruceton 
Trail. One mile down, it passes the Colonel’s Chair Trail, which 
runs from this trail to the top of the ski trails. On occasion, 
people miss the Colonel’s Chair trail on their descent and mistak-
enly end up in Spruceton Valley. One woman said, “You wouldn’t 
believe how many folks arrive here looking for Hunter…now I 
charge them for thirty-six miles round-trip to drive them back to 
their car!” We actually met one such man, walked him back up to 
the Colonel’s Chair Trail and shared our water with him.
 Nice viewing west opens up soon where the John Robb 
Lean-to was located, but it burned in 2005 and was rebuilt just 
below here by Catskill 3500 Club volunteers along with New 
York-New Jersey Trail Conference members and Department of 
Environmental Conservation personnel. The off-trail approach 
to the lean-to involves a narrow descent through ledges, possibly 
difficult in snowshoes. Past the lean-to, take care approaching the 
new excellent lookout here.
 Now the trail begins a very steady, sometimes icy, descent for 
0.6 miles to the low point between Hunter and Rusk Mountains. 
Trailless 3,680-foot Rusk is one of the 3500 Club’s thirty-five 
required peaks. This is the halfway point from the summit; turn 
left here. (To the right was the old Hunter Road down Taylor 
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Hollow.) The remainder of the Spruceton Trail is a delightful 
gradual descent with nice views through the trees over the valley. 
The wide bridge over Hunter Brook is reached half a mile from 
the first DEC parking lot; this last section is very attractive next 
to the rushing cascades of Hunter Brook. If you parked at the last 
DEC parking lot, road walk left for another 0.2 miles. (A final 
parking area is a snow-plow turnaround.)

¹The twenty-five mile Devil’s Path offers some of the most chal-
lenging hiking in the Catskill Forest Preserve, running over the 
summits of five high peaks—Indian Head, Twin, Sugarloaf, 
Plateau, and West Kill—and the shoulder of Hunter Mountain. 
In between the mountains are historic routes, now trails, link-
ing villages south of these peaks to points north: Jimmy Dolan 
Notch, Pecoy Notch, Mink Hollow, Stony Clove (Route 214), 
and Diamond Notch. The Devil’s Path can be dangerous when 
wet or icy, and is fascinating in any season. We recommend the 
New York-New Jersey Trail Conference’s set of six Catskill Forest 
Preserve maps, www.nynjtc.org.

²The Catskill 3500 Club was founded in 1962 after Bill Spangen-
berger and Brad Whiting determined to organize a club to hike all 
Catskill peaks 3,500 feet and higher. Dan Smiley had compiled 
a list of these peaks, having studied the Bicknell’s thrush and its 
habitat, the balsam fir found above 3,500 feet. Using criteria 
adopted by the Adirondack Forty-Sixers to determine which 
Adirondack High Peaks in close proximity should count, it was 
decided that the Catskill high peaks must be at least half a mile 
apart and have at least a 250-foot drop between them. Thirty-five 
now qualify, and they decided that four of them—Slide, Panther, 

Balsam and Blackhead Mountains—must be ascended in winter. 
The Catskill 3500 Club offers hikes every Saturday and Sunday 
year around (except during big game hunting season) and intro-
duces people safely to the joys of snowshoeing mountains. Visit 
www.catskill-3500-club.org for further information.

Carol	and	David	White	are	authors	of	Catskill Day Hikes for All 
Seasons	(Adirondack	Mountain	Club,	2002)	and	editors	of	Catskill 
Trails,	3rd	edition:	Volume	8	(Forest	Preserve	Series,	Adirondack	
Mountain	Club,	2005).	Carol	is	editor	of	Catskill Peak Experienc-
es: Mountaineering Tales of Endurance, Survival, Exploration & 
Adventure	from	the	Catskill	3500	Club	(Black	Dome	Press,	2008).	
Signed	copies	of	all	of	these	books	are	available	at	the	Village	Square	
Bookstore	and	Literary	Arts	Center	in	Hunter,	NY.	To	order	a	copy,	
call	518	263	2050.

To reach the Trailhead and Parking Area:

From Exit 19 on I-87 in Kingston, travel west on Route 28 
for about 29 miles to the hamlet of Shandaken; turn north 
on Route 42 for about seven miles to the hamlet of West 
Kill.  At a flagpole, turn east on County Route 6, Spruceton 
Road, for seven miles to the second DEC parking area on the 
right. Road walk another tenth of a mile to the end of the 
road, pass the barrier gate and sign in at a trail register on the 
Diamond Notch Trail.  The first DEC parking area is on the 
left at 6.8 miles, the trailhead of the Spruceton Trail.  
 On Route 23A, travel to Lexington and turn south on 
Route 42 for four miles to the hamlet of West Kill. (See 
above directions from there.)  
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Flights of Fancy & More in the 
Catskill High Peaks By Vicki Lester

aby, it’s cold outside.
 So what!

