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THE ARTS

THE CATSKILL HIGH PEAKS LOVES 
YOU: Beds on Clouds is Our Way of 
Showing It By Vicki Lester

FIRE TOWER MOUNTAINS OF THE 
CATSKILL FOREST PRESERVE: 
Balsam Lake Mountain 
By Carol & David White, with Laurie Rankin

DESTINATION WEEKEND WEDDINGS 
And Tips to Make Them Work

DIRECTORY OF WEDDING SERVICES

FEBRUARY AT THE 
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION
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The ArTs

American Tonalism: New Works by Patrick Milbourn and Lee Anne Morgan
at the M Gallery in Catskill
Painter Patrick Milbourn and photographer Lee Anne Morgan bring forth their newest expressions of the American landscape. It’s a 
he-sees, she-sees exploration—one captures with a paint brush while the other caresses with a camera.
 The styles are complementary. Muted colors harmonize hazy fields, dreamy pastures, and soft lit paths. The journey is subtle and 
the imagery narrative. One yearns to be there, enjoying the serenity as tonal nuances define the moment.
 Patrick Milbourn is a Master Pastellist and an award-winning artist whose work has been recognized by the Pastel Society of 
America, the National Academy of Art, the Salmagundi Club and the prestigious American Academy of Arts and Letters. His works are 
in private collections in Europe, Asia and the U.S. Patrick has recently been inducted into Who’s Who in American Art.
 Lee Anne Morgan experiments with various techniques in photography and painting, sometimes merging the two, but most often 
retaining the purity of each medium. She has created a unique technique—a “painterly” style using cameras, lenses, and natural light-
ing with simple-to-complex subjects … all brought into her “dry darkroom” for final work and printing. She’s exhibited in solo and 
group exhibits, and her work resides at the Samuel Dorsky Museum at SUNY/New Paltz, as well as in private collections.
 American Tonalism will run through February 15, 2011. M Gallery is located at 350 Main Street in Catskill, New York. M Gallery is 
open on the weekends from 12 pm to 5 pm, by appointment or by chance. An open house and reception will be held on Saturday, February 26, 
2011 from 3 pm to 8 pm. For more information, call 518 943 2189.  

saugerties Pro Musica Presents a Folk Concert with Mark rust
Saugerties Pro Musica is proud to celebrate its musical diversity by presenting a Folk concert by 
Mark Rust on Sunday, February 13, at 3 pm at the Saugerties United Methodist Church, on the 
corner of Washington Avenue and Post Street.
 Mark Rust is a professional musician who performs a fun collection of original songs & 
stories about common experiences we’ve all shared while growing up in a family, as well as some 
traditional American “roots” music and songs. Mark’s performance showcases an impressive array 
of instruments including guitar, banjo, fiddle, piano, and mountain dulcimer, as well as some 
beautifully hypnotic pieces for hammered dulcimer.

 Mark Rust has also been involved in many theatrical productions. He joined the National Touring Company of the Broadway 
hit Pump Boys & Dinettes, starring in the lead role while playing a variety of instruments. Mark was commissioned to compose 
original music and lyrics for a production of the ancient comedy The Rope by Plautus. Mark was also selected to perform several 
shows in New York City to promote the release of the film A Prairie Home Companion.
 In addition, a West Point Instrumental Ensemble will perform a FREE Concert on Sunday, February 20, at 3 pm. 
 Admission is $12 for adults, seniors $10. Students are always FREE. For more information please call 845 246 5021 or visit www.
saugertiespromusica.org.
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Taj Mahal and his Band Perform at UPAC
Composer and multi-instrumentalist Taj Mahal will per-
form at UPAC in Kingston on Sunday, February 27, 2011 
at 7 pm at UPAC in Kingston. Taj Mahal is a two-time 
Grammy Award winner and one of the most influential 
American blues and roots artists of the past half-century.  
He has made no Faustian deals in his long and distin-
guished career, but stands at an important crossroads none-
theless. Mahal’s never-ending exploration of the complex 
origins and underpinnings of American music has forged 
a four-decade career.  He continues to gather and distill 
countless musical traditions from a range of geographical 
and cultural sources: the Mississippi Delta, the Appalachian 
backwoods, the African continent, the Hawaiian islands, 
Europe, the Caribbean and so much more. Taj Mahal does 
not just stand at the crossroads. He is the crossroads.
 Tickets are priced at $56 Gold Circle, $41 Adult, and 
$36 Member. Purchase your tickets in person at the Bardavon 
Box Office, 35 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, 845 473 2072 or 
in person at the UPAC Box Office, 601 Broadway Kingston, 
845 339 6088 or online at TicketMaster: 800 745 3000. 
Please note that Bardavon Member benefits are not avail-
able through TicketMaster. For more information, visit www.
bardavon.org.
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romance in Art and Music: A Multi-Media exhibit
and Concert in Kingston
Cornell St. Studios, in collaboration with classical guitarist and composer David Temple, present a 
Valentines Day Inspired Art and Music Party on Saturday, February 12 from 6 to 10 pm. 

 David Temple has performed throughout the country as a soloist, accompanist and ensemble player. 
He is dedicated to presenting guitar performances that are full of color and variety. Concerts have 
included the Festival of Arts at Mohonk, the Classical Music series in Ocala, Florida, the Philadel-
phia Chamber Music Society and the Tower Music Series in Poughkeepsie. He has given recitals at 
the University of the Arts and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

  And now, just in time for Valentines Day, David will be sharing the perfect playlist of Romantic 
classical music at Cornell St. Studios.

  In addition to David’s concert, the main gallery will display an assortment of love themed works 
including oil paintings, drawings, ceramics, photographs, handmade jewelry, hair accessories and 
purses by very talented artists of the Hudson Valley area. Exhibiting artists include Mike Modugno, 
Carolyn Hester, Monica Noll Donnely, Iris York, Jen Jeglinski, Gretchen Kelly, Polly M. Law, Laura 

Smedman, Sheila Blair, Cheyenne Rossler, Rita Schwab, Emily Thing, Nadine Lewis, Mavis Harris, Lydia Hall, Holly McCabe, Ed Mc-
Carthy, Christina Gardner, Marilynn Rowley, Renee Samuels, Frances Raia, Sheryl Anderson, Victor Santiago, Don Matthews, Dina 
Pearlman, Phyllis McCabe, Shoshona Snow, Cristina Sass, Marilyn Perez, Carli Bruno, Tanya Monique, Deanna Yildiz, Anita Foley, 
Ariel, Lindsey Morano, Stephen Ladin and Fiona Abrams.
 David Temple’s concert begins at 7:30 pm. A $10 admission includes food, art, music, and a great way to spend Valentines Day weekend! 
Cornell St. Studios is located at 168 Cornell St. in Kingston. For more information, call 845 331 0191 or e-mail rdarmstadt514@gmail.com. 

“Musical snuff Box,” Presented 
by the Academy of Dance and 
Creative Arts
The Academy of Dance and Creative Arts 
(ADACA) is planning their second dance 
performance of the season. It is scheduled 
to take place at the Doctorow Center for 
the Arts, Main Street, Hunter on Saturday, 
March 12 at 7 pm and Sunday, March 13 at 
2 pm.
 “Musical Snuff Box” will feature a one 
act ballet by Konstantin Dournev, break-
dance, gypsy dance and other contempo-
rary dance pieces. Performers include both 
children and adult students from the ballet 
school in Hunter as well as guest artists from 
New York City and New Jersey. The per-
formance includes professional costuming, 
scenery and lights.
 ADACA’s Christmas spectacular was a 
great success and the school plans a number 
of additional performances throughout the 
year. Tickets are $5 for children ages 12 and 
under, $10 for students, $15 for seniors 
(ages 62 and up) and $20 for adults. For 
reservations phone 518 263 4246 or e-mail 
ADACA at mail@adacadance.com.

Christie scheele and 
robert Trondsen at 
the Mark Gruber
Gallery in New Paltz
There are two shining stars 
in the constellation of Hud-
son Valley artists that can 
brilliantly bridge the world 
of traditional landscape 
with contemporary style—
Christie Scheele and Robert 

Trondsen. The exhibit, The Modern Landscape’—Christie Scheele and Robert 
Trondsen traverses the expanse, closing the gap to bring us a vision befitting 
our modern age. The show opened at the Mark Gruber Gallery on January 29 
and will run through March 14, 2011. 
 Christie Scheele’s “Country Noir” style is unique. Her soothing rural 
scenes belie an unease lurking below. Influenced by J.M.W. Turner and Milton 
Avery, this discordance is no accident. She shows how our easy intrusion into 
nature suggests the mystery and dichotomy that is the American experience.
 Robert Trondsen’s landscapes are luminous and expansive. Alternating 
clarity of vision with atmospheric rendering, his backlit images of the Hudson 
Valley modulate his love for romantic landscape with contemporary focus, 
cadence and color. He creates a tonal, ethereal world.
 The Mark Gruber Gallery is located in the New Paltz Plaza, New Paltz, NY. 
Gallery hours are Monday from 11 am to 5:30 pm; Tuesday through Friday from 
10 am to 5:30 pm; Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm; Sunday by appointment. For 
more information, please contact Mark Gruber at 845 255 1241.

“The Evening Show,” by Robert Trondsen
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At The Center for Performing Arts at rhinebeck
The Center for Performing Arts at Rhinebeck is offering several performances this month. The Center is located at 661 Route 308 in 
Rhinebeck, NY. Tickets may be purchased through the Box Office at 845 876 3080, or online at www.centerforperformingarts.org.

Magus
February 4-6, 2011
Friday and Saturday Shows: 8:00 pm
Sunday Matinees: 3:00 pm
Carey Harrison, son of the late Sir Rex Harrison, one of the greatest stage and screen actors of the 20th century, brings his new play, 
Magus, to the Center. Carey Harrison is himself an acclaimed actor, director and playwright whose plays have been seen in over 30 
countries and broadcast in the U.S. on Masterpiece Theatre. Magus celebrates the power of magic and brings together the young William 
Shakespeare, Franz Kafka and Miguel de Cervantes in the dreams of one man, the famous Elizabethan mathematician and sorcerer, Sir 
John Dee, played by the author. A Woodstock Players/CENTERstage co-production directed by Carey Harrison.

Cats
February 12-13, 18-20, 25-27
Friday and Saturday Shows: 8:00 pm
Sunday Matinees: 3:00 pm
Winner of seven Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Andrew Lloyd Weber’s Cats is a must see! This second-longest running show in 
Broadway history gained phenomenal international acclaim and features the now classic song, “Memory.” A first-run in this area, Cats 
offers a uniquely entertaining theatre experience for the entire family!
 A CENTERstage Production directed and choreographed by Laurie Sepe-Marder (Jesus Christ Superstar, My Fair Lady).

Solas An Lae
March 4-6
Friday and Saturday Shows: 8:00 pm
Sunday Matinees: 3:00 pm
Returning to The CENTER for three intimate performances, Deirdre Lowry and Patrick Brown present their acclaimed American Irish 
Dance Company, Solas An Lae in “Astral Weeks: The Celtic Soul of Van Morrison.” Astral Weeks is a spiritually-inspired stream-of-
consciousness work employing a score of Irish folk, blues, jazz, R&B and classical music, set to dance by Lowry and Brown in a artistic 
multi media interpretation of Morrison’s legendary career and landmark work.

Celtic Heels Irish Dance
March 5
Saturday Show: 11:00 am
Joan McGrenaghan and her performing troupe have delighted audiences for over two decades! Enjoy Jigs, Reels and Hornpipes choreo-
graphed to energetic, hand-clapping, toe-tapping instrumentals. 

Solas An Lae
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Paula Poundstone Brings her Comedic
Brilliance to the Bardavon!
A Benefit for the Friends of the Poughkeepsie 
Public Library District
The Bardavon in Poughkeepsie is proud to present comedian 
Paula Poundstone in concert on Friday, February 4 at 8 pm.
 It is impossible to attend a Paula Poundstone performance 
without marveling at her ability to interact spontaneously 
with audience members in conversations bound to garner 
riotous laughter. Armed with nothing but a stool, a micro-
phone, and a can of Diet Pepsi, Paula’s ability to create humor 
on the spot has become the stuff of legend. Little wonder peo-
ple leave Paula’s shows debating whether the random people 
she talked to were “plants”—which, of course they never 
are—and complaining that their cheeks hurt from laughter. 
 Paula continues as the National Spokesperson for the As-
sociation of Library Trustees Advocates Friends and Founda-
tions (ALTAFF), a national network of enthusiastic library 
supporters. ALTAFF believes in the importance of libraries as 
the social and intellectual centers of communities and cam-
puses. Paula is supporting libraries on a local level by partner-
ing with promoters and local Friends organization in cities 
where she performs. In most markets the local Friends group 
receives tickets for use in fundraising or promotion as well 
as a portion of the book and CD sales after her performance 
where she makes herself available for signings. Says Paula, “It’s 
funny that we think of libraries as quiet demure places where 