 You don’t have to be outdoors to have fun. Instead, plan a 
heart-of-the-winter weekend getaway to one of the many cozy 
and comfortable hideaways in the Catskill High Peaks. You don’t 
have to be a skier, snowboarder, or ice climber to enjoy all of the 
indoor winter fun that the High Peaks has to offer.
 All you have to do is fold your arms, nod your head, blink 
once and you’re there. Okay, so maybe it’s not that easy, but if you 
don’t ski—even if you do—and you’re looking for an über-cool 
place in the northern Catskills to stay, hop on a Pine Hill Trail-
ways bus and travel three or so hours to Margaretville, NY (the 
village adjoining Roxbury) where you will be picked up at the 
“station” and ferried by car to The Roxbury, where you can relax 
in comfort and effortlessly relive some of your best childhood 
memories as well.
 Life is art and art is life. At least, that’s the way Gregory 
Henderson and Joseph Massa, co-owners of The Roxbury see it. 
And they’ve carried their philosophy over into the rooms at this 
ultra-hip boutique hotel.

 If you’re looking to hibernate for the weekend, you won’t 
be able to resist Fred’s Lair, amusingly-appointed with tiger-skin 
pillows, pebble stone shower, and bed-throws made of seven dif-
ferent kinds of faux fur. Yabba Dabba Do! No one could blame 
you for wanting to be a throw-back in this room.
 If you’re a romantic, but can’t afford a gift from Tiffany’s, 
give the gift of a weekend in The Roxbury’s “Go Lightly-a-Go-
Go” room, where you and your loved one can experience what 
it’s like to sleep in a life-sized Tiffany’s blue gift box. This room, 
inspired by Truman Capote’s unforgettable character, Holly 
Golightly has been fitted with sparkling blue glitter glass mosaic 
tiles that flash like diamonds. It’s the perfect room in which to 
pop the question.
 Then there’s the Mod Pod, the Partridge Nest, the I Dream 
of Jeannie room, and, well, you get the picture; you can also relax 
in a studio room (sans TV or movie theme), kitchenette, or shim-
mering spa. The Roxbury is located at 2258 County Hwy 41  in 
Roxbury, NY. For more information, call them at 607 326 7200 
or visit www.theroxburymotel.com.
 Looking for something a little older fashioned?

B
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 Wrap yourself in a blanket of history at the 
Scudder Hill House, a historical farmhouse, 
ca. 1860, that sits on five wooded acres with a 
picturesque view of Lake Wawaka. For those of 
you who prefer to embark on your adventures 
indoors, Scudder Hill House offers 24-hour ac-
cess to books, games, coffee, tea, hot chocolate, 
mini-refrigerator, microwave, telephone and 
internet service. If you’re looking for a place to 
escape far from the ‘madding’ crowd, you’ll love 
the simplicity.
 In 1635, Thomas and Elizabeth Scudder 
and their five children came to Salem, Massa-
chusetts. They were the first of the Scudder line 
to arrive in the New World. That’s practically 
Pilgrim material. The Scudders were English, 
coming from Dartford and Darenth in Kent, 
England south and east of London. They arrived 
in Salem in 1635 and some of the children or 
their children—or their children’s children—
eventually made it to Roxbury, NY.
 Ask the innkeepers how their Scudders 
made it from Salem to Roxbury. Storytelling is a 
great way to pass the time indoors.
 The Scudder Hill House is located at 24 
County Hwy 8 in Roxbury. For more informa-
tion, call 607 326 7310 or visit www.scudder-
hillhouse.com.
 What makes the Fairlawn so unique is that 
this distinctive inn on Main Street, Hunter 
Village is green rated (three leaves by Audubon 
International) and Number One in New York 
by the New York State Hospitality & Tourism 
Assoc. They offer a full cooked-to-order break-
fast with a large menu (for a B&B) that is locally purchased—as 
sustainable and organic as possible. They use organic essential oils 
to make all of their cleaning products. Every room has a private 
bath, a queen sized bed and flat screen TV with DVD player. They 
are also pet friendly in two of the nine rooms. 
 The friendly innkeeper, Chuck Tomajko, is an art and 
antiques collector. Because of his additional business across the 
street (antique mall) the decorations and furnishings constantly 
change. “Each room is individually decorated and as I like to say, 
with the ambiance of the Victorian times with all the ameni-
ties of the 21st century,” says Chuck. “I had a vision of what the 
Fairlawn could be and recognized that in a five year plan ending 
in 2008. Gardens, patio, fresh paint and upgrades to every facet 
of the inn—linens, duvets, towels fireplaces and more. We offer a 
snack area, complimentary carbonated drinks etc.”
 This unique inn is situated on Main Street in the laid-back 
village of Hunter. Because of this, there are many things to do 
within walking distance and Chuck is more than willing to pro-

vide directions for a “junking—or inexpensive antique shopping” 
tour and a kind of mini concierge service. Ask him and he’ll tell 
you where to go locally, or if you’re planning to use the “hub-
and-spoke” method of traveling using the Fairlawn as your central 
location, you can visit: Howe Caverns, the FDR Site, Cooper-
stown, Historic Huguenot Street in New Paltz, Ulster County 
Wine tours, etc. Chuck is more than happy to send you a list of 
things to do in addition to a restaurant list so you get great food. 
 At the Fairlawn, individual attention is what counts. 
 The Fairlawn is located at 7872 Main Street in the Village of 
Hunter. For more information, call them at 518 263 5025 or visit 
www.fairlawninn.com.
 So grab that book or board game and head for the Catskills 
in the chilly winter months to come. Don’t forget to bring along 
at least one friend who’s willing to brave the elements and maybe 
even try the Zipline at Hunter Mountain. Brew her—or him—a 
cup of steaming hot cocoa when she returns. Set yourselves up by 
a roaring fire, or its equivalent, lean back into those plush cushions 
and listen carefully—but comfortably—to her chilly outdoor tales.

The Fairlawn Inn
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hen the cold winds blow and the snow begins to fly, many 
people head to the mountains to pursue their favorite 

seasonal pastimes. For those who are addicted to the excitement 
of speeding through the snow, snowmobiling is perfect for you. 
For people who have taken to the trails, snowmobiling can be fun, 
exciting and challenging. The picture-perfect trails, the sun glint-
ing off the snow-covered landscape and the camaraderie of friends 
and family out for a day of winter sport makes snowmobiling a 
primary means of recreation for many in New York State.
 Snowmobiling is a particularly popular activity in what 
is known as “Utsayantha Country,” that region of the Catskill 
Mountains surrounding Routes 30, 10 and 23. The town of 
Stamford is often referred to as the hub of the region, which 
extends beyond the boundaries of the greater Stamford area to 
include the towns of Grand Gorge, Harpersfield, Kortright, 
Davenport, Meredith, Plattekill and Bovina. It even sneaks into 
Schoharie County to include the towns of Jefferson, Summit 
and Gilboa. Some residents extend the borders even further, to 
include any towns where one can see the spectacular summit of 
Mount Utsayantha.
 Utsayantha Country’s magnificent snowmobile trails are 
among the best trail systems in the Catskill Mountains and, along 
with Tug Hill in the Adirondack Mountains, among one of the 
best trail systems in New York State. There are over 100 miles of 
groomed trails, including 25 miles of trails on Mount Utsayantha, 
maintained by four professional groomers and a host of volun-
teers. The trails are an integral part of the New York State trail 
corridor that connects all of the trails right up to the Canadian 
border. The Central Catskill Trail Association is a tremendous 

resource for snowmobilers in the Catskill Region; the New York 
State Snowmobile Association named it “Club of the Year” for 
2002. For trail conditions and maps (available to members only), 
visit their Web site at www.centralcatskilltrail.com. You can also 
check them out on Facebook.
 Snowmobiling is permitted in the Catskill Forest Preserve 
on dedicated snowmobile trails, which are marked with round, 
orange snowmobile trail markers. South central Delaware County 
has 23 miles of dedicated trail in the preserve. For maps and 
regulations, please contact the Department of Environmental 
Conservation at 607 652 7365 or visit their Web site at www.dec.
state.ny.us. For general information on snowmobiling in New 
York State, contact the New York State Snowmobile Associa-
tion at their Web site: www.nyssnowassoc.org. In addition to the 
dedicated trails in the Catskill Forest Preserve, there are hundreds 
of miles of privately-maintained snowmobile trails in the Catskill 
Region and a number of facilities that offer snowmobile access. 
Contact your local chamber of commerce or tourism agency for 
an up-to-date list of snowmobile clubs and businesses that main-
tain snowmobile trails.
 Finally, while skill plays a big part in how much fun you 
can have, an equally important part of the equation is safety. The 
International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA), 
based in Haslett, MI, has issued an important safety booklet that 
outlines some of the ways snowmobilers can ensure that riders 
reduce risks to both themselves and others on the trails. Visit the 
ISMA Web site at www.snowmobile.org for a list of safety tips. By 
following all of these tips, you will make sure that your snowmo-
biling experience is a fun and safe adventure.

Snowmobiling in 
the Catskill Region

Photo courtesy of Polaris

W



January 2011 • guide  19

Hunter Mountain
If skiing and riding are not your style, or you’re looking for 
a supplement to your other winter activities, snowtubing is 
a perfect activity for kids and adults alike! Hunter’s snow-
tubing park has nine chutes, 900 feet of length, 10 feet of 
width per chute, and the best part: a lift waiting for you at 
the bottom to take you back up to the top in seconds! You 
don’t have to do anything but relax inside a plump inner 
tube and enjoy the exhilaration and fun of the downward 
slide.
 The snowtubing park is a perfect place for families, 
groups or individuals alike. Tickets are sold in two-hour 
time slots, and the park is open all day during weekends 
and holiday periods. Snowtubing can also make a fun 
nighttime activity. There is also a fire pit, music, snack bar 
and seating area for those in your group who may want to 
sit a few runs out. Sessions are priced at $18 per person for 
a two-hour session. You must be at least 42 inches in height 
to participate … and make sure you dress warmly! Oper-
ating hours and special group rates are available at www.
HunterMtn.com.

Night	tubing	at	Windham	Mountain

Windham Mountain
How does this sound for a little excitement? You’re rocketing 
down a 650-foot snow-covered slope, lying flat on your back in a 
canvas-covered tube. And the only thing louder than your shrieks 
of delight are the screams of pure joy coming from your kids in 
the next lane.
 It’s called snow tubing, Windham style, and it’s just one more 
way we try to make your day on the mountain an unforgettable 
adventure. And give Mom the opportunity to push Dad down a 
mountain.
 Located at the Windham Mountain Adventure Park, the 
tubing hill has many lanes of downhill fun. Best of all, no skill 
is required! Please note that guests must be three years old or 36 
inches tall to participate in snow tubing.
 For  more information, please log on to www.windham-
mountain.com.