we are shushed by dusty, bun-balancing, bespectacled women. The truth is libraries are raucous clubhouses for free speech, controversy, 
and community. Librarians have stood up to the Patriot Act, sat down with noisy toddlers, and reached out to illiterate adults. Libraries 
can never be shushed. If you haven’t been to your library lately, you’re over-due.” Paula is pleased to partner with ALTAFF support-
ers of the Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District who will sell Paula’s book for which they will receive a percentage of the 
proceeds, and participate in other fund-raising activities. Paula will make herself available for a book signing after the performance. The 
Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District address is at 93 Market Street Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. For more information call 
845 485 3445 ext. 3351.
 Paula’s razor-sharp wit makes her a perfect fit as a regular panelist on NPR’s popular weekly news quiz show, “Wait Wait … Don’t 
Tell Me.” (2008 winner of the prestigious Peabody Award for broadcasting excellence) Her first book, There’s Nothing in This Book That 
I Meant to Say, (with foreword by Mary Tyler Moore) is out in paperback and also is now available on audio. Paula is hard at work on 
her second tome. Paula’s commentaries have been heard on NPR’s “Morning Edition” and her blogs appear in the Huffington Post 
and 23/6, as well as the NPR Opinion Page. Paula was the first woman to perform at the White House Correspondents’ Association 
Annual Dinner and the first woman to win a cable ACE for Best Standup Comedy Performance. Paula has also won an Emmy and an 
Ace Award for Best Program Interviewer. TV appearances include several standup comedy specials (HBO and Bravo), her own show on 
HBO and ABC, and all the major talk shows. In 2010 Paula was invited to serve as judge in the humor category of this year’s Scho-
lastic Art & Writing Awards. The awards are the largest, longest-running recognition and scholarship program for teenage artists and 
writers. Paula has been recognized as one of Comedy Central’s 100 Greatest Stand Ups of All Time. She released her first comedy CD, 
I Heart Jokes: Paula Tells Them In Maine, which is a full hour of hilarious comedy recorded live at the sensational Stone Mountain Arts 
Center—because as Paula says, “It’s very hard to do it any other way.” 
 Tickets for the Friday, February 4, 8 pm Bardavon performance of Paula Poundstone are available at the Bardavon Box Office (35 
Market Street, Poughkeepsie, 845 473 2072), at the Ulster Performing Arts Center (UPAC) Box Office, (602 Broadway, Kingston, 845 339 
6088), and through Ticketmaster (800 745 3000, www.ticketmaster.com). Tickets are $36 Adult, $31 Bardavon Members. For further infor-
mation, please log on to www.bardavon.org. 
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Looking for AngeLs!
For this year’s giving, please consid-
er becoming a Sustaining Angel and 
be a dynamic partner in the Catskill 
Mountain Foundation’s arts-based 

economic development work. 
 

Sustaining Angels is designed to help 
us establish a broader base of consis-
tent support, locally, regionally and 
beyond. Achieving our goal will bring 
crucial benefits to our area—new op-
portunities for local business owners, a 
revitalized economy, and a richer cultural  
environment for our community that will at-
tract many new visitors.

For more information or to 
become a Sustaining Angel please 

contact: Candy McKee
mckeec@catskillmtn.org

 

at the new Orpheum 
Performing Arts Center 
Have your family or loved ones com-
memorated with a permanent plaque 
on a theatre seat! Lead the way to the 
Orpheum’s lobby with brick pavers 

engraved to your specifications.  
Theatre seats @ $500. 
Brick pavers @ $250.

Please contact Candy McKee 
for more information: 

mckeec@catskillmtn.org

Please take a seat
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hen you first arrive at the front door of Susumu and Re-
becca Sato’s Beds on Clouds, a Victorian bed & breakfast 

that sits stately on Rt. 23, Main Street, Windham, NY you don’t 
think you can get any closer to Heaven than this.
 The Town of Windham is, in fact, affectionately known as 
the “Land in the Sky.” According to the Micmacs and Ojibwas, 
the stars in the night sky are the lights of campfires burning 
brightly before the wigwams of the dwellers of the land in the sky, 
but it was probably the Iroquois who gave them the name On-ti-
ora or Land in the Sky. So, it only stands to reason that if you’re 
looking for a good night’s sleep in the “Land in the Sky,” you can’t 
go wrong by planning a stay at Beds on Clouds.
 Innkeepers Rebecca Segerstrom-Sato and Susumu Sato both 
have extensive fine art backgrounds, which they were not afraid 
to use when designing their inn. With over 20 years in the photo/
advertising business to hone their sense of style and taste, the 
Satos have hand-picked every one of their inn’s furnishings and 
decorations, creating a delight for the senses. The name itself, 
Beds on Clouds, conjures romance. The theme for each of the 
rooms are clouds. The ceiling of each room has been designed and 
hand painted with a cloud motif by fine artist Betty Sweet. Sunset 
Clouds, Sunrise Clouds, Pink Clouds, and Storm Clouds. Picture 
feather beds, blue skies, cloud ceilings: if this isn’t Heaven, it’s 
pretty darn close.

 And to add to the bounty that is Beds on Clouds, innkeepers 
Rebecca and Susumu Sato are planning a few surprises for their 
guests in February, the month of love. According to Rebecca, she 
and Susumu may add some red roses and little chocolates to each 
room. They may even add a bottle of wine as well. 
 “Sometimes our guests will call ahead and ask us to add 
specific loving touches to the room ahead of time or on Valen-
tine’s Day. Cakes, flowers, chocolates, turndown service with rose 
petals, things like that,” said Rebecca.
 Why do lovers enjoy the Sato’s inn so much?
 “Beds on Clouds is not your everyday Bed and Breakfast. It’s 
small, precious, and intimate. It is situated in the historic district 
of picturesque Windham in the Northern Catskills. And we try to 
make everyone feel at home.
 “Most couples, whether they are honeymoon couples, lovers 
or married couples, enjoy the coziness and intimate atmosphere 
of Beds on Clouds rooms. They come for a getaway, a peaceful 
haven to unwind from the hectic everyday pace. Many of them 
appreciate the ecologically friendly natural cleaning products that 
are being used and the fact that the water throughout the house is 
filtered. Of course, our delectable breakfasts add to a wholesome 
and happy experience. Beds on Clouds is where divine hospitality 
reigns!!!,” offered Rebecca as the reason her customers return to 
the Sato’s little piece of heaven again and again.