Photo courtesy of Polaris Snow Tubing

Plattekill Mountain
Plattekill Mountain’s Tubapalooza Snowtubing Park in 
Roxbury offers exactly what snowtubers are looking for—
hills and snow. The park is open from 5 pm to 9 pm every 
Saturday and additional days during holiday periods. Riders 
must be at least 36 inches tall. Group rates are available 
and groups can also ‘rent the park’ during non-operating 
public hours. For more information about the Tubapalooza 
Snowtubing Park, please visit Plattekill Mountain’s Web site 
at www.plattekill.com.
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he Pine Hill Arms Triathlon was begun by a group of skiers 
who were interested in organizing an athletic competition that 

would take place just before the annual spring ski races at Bel-
leayre Mountain. The first race consisted of mostly weekend skiers 
and local teams who thought the race would be fun. That first 
year, the winner crossed the finish line in his bare feet because his 
support person arrived late with his running shoes.
 As word began to spread about the Triathlon and its difficult 
mountain climbs, competitive athletes joined the race while the 
weekend skiers dropped out. The second year of the competition, 
Mike Halstead, from Kingston, NY, one of the top Ironmen in 
the northeast, competed in and easily won the race. Mike contin-
ued to win for the next nine years. It wasn’t until the event’s 11th 
year that he was unseated by his young long-legged protegé and 
and training partner, Alex Sherwood, who won by a margin of 
thirty seconds. Since then, winners have come from Lake Placid, 
Colorado Springs and New Zealand. Mike, though, came roaring 
back two years ago to take first place.
 The beginning leg of the race consists of a flat traverse across 
the summit of Belleayre Mountain and downhill skiing along 
Roaring Brook, the longest trail in the Catskill Mountains, to the 
base of the mountain. The racers then set off on a 10-mile bike 

leg that includes three exhausting climbs, the longest of which is 
from Pine Hill back to the Belleayre Mountain Ski Center, that 
includes a twisting and turning downhill section during which 
riders are moving at speeds in excess of 50 miles an hour while 
maneuvering through a series of S-turns. The final stage of the 
competition is a run that takes participants from Belleayre back 
through the streets of Pine Hill to the finish line at Pine Hill 
Arms. Over the past decade, the Triathlon has become a major 
athletic competition, with racers participating from as close as 
New York City and Boston and as far away as New Zealand and 
Europe. This year’s race takes place on Saturday, March 19, 2011. 
Registration is from 9:30 am to 11:30 am at the Longhouse 
Lodge at Belleayre Mountain, and the race promptly starts at 1:30 
pm from the top of the Tomahawk lift. The fee is $50 per racer 
if you pre-register and $55 per racer if you register on race day. 
After the race, an awards ceremony with live music, dancing and a 
Bayou Buffet celebration is the perfect way to enjoy the company 
of fellow athletes and relax after an exhausting day.
 For more information about the Pine Hill Arms Triathlon, 
please contact Pine Hill Arms at 845 254 4012 or visit their Web 
site at www.pinehillarms.com. You can also visit the Belleayre 
Mountain Web site at www.belleayre.com.

T

The 19th Annual
Pine Hill Arms Triathlon

Photo	by	Franz	Edlinger,	eOneMedia.com
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JANUARY  AT THE CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION

MUSIC, DANCE, THEATER, FILM, LITERARY PROgRAMS, STUDIO ARTS, & NATURAL AgRICULTURE IN HUNTER, NY

Where Can You See the Very Best Foreign, Independent, Art and Hollywood films? 

Mountain CineMa
At the Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main Street, Hunter

Ticket Prices: $8 / $6 seniors & children under 11
Film schedule subject to change, please call ahead to confirm: 518 263 2002 (recorded messages)

or visit www.catskill mtn.org. 

INSIDE JOb
(Rated PG-13, 120 minutes)

DIRECTED bY
CHARLES FERgUSON
Inside Job is the first film to provide a comprehensive 
analysis of the global financial crisis of 2008, which at a 
cost over $20 trillion, caused millions of people to lose 
their jobs and homes in the worst recession since the 
Great depression, and nearly resulted in a global finan-
cial collapse. through exhaustive research and exten-
sive interviews with key financial insiders, politicians, 
journalists, and academics, the film traces the rise of a 
rogue industry which has corrupted politics, regulation, 
and academia. 1/1–1/2. see schedule of events on page 
29 for show times.

“It’s quite fascinating, quite astonishing, and really I 
think it’s as riveting as documentary work gets.”

—Kenneth Turan, NPR.org 

TRUE gRIT (Rated PG-13, 110 minutes)
DIRECTED bY JOEL COEN & ETHAN COEN
Fourteen-year-old mattie Ross’s father has been killed 
by tom Chaney, and she is determined to bring him to 
justice. enlisting the help of a trigger-happy, drunken 
u.s. marshal, “Rooster” Cogburn (Jeff Bridges), she sets 
out with him—over his objections—to hunt down 
Chaney. Vengeance demands that she pursue the 
criminal into indian territory and find him before a 
texas Ranger named LeBoeuf (matt damon) catches him 
and brings him back to texas for the murder of another 
man. 1/1–1/2. see schedule of events on page 29 for 
show times.

“Bathed in the stunning cinematography of … Roger 
Deakins and a beautiful score by Carter Burwell, the 
film is a phenomenal and perfectly cast character 
piece. … (O)ne of the best movies of the year.”

—Eric Eisenberg, Cinema Blend

La Traviata Made in Dagenham
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TANgLED
(Rated PG,

100 minutes)
DIRECTED bY
NATHAN gRENO &
bYRON HOwARD
the long-haired Prin-

cess Rapunzel (mandy moore) has spent her entire life 
in a tower, but when she falls in love with a bandit who 
was passing by she must venture into the outside world 
for the first time to find him. 1/1–1/2. see schedule of 
events on page 29 for show times.

“An exciting adventure that’s laugh-out-loud funny.”
—Sandy Kenyon, ABC-TV, New York

TAMARA DREwE
Rated R, 111 minutes)

DIRECTED bY
STEPHEN FREARS
Based on Posy simmonds’ 
graphic novel (itself in-
spired by thomas Hardy’s 

classic Far From the Madding Crowd) this modern 
take on the romantic english pastoral is a far cry from 
Hardy’s Wessex. tamara drewe’s present-day english 
countryside—stocked with pompous writers, rich 
weekenders, bourgeois bohemians, a horny rock star, 
and a great many chickens and cows—is a much funnier 
place. When tamara sashays back to the bucolic village 
of her youth, life for the locals is thrown upside down. 
Once an ugly duckling, she has been transformed into a 
devastating beauty (with help from plastic surgery). as 
infatuations, jealousies, love affairs and career ambi-
tions collide among the area’s inhabitants, tamara sets 
a contemporary comedy of manners into play using 
the oldest magic in the book—sex appeal. 1/7–1/9. see 
schedule of events on page 29 for show times.

“I find it hard to avoid the word ‘delightful,’ so I won’t, 
for the movie is a capricious, delicious delight.”

—Richard Corliss, Time 

wHITE MATERIAL
(unRated, 106 minutes)

DIRECTED bY CLAIRE DENIS
in an unnamed african 
country embroiled in civil 

war, a white French woman (isabelle Huppert) struggles 
to save her family’s coffee plantation. 1/21–1/23. see 
schedule of events on page 29 for show times.

“The best film of the year”
—Amy Taubin, ArtForum

vISION: FROM THE LIFE 
OF HILDEgARD vON 
bINgEN

(unRated, 110 minutes)
DIRECTED bY
MARgARETHE vON TROTTA

Vision is about the remarkable 12th century nun Hilde-
gard von Bingen, who was cloistered with a Benedictine 
order at a young age and rose to become its leader, the 
author of spiritual books, a composer of music and an 
expert in herbal medicine. the film portrays an original 
woman whose grand claims often run counter to the 
patriarchal world around her. the monks and nuns at 
the convent become a kind of family, offering both con-
fidants and enemies. in German and Latin with english 
subtitles. 1/21–1/23. see schedule of events on page 29 
for show times.

“Intense. Barbara Sukowa delivers a subdued but pow-
erful performance as Hildegard.”

—V.A. Musetto, The New York Post
 

MADE IN DAgENHAM
(Rated R, 113 minutes)

DIRECTED bY NIgEL COLE
a dramatization of the 
1968 strike at the Ford 
dagenham car plant, where 

female workers walked out in protest against sexual dis-
crimination.  1/28–1/30. see schedule of events on page 
29 for show times.

“You can’t stop cheering! Sally Hawkins is irresistible in 
this funny, touching and vital salute to women. Miran-
da Richardson is sensational”

—Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

Also in the Doctorow Center: Screens One and 
Three, showing the best of first-run 

Hollywood films. The following are some 
films that we may show during the month of 

January. For the most up-to-date schedule, 
check www.catskillmtn.org

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA:
THE vOYAgE OF THE DAwN TREADER
DIRECTED bY MICHAEL APTED
Starring Georgie Henley, Skandar Keynes, Ben Barnes

FAIR gAME
DIRECTED bY DOUg LIMAN
Starring Naomi Watts, Sean Penn, Sonya Davison
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THE FIgHTER
DIRECTED bY DAvID O. RUSSELL
Starring Mark Wahlberg, Christian Bale, Amy Adams

gULLIvER’S TRAvELS
DIRECTED bY ROb LETTERMAN
Starring Jack Black, Emily Blunt, Jason Segel

HOw DO YOU KNOw
DIRECTED bY JAMES L. bROOKS
Starring Reese Witherspoon, Paul Rudd, Owen Wilson

LITTLE FOCKERS
DIRECTED bY PAUL wEITz
Starring Ben Stiller, Teri Polo, Robert De Niro

TRON: LEgACY
DIRECTED bY JOSEPH KOSINSKI
Starring Jeff Bridges, Garrett Hedlund, Olivia Wilde

YOgI bEAR
DIRECTED bY ERIC bREvIg
Starring Dan Aykroyd, Justin Timberlake, Anna Faris