The Catskill High Peaks      You
Beds on Clouds is our way of showing it

By Vicki Lester

W
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 Before coming to the Catskills, the Sato’s were world travel-
ers. Rebecca, a native German/Prussian, is fluent in German, 
French and Italian. Susumu is from Sapporo, Hokkaido, the 
snow paradise of Japan. Their partnership began in New York 
City, where Susumu’s professional photographic eye and Rebecca’s 
creative flair made them an instant match. Together, they created 
a world-class advertising and editorial photography business. 
 In the three decades since Susumu (known professionally as 
Sato) began taking photographs in Manhattan—from his early 
street photography in the tradition of Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
through editorial work including covers for The New York Time 
Magazine, Self, and Money, still-life advertising projects, and per-
sonal projects blending technical skill with his eye for portraiture, 
he has become a master in the industry.
 Since her first meeting with Sato, artist Rebecca Segerstrom 
has put much of her creativity in design and presentation. Recog-
nizing that they both came from “snow countries” such as Hok-
kaiddo, Japan and East Prussia, Germany, where it can snow for 
days and the summers can be very similar to the Catskills, they 
decided to end their advertising photo business in New York City, 
take a leap of faith, and follow an invitation from a professional 
acquaintance to spend some time in Windham, NY. There, they 
experienced an entire summer watching the varied summer skies 
that the Catskill High Peaks is famous for.

 “We experienced a whole summer and watched the beautiful 
Catskills clouds. We watched 9/11 on television, and we contin-
ued to explore the surroundings of Windham. After a few months 
we decided to start a new life in the Catskills. We found the 1854 
Victorian mansion on Windham’s Main Street and resurrected it. 
We created a photography studio and fine art photography gallery 
for Susumu and created the Bed and Breakfast, Beds on Clouds, 
for the upstairs. Windham is called Land in the Sky and we 
thought that Beds on Clouds could be an appropriate name for 
such endeavor…. The rest is history,” said Rebecca.
 If you want to stay indoors and enjoy a leisurely turn-down 
day, you can while away the time by stroll through the Sato’s 
Photo Gallery on the first floor of the inn or converse with this 
internationally-sophisticated couple on a variety of different top-
ics in a variety of different languages! 
 For those who want to travel back in time to when Main 
Street was Main Street, Windham is just the place for you. Men’s 
Journal has called Windham “a dream town” and “one of the 20 
wildest, tastiest, smartest mountain…communities in America.”  
Here you’ll find art galleries, antiques, restaurants, and a variety of 
other small shops to quench your thirst for browsing.
 For more information or to make reservations, you can 
contact Susumu and Rebecca Segerstrom-Sato at 518 734 4692 
or visit their Web site at www.bedsonclouds.com.
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Fire ToWer MoUNTAiNs oF The CATsKiLL
ForesT Preserve: BALsAM LAKe MoUNTAiN

By Carol and David White, with Laurie Rankin

              alsam Lake Mountain is located in the southwestern Catskill 
Forest Preserve, southwest of Belleayre Mountain. From 

Sunset Lodge on Belleayre’s summit, you can just make out the 
fire tower on 3,720-foot Balsam Lake Mountain. Of the three 
approaches to the summit, the northern approach is most acces-
sible (see directions). The elevation gain to the trailhead means 
that you can summit Balsam Lake Mountain with substantially 
less climbing than if you approach the mountain from the south¹, 
although it’s still an 1100-foot ascent from Mill Brook Road.
 Cross the road from the parking area and walk a few yards 
right to the blue-marked Dry Brook Ridge trail, which is the old 
jeep road to the summit. This first stretch up is a moderate grade 
but can be very icy, so bring suitable foot gear such as micro-
spikes, stabilicers, or crampons. The trail curves around a scenic 
rock outcrop, reaches a trail register, and levels out for a substan-
tial breather before resuming the ascent. Sections can be icy or 
wet.
 After the trail swings to the right, the grade moderates 
somewhat as you climb past great rock ledges; views open up over 
terrain that drops steeply down the mountainside. The trail levels 

out for a surprising distance before resuming a steadier ascent up 
an area open to the west winds and often covered in snowdrifts. 
Where the trail levels and swings right, an informal path to near-
by 3,868-foot Graham Mountain does a nearly hairpin turn left 
toward Graham, one of the larger trailless peaks in the Catskills, 
with fine winter views. (The path is not obvious in winter. To 
hike Graham, which is on private property, seek permission by 
contacting William Scholl at 845 586 4056, the caretaker for 
Furlough Properties. A guidebook, appropriate Catskill map, and 
compass/GPS are essential, especially for hiking trailless peaks.) 
 Proceed on the blue-marked trail toward Balsam Lake Moun-
tain, soon reaching a junction with the red-marked Balsam Lake 
Trail at 2.25 miles. Leaving the blue-marked trail, pass a barrier 
gate and begin a 0.75-mile steady ascent to the summit. Partway 
up, you can see the remnants of an old television relay station on 
the summit of Graham to the east. Level trail offers a welcome 
breather, followed by final ascents up scenic ledges and a lovely 
walk on level terrain through snowy evergreens as you approach 
the fire tower. Visit http://beebehill.info/balsamlake/ for more 
information.

B

The fire observer’s cabin on Balsam Lake Mountain. Photo by Laurie Rankin
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Balsam Lake Mountain Then and Now
by Laurie Rankin
My father, Larry Baker, was the observer on Balsam Lake Mountain 
for many years of his Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) career. He kept watch for fires from the summit tower, 
kept the lines of communication open, participated in searches for 
missing hikers and lost children, led recovery parties into plane 
crashes, did trail work, fought forest fires and provided hiker educa-
tion nearly every day. We often joined him on the mountain as he 
worked every weekend. I knew we were getting close to the top 
when I could hear the “tower bird” singing (I found out later that it 
was the song of the white throated sparrow that lives in the summit 
firs each summer). I always enjoyed this time greatly!
 As times changed, the way of life in New York changed. 
Trains were no longer such an important and common mode of 
transportation, thus there were fewer fires started due to their 
passing. Logging practices changed and there was less slash in 
the forest. People stopped burning trash and fall leaves in their 
back yards, but took trash to landfills and bagged or recycled 
leaves. My father’s job changed as well. He spent more time on 
trail work, search and rescue², and trash pick up. He still watched 
vigilantly for fires from the tower, but so did airplanes. Com-
munication systems had improved; rather than having to pick up 
the phone in the tower (after repairing the phone line first) to call 
“Balsam Lake in service” each morning to the local ranger, he now 
picked up a radio microphone and called the same thing state-

wide. More homes had phones, and now most have cell phones 
to call any fire sightings in immediately. My father, as the last full 
time observer on Balsam Lake Mountain, moved on to another 
position within the DEC, and the tower, cabin, and mountaintop 
lost their caretaker. 
 The last time my father and I visited the summit before 2000 
was a stormy, foggy day. We had no desire to climb the tower 
with no views, and I was thankful—it was hard for him to see the 
roof torn off the tower, the steps removed and broken glass from 
the windows everywhere. The clearing contained lots of trash. The 
cabin door stood open, and animals now occupied the space. It 
was a very sad visit.
 Fast forward to October 2000, following an initiative by the 
Catskill Center for Conservation and Development (CCCD) and 
the DEC to refurbish fire towers. A crowd nearing one hundred 
stood on the summit as those involved explained how large the 
task had been. My mother and I were part of that crowd and 
overjoyed to see the tower with a shiny new stainless steel roof, 
glass all replaced, and a fresh coat of gray paint on both the steel 
and the new wooden landings and steps. The cabin had been 
taken back from the animals and secured from the elements. 
There is a new lean-to about half a mile from the summit, placed 
there with a cooperative effort between the Catskill 3500 Club 
and the DEC. All that the mountaintop lacked was that caretaker. 
 The CCCD and the DEC solicited volunteers to man the 
tower each weekend between Memorial Day and Columbus 
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Day each year. I volunteered and in 2010, became the volunteer 
coordinator for this mountain; our caretaker/volunteers are an 
awesome group! They do routine maintenance on the tower, 
the cabin, the trails, the spring and the lean-to. They greet and 
educate visitors every weekend. The cabin has become a museum 
regarding the importance of fire towers and their observers. We 
have lots of Smokey the Bear information on plants and ani-
mals as well as fire prevention. We have the history of wildland 
fire fighting and the tools that those fire fighters used. We have 
pictures, personal stories, and history from Balsam Lake Moun-
tain on display, such as when the horses brought the steel up the 
mountain for the fire tower. We still have the phone in the cabin, 
the old original alidade³ map, hiking maps, and a weather sta-
tion. Our volunteers will take you on a tour of the cabin and will 
also offer you the opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt 
around the summit area where you can learn more of the history 
of the mountain and the unique summit vegetation. Up in the 
tower, we have binoculars, hiking maps and our alidade map. Vol-
unteers explain what you are seeing, including several states on a 
clear day! They’ll explain how observers spotted a fire, triangulated 
it with other fire towers, phoned it in and either went to fight the 
fire or monitored progress from on high. 
 In 2004, the local ranger needed assistance for a work project 
on the mountain and asked my father to help. He and four 
generations of our family accomplished the work, and it was fit-

ting that the sun shone brightly on this mountain caretaker. Dad 
still lives close by and we stop in to let him know how things are 
on the mountain, who our latest volunteers are, the wildlife we 
saw, and the children who climbed. He still cares, as do the many 
volunteers who keep the towers, cabins and mountains well taken 
care of. The vigilance continues!

¹  If approaching Balsam Lake Mountain from the end of Beaver 
Kill Road, the ascent to the fire tower is 1600 vertical feet in 1.8 
miles, starting on the south end of the Dry Brook Ridge Trail 
and then climbing the Balsam Lake Mountain Trail to the sum-
mit. A quarter-mile from the summit, the 5.9-mile Mill Brook 
Ridge Trail comes in from the east end of Alder Lake; the Beaver 
Meadow lean-to is located 1.5 miles from the lake. (Alder Lake is 
at the end of County Route 54; see travel directions). 
²  Among many stories, three Boy Scouts were found by Mr. 
Baker after they were reported lost on the mountain. He was 
called at 11 pm and found the boys huddled, cold and wet, in the 
lean-to about half a mile from the tower. He brought them down 
to Mill Brook Road by 5 am and they were returned to camp. 
The boys had been hiking with a dozen others for ten miles from 
the scout reservation through challenging terrain, and the boys 
became separated from their party; half an inch of rain fell on the 
mountain and by nightfall they were lost.  
³  An alidade is a small mounted telescope used to get an exact 
directional sighting on smoke.

Carol and David White are authors of Catskill Day Hikes for All 
Seasons (Adirondack Mountain Club, 2002) and editors of Catskill 
Trails, 3rd edition: Volume 8 (Forest Preserve Series, Adirondack 
Mountain Club, 2005). Carol is editor of Catskill Peak Experienc-
es: Mountaineering Tales of Endurance, Survival, Exploration & 
Adventure from the Catskill 3500 Club (Black Dome Press, 2008). 
Signed copies of all of these books are available at the Village Square 
Bookstore and Literary Arts Center in Hunter, NY.

To reach the Trailheads and Parking Areas:
The most accessible approach to Balsam Lake Mountain is 
south from Route 28 in Arkville on County Route 49 (Dry 
Brook Road), just west of the bridge over Dry Brook. Travel 
6.1 miles to Mill Brook Road, turn right for 2.2 miles up 
Mill Brook Road to the DEC parking area. Because narrow 
winding Mill Brook Road climbs about 900 feet, it is best 
not to travel in fresh snowfall. 
 To approach from the south, at Livingston Manor on 
I-86/Route 17 exit 96, take the first two right turns. Proceed 
0.3 miles, and turn right on County Route 151, which be-
comes Route152 and part of Route 54 (same road) for four-
teen miles to Beaver Kill Road. Where Rt. 54 turns north to 
Alder Lake after Turnwood, continue straight on Beaver Kill 
Road, which is a scenic drive for nine more miles to Quaker 
Clearing, the DEC parking area. 

The fire tower Balsam Lake Mountain. Photo by Laurie Rankin
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estination Weekend Weddings have become increasingly 
more popular. Briefly stated, a Destination Weekend Wed-

ding is a weekend wedding in which the couple and their family 
or bridal parties take a space at an inn, lodge, bed and breakfast, 
hotel or resort. Often, they get exclusive use of the space, and, 
where necessary, the remainder of the guests are housed at other 
area locations.
 The objective of the couple who choose this alternative 
wedding celebration is to find a venue that will host a variety of 
activities from Friday afternoon to Sunday afternoon. On Friday, 
the wedding party checks in, gets settled and relaxes before the 
weekend events commence. This extra day gives the bride and 
her wedding party time to “hang out” and to deal with any last 
minute details. Likewise, it gives the groom the time to check 
scheduling and logistics with the point person at the venue. The 
parents, maid of honor and best man have enough time to review 
at their leisure their check lists of chores and still be left with 
plenty of time to handle any last minute glitches. Such a wedding 
is especially lovely for guests who are traveling from far away, giv-
ing them ample time to deal with any transportation changes that 
make their trip longer than anticipated.