HI DEF OPERA
AT THE DOCTOROw CENTER FOR THE ARTS, MAIN STREET, HUNTER

LA TRAvIATA, bY vERDI
PERFORMED AT TEATRO AllA SCAlA, MIlAN
Sunday, january 9 and Sunday, january 23 at 2:15 pm
Tickets: $20
running time: 2 hours, 13 minutes with one intermission
In Italian with English subtitles  
in her Paris salon, Violetta Valéry greets party guests, including Gas-
tone, who introduces her to alfredo Germont. this young man, having 

adored Violetta from afar, joins her in a drinking song and professes his love for her. although she insists 
that love means nothing to her, the young suitor’s sincerity touches her and she agrees to meet him the 
next day. after her guests depart, Violetta entertains the notion that she could love alfredo; although she 
values her freedom, the sound of alfredo’s voice, audible from the outside, leaves her feeling romantic.
 three months later. alfredo and Violetta are living together in a country home, deeply in love. But 
when annina, the maid, confesses to alfredo that she has just returned from Paris where she pawned 
Violetta’s belongings to support their lifestyle, alfredo sets off for Paris to settle matters himself. Just 
after he leaves, Violetta is confronted by alfredo’s father who, although impressed by Violetta’s nobility, 
insists that she ends her relationship as her reputation has threatened his own daughter’s courtship. His 
persistent pleas ultimately convince her to agree. alone, Violetta begins a farewell note to alfredo. He 
enters suddenly; she can barely control her emotions and reminds him of her unconditional love before 
rushing out. a servant then hands alfredo her farewell letter as his father enters to console him and 
remind him of their life in Provence. But alfredo determines to win her back.
 Later, alfredo arrives at a party, lamenting the bitterness of love. the Baron douphol arrives with 
Violetta and, annoyed by alfredo’s boastful gambling, challenges to a game of cards in which the Baron 
loses a tidy sum. While everyone goes in to supper, Violetta meets with alfredo and, fearful of the Bar-
on’s anger, asks him to leave. He misunderstands her concern and demands that she confess her love for 
the Baron. Forlorn, she feigns love for the Baron. alfredo calls in the others and insults Violetta, throwing 
his winnings at her feet. the elder Germont enters in time to denounce, along with the rest of the party-
goers, his son’s behavior. Baron douphol challenges him to a duel.
 six months later, Violetta has fallen ill with tuberculosis does not have long to live. alone, Violetta 
rereads a letter from Germont stating that the Baron was only injured in the duel and that his son, now 
aware of his foolish behavior, is on his way to apologize. as revelers celebrate mardi Gras outside, an-
nina rushes in to announce alfredo’s arrival. alfredo suggests that they leave Paris together but Violetta 
knows her time has come. the elder Germont enters with the doctor and, shortly thereafter, Violetta dies 
in her lover’s arms.
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KaateRSKiLL fine aRtS
AN EVER CHANGING SElECTION OF FINE ARTS AND ExquISITE CRAFTS

HUNTER vILLAgE SqUARE | 7950 MAIN ST/RTE. 23A, HUNTER
518 263 2060 | gallery@catskillmtn.org | www.catskillmtn.org/gallery

gALLERY HOURS: MON., THUR., FRI. 10AM-5PM, SAT. 10AM–7PM, SUN. 11AM-5PM

bELLA TUSCANY: FROM FIELD SKETCH TO FINISHED wORK
january 15, 2011–march 15, 2011

OPENING RECEPTION: SATuRDAY, JANuARY 15, 4-6 PM
ART TAlK: SATuRDAY, JANuARY 22, 2 PM

a group of four Catskill Region artists who generally paint from artists’ 
Rock to Platte Clove to Olana to Kaaterskill Falls travelled in the 
spring of 2010 to paint on location in the beautiful hilltown of Barga, a 
medieval walled city about 20 miles north of Lucca, italy. they brought 
back with them a range of sketches in pencil, oil and pastel. these 
sketches then became the foundation for finished works of art, which 
will be exhibited at the Kaaterskill Gallery starting January 15, 2011 
and continuing through march 15. the four exhibitors include some of 
the Catskill Region’s most beloved landscape painters: Mara Lehmann 
from Haines Falls, Michelle Moran from Woodstock, Carol Slutzky-
Tenerowicz from elka Park and Marianne Tully from stone Ridge.

there are two intriguing aspects of this exhibit—the first is the 
landscapes themselves from a part of the world that is very different 
from the Hudson Valley, and the other is the window that the sketches 
may open on the artistic process itself. Visitors to the gallery will be 
able to see some of the plein air sketches right next to the finished 
pieces, giving the viewer a firsthand experience of the choices the 

artists have made in the use of light and color, as well as the composition. there is also an opportunity to 
see the same general panorama interpreted by the artists, each in her own style and approach.

all four exhibitors have painted together for over five years and are a part of the Hudson River artists 
Guild, a group of local plein air landscape artists who paint as a group on a regular basis.

a distinctive feature of the work of the Hudson River artists Guild is the dedication the group has to plein 
air painting, as they lug their equipment over the trails and scramble up and down the rocks to find the 
waterfalls, trees, and distant hills that offer themselves to the unique vision of the artist.  When plein 
air painting, the artist values the immediacy of the experience, the spontaneity of the strokes, and the 
rich detail offered to the imagination of the artist. the artist by necessity abstracts and interprets the 
scene on location as well as back in the studio, and this too is part of the process of creating a finished 
painting. this process was at work in the sketches and paintings in this exhibit as well..  

Bella tuscany: From Field sketch to Finished Work will open on January 15, 2011 and continue through 
march 15. an Opening Reception will take place on saturday, January 15, from 4–6 Pm. in addition, an 
informal art talk with all of the exhibiting artists will take place on saturday, January 22 at 2 pm. 

“Sunburst over Barga Hillside,” 
by Mara Lehmann
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fReSH HaRVeSt CafÉ 
cuISInE by ExEcutIvE chEf, mIchaEl cotronE

French Culinary institute 2001

Our breakfast menu features  
Crepes suzettes; French style Open Omelettes; Western style Omelette; Organic Pepper & Onion 

Omelette with Ham & Cheese; French toast; two eggs with thick smoky Bacon and toast

Our lunch menu includes: 
soup of the day; Philly Cheese steak sandwich; Hot Open turkey sandwich;

Organic eggplant Parmesan sandwich; Chicken Parmesan sandwich;
sautéed turkey & Onion sandwich; Homemade Roasted Beef sandwich;

imported Prosciutto & Fresh mozzarella sandwich; Organic Vegetable Wrap;
Chef’s Grilled angus Burger; Classic Gyro; Fresh Grilled Chicken sandwich

We use freshly baked, organic Machu Picchu breads and local ingredients upon availability.

Thai-Italia Saturday Nights
Every Saturday night, 5 pm to 10 pm

featuring classic italian and asian specialties, such as thai Crab Cakes, mango salad with 
seared salmon, thai tofu & Butternut squash Curry, Pasta with Ragu Bolognese, spaghetti with 

shrimp Fra diavolo and eggplant Parmesan.  

artisan desserts are available and special orders upon request. 

fReSH HaRVeSt MaRKet 
 Featuring produce from our own natural agricultural farm, produce from other farms in the 

region and locally made food and healthcare products.

HOURS:  w & TH 10am–5pm, F 10am–6pm, ST 9:30am–6pm, SU 9:30am–5pm.
closed monday and tuesday.

7950 MAIN ST./RTE.23A, vILLAgE OF HUNTER, NY

518-263-2071 • www.CATSKILLMTN.ORg
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2010 Grand Benefactor
When a small group of compassionate citizens came together some years 
ago, their purpose was quite simple: to enrich life on the mountaintop. 

This progressive group of second homeowners, soon to become the 
Windham Chapter, has taken many small steps to make great strides 

in our community. As a division of the Catskill Mountain Foundation, 
the Windham Chapter is committed to supporting projects in the arts, 

education, and recreation.

Their impact has been felt on many levels; from the very public to the 
intensely personal: radio and emergency equipment for local firefighters, 
medical care for families, band uniforms for WAJ students and college 

scholarships for deserving graduates. This group saw a need and made a 
commitment to help fill it. Since 2003, the Windham Chapter has awarded 
nearly 2 million dollars to local non-profit organizations. Some people want 

things to happen, some people wish things to happen...

The Windham Chapter makes things happen.
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Windham Chapter Grant Recipients
• 2010 Windham World Cup Bike Festival

• Windham-Ashland-Jewett (WAJ) Central School 
 Facade Restoration

• Athletic Equipment, Tennis and Basketball Courts 
 and Distance Learning Center

• Windham Library Summer Reading Program

• Sugar Maples Art Explorers Program

• Mountain Top Friends of the Animals 
Spay and Neuter Program

• Cornell Cooperative Extension Sustainable Living

• Windham Family Medical Center

• Windham Historical Society

•Mountain Top Little League Sign

• VFW Building Restoration Project

• Mountain Top Historical Society

• Girls Quest

•WAJ Outstanding Student Scholarship Award

•Mountain Top Soccer League

•Windham Food Pantry

•Windham Mountain Biking Team

• Greene County Council on the Arts

• Windham Chamber Music Festival

The Windham Chapter is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, 
governed by an all-volunteer board.

Windham Chapter 
P.O. Box 600 

Windham, NY 12496

www.windhamchapter.com
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KaateRSKiLL fine aRtS
AN EVER CHANGING SElECTION OF FINE ARTS AND ExquISITE CRAFTS

HUNTER vILLAgE SqUARE | 7950 MAIN ST/RTE. 23A, HUNTER
518 263 2060 | gallery@catskillmtn.org | www.catskillmtn.org/gallery

gALLERY HOURS: MON., THUR., FRI. 10AM-5PM, SAT. 10AM–7PM, SUN. 11AM-5PM

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS: A FIbER REvOLUTION
through january 9, 2011

Home for the Holidays: a Fiber Revolution combines the ideas of home and hearth 
with cutting-edge fiber design and art. Fiber Revolution is a network of professional 
textile artists combining their knowledge and expertise to bring awareness of their 
art to various far-flung communities. since 2003 they have exhibited as a group in 
more than 10 states plus Botswana in africa and st. Petersburg in Russia. this is 
their first exhibition in the Catskill Region.

Fiber Revolution’s goal is to provide greater visibility for their work while educating 
the public about fiber as an exciting art form. although the art is constructed from 
fabric, it is not meant to lie at the foot of the bed, but rather to hang on the wall 
like an oil or watercolor painting. the artists use fiber as their medium—dyeing 

it, painting it, cutting it, tearing it, stamping it, fusing it and embellishing it. the final step, stitching through the 
layers of fabric, brings a dimensional depth to the artwork that mere paint cannot. these are definitely not your 
granny’s quilts!