The Schedule for the Weekend
Late Friday afternoon, or evening, is when most couples hold 
their rehearsal dinner on-site. It’s important for the couple to 
put in extra effort to avoiding hosting a “second wedding.” The 
rehearsal dinner is best when it is a casual, laid-back party, prefer-
ably held in a different space, with different food. It’s time when 
guests can let down their hair, literally and figuratively, a real foil 
for the formal wedding reception.
 Bridal couples should remember that Saturday morning’s 
breakfast may be the only food they get to eat all day, so it’s im-
portant for them to sit down to a hearty meal. Part of Saturday’s 
activities may find the bride and her bridesmaids visiting a hair 
salon, or working with a stylist who comes with her entourage to 
the destination location. The latter allows the women in the wed-
ding party to get their hair and makeup done in a more private, 
comfortable setting. Recently, another element has been added to 
the Destination Wedding, especially if it’s one where guests live 
spread throughout the state or country. The bride’s attendants can 
plan a shower for after breakfast, or combine it with a light lunch. 
If they’re really clever, they can work with the manager and make 
the event a surprise.

Destination 
Weekend Weddings
       And Tips to Make Them Work

Photo courtesy of Hunter Mountain

D
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 If the couple choose not to see one another prior to the 
wedding, the venue needs to be large enough for them to stay 
comfortably apart. Only if the venue does not afford that amount 
of privacy may it become necessary for the groom to remain at 
another location.
 Guests begin to arrive on Saturday afternoon and may 
familiarize themselves with the wedding location. A welcome 
station with very light fare is a wonderful way to greet the guests. 
In warm weather, fruit, cheese and cold drinks, like lemonade and 
punch, are appropriate. In the cooler weather, hot apple cider, 
cocoa, crackers and cheese are a good choice.
 Then comes Saturday evening and the long-awaited wedding 
reception, which presents itself as it would at a non-weekend wed-
ding. The length of the weekend events will vary from location 
to location, but the philosophy of those who host Destination-
Weekend Weddings is to allow everyone attending a feeling of ex-
clusivity, without being rushed to make way for another wedding 
party. Leisurely is the byword.
 Before, during and after the festivities, this type of venue 
also provides some quiet getaway time for the bride, the groom or 
both. Their own private bedroom can be there waiting to afford 
them that opportunity for cool down, alone time or touch-ups.
 Sunday morning arrives and everyone can sleep late. Once 
awake, the bridal party and their guests have a congenial atmo-
sphere in which to get coffee and think about having breakfast. 
Just when you think it’s all over, along comes Sunday Brunch and 

a great opportunity to spend quality time, especially with guests 
who have come from afar. After brunch the official schedule 
comes to an end and it’s time to pack up and head out.

So You Want a Destination Weekend Wedding…
If you have decided that a Destination Weekend Wedding is what 
you want, there are information and tips that may help with your 
planning. If the venue you select is neither near the bride’s home 
nor her family’s, it may prove valuable to hire a local wedding 
consultant who can help with arrangements. The time, effort and 
cost of traveling back and forth to check on and finalize details 
can be high. A wedding consultant can carry part of that burden. 
Many hotels and resorts offer a wedding consultant, wedding 
coordinator or event planner as part of their wedding packages. A 
local consultant who is familiar with the location you have chosen 
will provide her planning expertise and should have local contacts 
offering wedding-related services, to recommend.
 Some destination venues offer “throw in’s” as an incentive. 
There are those, for example, who will include the ceremony at 
no charge, with the stipulation that the couple book rooms for a 
minimum number of nights and a certain number of guests. Free-
bies can be disappointing, so make sure you know all the details, 
in advance.
 If you are getting married either out-of-state or out-of-the-
country, do a little homework to avoid difficulties. Different 
states and certainly different countries have their own marriage 
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Residency and 
Meeting Facilities

Planning a weekend or family 
gathering in the Catskills?

The Catskill Mountain Foundation has afford-
able facilities for artistic residencies, corpo-
rate retreats, and private events in a spectac-
ular natural setting only two hours from New 
York City. Our fourteen-room Sherwood 
House Hotel is situated right in the heart 
of the northern Catskill Mountains and is 
an ideal choice for groups looking for first 
class budget accommodations in one of 
New York State’s most beautiful regions.

for more information visit our Website:
www.catskillmtn.org/facilities/index.html

call: 518.263.2073
or email: imperialef@catskillmtn.org

license, waiting period and 
other regulations. Keep in mind 
that some places have residency 
requirements, lots of paperwork 
to complete, and/or substantial 
tests. If you want your marriage 
to be legal and recognized “back 
home,” you’ll want to be thor-
ough with these details.
 Because you are planning a 
long-distance wedding, you may 
need to ignore some things. Your 
special weekend wedding should, 
if all goes well, serve as a pleasant 
vacation for you, too. You can 
improve your odds of having a 
good time if you try not to get 
caught up in little details that 
keep you from enjoying your 
weekend. Don’t sweat the small 
stuff. Do only those things that you think are very important and 
then free yourself up to relax, have fun and join your guests in 
enjoying the festivities.
 Pay special attention to the way you pack. Ask your dress-
maker or bridal shop owner how best to pack your gown for 
travel. Make certain you have the correctly-sized suitcase(s) or 
box(es) ahead of time. If you are traveling by plane, take any 
items that you’ll be wearing on your wedding day with you into 
the cabin. Lost luggage is devastatingly painful where a wedding 
is concerned. There even are airlines that offer a special compart-
ment for hanging long garments, like a wedding gown. Call the 
airline in advance to avoid the hassle at the airport.
 Traditionally, invitations should be mailed four to six weeks 
before the event, but that may not be enough time for your guests 

to buy plane tickets and make travel arrangements. If the place 
you have chosen has limited lodging accommodations, some of 
your guests may need to be “housed” elsewhere, so the sooner 
they know your wedding date, the better. Get in touch with your 
guests early, with a “Save the Date” letter, an informal form letter 
that includes all the information they will need. Include infor-
mation about the venue, sites to see locally, transportation hubs 
(closest airport, closest bus depot, etc.). Information about the cli-
mate can also be very helpful for guests planning their trip. If you 
have started to set up accommodations, include that information 
too, along with any other travel information. Sending the letter 
out as early as three to four months ahead will give your guests 
ample time to take advantage of any special air fares and make 
whatever other arrangements they need.

Photo courtesy of Point Lookout Mountain Inn
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 It is your obligation to obtain or prepare a really accurate set 
of directions to the location. The way to write these instructions 
well is for you to drive the route and record the details. It is help-
ful to include not only street names, numbers of traffic lights and 
turns, but also “landmarks” along the way to forewarn drivers of 
upcoming turns. If you can, include a map.
 Do your plans well in advance of your arrival at the venue. 
Leave a few hours or a day at your destination, before your wed-
ding, for de-stressing, relaxing, unpacking and unwinding. Try 
to get as many details as possible finished up while you are still at 
home.
 Particularly with this kind of “all-inclusive” wedding, it is es-
pecially important to include all the details into a contract, which 
you should review carefully before you and the management sign.
 Your Destination-Weekend Wedding is a wonderful treat 
for your guests, so resist the urge to over-plan activities for them. 
Watch out for too many get-togethers, which will eliminate free 
time that your family and friends would enjoy. Make yourself 
aware of any special needs of your guests and make whatever ac-
commodations you can for them. If, for example, your wedding 
will be held outdoors and there’s lots of walking to do, telling 
guests to wear low heels or flat shoes will show you care. If you 
have elderly guests attending, you may wish to find out if some 
kind of transportation, like a golf cart, can be made available to 
them.

The Challenges
Couples who have an out-of-the-area Destination-Weekend 
Wedding are faced with a unique problem. When you have such 
a wedding, you are, in all likelihood, going to leave people off 
your guest list. There are several other ways to include them. One 
option is to hold a reception “locally,” at some time after the 
wedding. Make the function as elaborate or as informal as you 
wish, anything from a traditional wedding reception to something 
more informal, like a party. This option gives you the opportu-
nity to invite family and friends who couldn’t make your faraway 
wedding. It is a lovely touch, if you can, to have your wedding 
photos, even just the proofs and video to share with those guests.
 A Destination-Weekend Wedding can be great fun, but it 
also presents some special challenges. If you keep your eye on 
details, give yourself lots of time for planning, keep feelings and 
sensitivity in the equation, and remember to have a good time, 
your Destination-Weekend Wedding can be an event that makes 
wonderful memories for you and yours guests alike.

Questions to Ask
There are some things to look for and some questions to ask 
before your book a Weekend Wedding location.

1. Is there a great place for the ceremony, so that you can hold 
your ceremony and reception at a single venue and eliminate the 

Photo by Buck Spero/Catskill Mountain Studios, courtesy of Patricia Imperiale and Michael Tiano
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need for you and your guests needed go 
from one place to another?

2. Can the site accommodate the number 
of people you assume will attend?

3. Can you, the bridal party, and perhaps 
some guests stay on the site, or at least 
close by?

4. Will you feel comfortable with the 
somewhat informal morning before 
atmosphere that results from “everyone” 
being in the same place?

5. Is the bridal suite easily accessible from 
the reception area?

6. Are there sufficient time and op-
portunity to get any on-site decorating 
completed?

7. Is there a friendly and knowledgeable 
owner/manager/consultant on hand to 
provide last minute assistance, counsel-
ing, coordination or simply words of 
encouragement?

8. Is the time frame flexible enough to 
cover any unexpected delays like a mem-
ber of the bridal party being delayed?

9. Is there enough parking for everyone, 
including the band and other wedding 
services providers?

10. Are there reasonable backup plans in 
case of bad weather?

If you decide on a Destination Weekend 
Wedding, being prepared is the most 
stress-free way to plan and the key to 
making your wedding run more smoothly.
 Brides may be surprised to find that, 
compared to the average wedding today, 
a weekend wedding may actually be more 
economical. It is an alternative that is 
becoming more popular, as couples try to 
stretch a five-hour event into an extended 
celebration that will have them, their 
families and friends sharing joy-filled 
activities throughout a weekend.
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Directory of 
Wedding Services
Accommodations & Banquet, Ceremony 
and Reception Locations, Caterers
Bavarian Manor Country Inn & Restaurant, County Rte. 24, 
Purling. 18-bedroom Victorian Inn, some rooms with fireplace 
and Jacuzzis. Whole inn is available for rental, and the award-win-
ning restaurant can be booked for engagement parties, rehearsal 
dinners. Catering available. 518 622 3261 or www.bavarian-
manor.com

Bistro Brie & Bordeaux, 5386 Main Street, Windham. A French 
country restaurant in the heart of the Catskill Mountains. Serving 
dinner Wednesday through Sunday nights. Catering available. 
518 734 4911, www.bistrobb.com

Gardner Inn, 2684 Route 296, Hunter. Newly renovated inn, 
with contemporary furnishings. 8 bedrooms, lounge with fire-
place and bar, living, dining, games rooms, and kitchen. Ample 
parking and a fantastic view of Hunter Mountain. 518 263 9939, 
www.gardnerinn.net

Greenville Arms, 11135 Route 32, Greenville. 15 guest rooms 
with private baths, full breakfast, afternoon tea and cookies. Six 
acres with lawns, gardens and woods. Handmade gourmet choco-
lates available. 888 665 0044, www.GreenvilleArms.com

Hunter Inn, Route 23A, Hunter. Combination of country inn 
ambiance and small-hotel hospitality. 42 spacious and well-
appointed rooms, romantic fireplace lobby, cocktail lounge, game 
room, workout room and soothing outdoor hot tub. Guests are 
also treated to a sumptuous, full buffet breakfast. 518 263 3777, 
1 800 270 3992 or www.hunterinn.com

Hunter Mountain, off Rte. 23A, Hunter. The staff at Hunter will 
take the time and custom tailor your event, and do whatever it 
takes to make your wedding perfect and worry-free. The Copper 
Tree Restaurant can easily acommodate up to 250 people. Patio 
for outdoor entertaining, and a deck suitable for cocktail parties. 
Call our wedding coordinator at 518 263 4223 ext. 3019, or visit 
www.KaatskillMtnClub.com or www.HunterMtn.com

Photo courtesy of Windham Mountain
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Last Chance Cheese Antiques & Cafe, 6009 Main Street, Tan-
nersville. Classic comfort food in a relaxed atmosphere. Over 300 
beers and 100 cheeses on the menu. Event space available. 518 
589 6424, www.lastchanceonline.com