Detail of “Ne Smotri V Moie Okno/
Don’t Look in My Window” 
by Natalya Aikens

HUNTER vILLAgE SqUARE • 7950 MAIN ST/RTE. 23A / 518 263 2050 
HOURS: Thur. & Fri. 10AM-5PM, SAT. 10AM–7PM, Sun. 11AM-5PM

ViLLaGe SQuaRe BooKStoRe
and LiteRaRy aRtS CenteR

the Village square Bookstore & 
Literary arts Center has over 10,000 
titles in stock including books on the 
visual arts, crafts, film, poetry, drama, 
illustrated children’s storybooks, 
cooking, gardening, fiction and 
non-fiction, bestsellers, publishers 
overstocks and one of the largest 
selections of books on the Catskill 
Region in the area. We also carry an 
assortment of games, gifts and cards.

The bookstore will be closed 
January 2–7, 2011 for inventory.
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tba 
5:00 & 8:00 pm

tba 
5:00 & 8:00 pm

JanuaRy 2011 MoVieS
and eVentS at a GLanCe

Schedule subject to change, please call 
to confirm: 518 263 2002

cInEma 1 - hollywood fIlmS 

cInEma 2 - forEIgn &
         IndEpEndEnt fIlmS 

cInEma 3 - hollywood fIlmS 

hI-dEf opEra/thEatEr

gallEry EvEntS

farm/cafE

pErformancES

lItErary EvEntS

SpEcIal EvEntS

(ST) JAN 1 (SU) JAN 2

(F) JAN 7 (ST) JAN 8 (SU) JAN 9

(F) JAN 21 (ST) JAN 22 (SU) JAN 23 

(F) JAN 14 (ST) JAN 15 (SU) JAN 16 (M) JAN 17
tba 
7:00 pm

whItE matErIal 
7:15 pm

tba
7:30 pm

opEnIng rEcEptIon: 
bElla tuScany 
4–6 pm

tba 
4:00 & 7:00 pm

whItE matErIal 
4:15 & 7:15 pm

tba
4:30 & 7:30 pm

tba 
2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm

whItE matErIal 
2:15, 4:15 & 7:15 pm

tba
2:30, 4:30 & 7:30 pm

tba 
7:00 pm

whItE matErIal 
7:15 pm

tba
7:30 pm

tba 
7:00 pm

vISIon: from thE 
lIfE of hIldEgard 
von bIngEn 
7:15 pm

tba
7:30 pm

art talk wIth thE 
artIStS of bElla 
tuScany 
2 pm

tba 
4:00 & 7:00 pm

vISIon: from thE lIfE 
of hIldEgard von 
bIngEn 
4:15 & 7:15 pm

tba
4:30 & 7:30 pm

hI-dEf opEra: 
la travIata 
2:15 pm

tba 
2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm

vISIon: from thE 
lIfE of hIldEgard 
von bIngEn 
7:15 pm

tba
2:30, 4:30 & 7:30 pm

(F) JAN 28 (ST) JAN 29 (SU) JAN 30
tba 
7:00 pm

madE In 
dagEnham 
7:15 pm

tba
7:30 pm

tba 
4:00 & 7:00 pm

madE In 
dagEnham 
4:15 & 7:15 pm

tba
4:30 & 7:30 pm

tba 
2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm

madE In 
dagEnham 
2:15, 4:15 & 7:15 pm

tba
2:30, 4:30 & 7:30 pm

tanglEd 
7:00 pm

InSIdE job 
7:15 pm

truE grIt
7:30 pm

tanglEd 
7:00 pm

InSIdE job 
7:15 pm

truE grIt
7:30 pm

tba 
7:00 pm

tamara drEwE 
7:15 pm

tba
7:30 pm

tba 
4:00 & 7:00 pm

tamara drEwE 
4:15 & 7:15 pm

tba
4:30 & 7:30 pm

hI-dEf opEra: 
la travIata 
2:15 pm

tba 
2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm

tamara drEwE 
7:15 pm

tba
2:30, 4:30 & 7:30 pm

 

at the new  
Orpheum Performing Arts Center 

Have your family or loved ones commemorated 
with a permanent plaque on a theatre seat! 

 Lead the way to the Orpheum’s lobby with brick 
pavers engraved to your specifications.  

Theatre seats @ $500. 
Brick pavers @ $250.

Please contact Candy McKee
for more information:

mckeec@catskillmtn.org

Please take a seat

Planning a weekend or family gathering
in the Catskills?

the Catskill mountain Foundation has affordable facilities 
for artistic residencies, corporate retreats, and private 
events in a spectacular natural setting only two hours from 
new York City. Our fourteen-room sherwood House Ho-
tel is situated right in the heart of the northern Catskill 
mountains and is an ideal choice for groups looking for 
first class budget accommodations in one of new York 
state’s most beautiful regions.

for more information visit our Website:
http://www.catskillmtn.org/facilities/index.html

call: 518.263.2073
or email: imperialef@catskillmtn.org

ReSidenCy and 

MeetinG faCiLitieS

LOOKINg FOR ANgELS!
For this year’s giving, please consider becom-

ing a Sustaining Angel and be a dynamic 
partner in the Catskill Mountain Foundation’s 

arts-based economic development work. 
 

sustaining angels is designed to help us establish a 
broader base of consistent support, locally, regionally 
and beyond. achieving our goal will bring crucial ben-
efits to our area—new opportunities for local business 
owners, a revitalized economy, and a richer cultural  
environment for our community that will attract many 
new visitors.

For more information or to become a Sustaining 
Angel please contact:

Candy McKee, mckeec@catskillmtn.org 