Point Lookout Mountain Inn, Rte. 23, East Windham. We are 
famous for our 180 mile five-state view. Enjoy this fine-dining 
family restaurant featuring a fireplace and the spectacular view.We 
specialize in weddings & catered events with high quality food 
& exceptional service. We can accommodate up to 150 invite, 
a charming 14 room country inn & ceremonies performed on 
premises. 518 734 3381, www.pointlookoutinn.com

Villa Vosilla Resort & Restaurant, Rte. 23A, Tannersville. The 
finest in home cooked Italian American cuisine. Let us custom-
ize your overnight or destination weekend wedding & carry the 
spirit of the evening throughout the entire weekend. Gather with 
family & friends & the party never ends. 518 589 5060 or www.
villavosilla.com

Windham Mountain, South St., Windham. Rehearsals, ceremo-
nies, receptions and lodging. Breathtaking views, sunlit rooms, 
delectable cuisine. The natural beauty and relaxed elegance of 
Windham Mountain will make every moment of your wedding 
unforgettable. 518 734 4300, ext. 1134 or www.windhammoun-
tain.com

Gifts
Astor House, 5980 Main Street, Tannersville. Visit our eclectic 
shop of classic and whimsical gifts set in a beautiful restored 

Victorian. Browse through our collection of housewares and an-
tiques. View artwork by local artists in the upstairs gallery. Local 
products always available! www.astorhouseshop.com

Moose Crossing, Route 28, Shokan. Offering custom uphol-
stered, twig and Shaker furniture. Antler chandeliers, Pendleton, 
Woolrich clothing and blankets, lamps, linens and wall decor. 
Adirondack-style gifts and accessories. 845 657 9792, www.rustic-
cabin.com

Tannersville General Store, 6014 Main Street, Tannersville. The 
old fashioned general store of yesteryear, with something for ev-
eryone: a candy counter, stuffed animals, kitchen items, sundries, 
gifts for your pet, furniture and much more! 518 589 6777

Traphagen’s Honey, Route 23A, Hunter (one mile west of Post 
Office). Over 30 flavors of gourmet honey, plus homemade jellies 
and jams, gourmet salad dressings, herbal teas, pancake mix, cus-
tom baskets, pure maple syrup, beeswax candles, natural beauty 
products. Cheesecakes in many flavors—including chocolate, 
chocolate amaretto, kahlua and amaretto cream. 518 263 4150

Wine & Liquor
Hunter Village Wines & Liquors, 7947 Main Street, Hunter. 
Wide variety of domestic and imported wines, in addition to a 
selection of fine spirits. 518 263 4184

The Wine Cellar, Catskill Valley Plaza, Route 9W, Catskill. The 
best prices and selection in Greene and Columbia counties. 518 
943 4630

Photo courtesy of Hunter Mountain
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feBrUArY  AT THe CATskiLL MoUnTAin foUnDATion

wHere THe PerforMing ArTs, ArTs & CrAfTs, Movies, Books, greAT fooD, AnD gooD frienDs MeeT

Mountain cineMa
At the Doctorow Center for the Arts, Main street, Hunter

February Schedule for Screen Two, the only place on the Mountain Top
to see the  best Foreign and Independent Films 

Ticket Prices: $8 / $6 seniors & children under 11
Film schedule subject to change, please call ahead to confirm: 518 263 2002 (recorded messages)

or visit www.catskill mtn.org. 

ALL gooD THings (RATed R, 101 MiNuTeS)
DireCTeD BY
AnDrew JAreCki
 inspired by the most notorious missing person’s case 
in New York history, All Good Things is a love story and 
murder mystery set against the backdrop of a New York 
real estate dynasty in the 1980s. The film was inspired 
by the story of Robert durst, scion of the wealthy durst 
family. Mr. durst was suspected but never tried for kill-
ing his wife, Kathie, who disappeared in 1982 and was 
never found. 2/4–2/6. Friday 7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; 
Sunday 2:15, 4:15 & 7:15

“A spellbinding true crime story. A potent and provoca-
tive movie with terrific performances. Kirsten Dunst is 
heartbreakingly good and Ryan Gosling gets so deep 
into character you can feel his nerve endings.”

—Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

2011 osCAr-noMinATeD sHorT fiLMs:
Live ACTion
The live-action short films that have been nominated for 
a 2011 Oscar. Nominated films not available at press time: 
please log on to www.catskillmtn.org for the complete 
list. 2/11–2/13. Friday 7:15; Saturday 7:15; Sunday 2:15

2011 osCAr-noMinATeD sHorT fiLMs:
AniMATeD
The animated short films that have been nominated 
for a 2011 Oscar. Nominated films not available at press 
time: please log on to www.catskillmtn.org for the com-
plete list. 2/12–2/13. Saturday 4:15; Sunday 4:15 & 7:15

Inspector Bellamy
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Looking for
PALLADin

(uNRATed,
115 MiNuTeS)

DireCTeD BY 

AnDrZeJ krAkowski
Hollywood talent agent Josh Ross is sent to Guatemala 
to find Oscar-winning actor Jack Palladin (Ben Gazzara). 
The search is emotionally complicated as the long-time 
retired star was once married to Josh’s late mother. 
Josh’s contempt for the old actor mirrors his comedic 
distaste for the local community whose help he desper-
ately needs to find him. What he hopes will be a quick 
and lucrative deal turns into a soul-searching journey 
for both as the two must confront the past they had 
forsaken. 2/18–2/20. Friday 7:15; Saturday 4:15 & 7:15; 
Sunday 7:15

“Ben Gazzara proves once again why he’s endured as 
one of the screen’s most popular and powerful per-
formers. The cinematography beautifully captures the 
dramatic hues of the gorgeous textiles, shifting moods 
and architectural spelndors of Guatemala.”

—Rex Reed, The New York Observer

insPeCTor
BeLLAMY

(uNRATed,
106 MiNuTeS)

DireCTeD BY

CLAUDe CHABroL
Two of the giants of 

French cinema, Claude Chabrol and Gerard depardieu, 
team up for the only time for the director’s 50th and 
final feature film, a wry thriller about a police com-
missioner trying to balance professional instinct with 
family duty. Once again, Paul Bellamy (depardieu) and 
his wife are spending their vacation at her family home 
in a quiet town. But just as they’re settling into their 
reassuringly predictable holiday routine, his perennially 
troubled younger brother shows up, joined by a myste-
rious stranger seeking Bellamy’s protection. in French 
with english subtitles. 2/25–2/27. Friday 7:15; Saturday 
4:15 & 7:15; Sunday 7:15

“Serious entertainment. It’s loaded with the virtues 
that characterized Claude Chabrol’s remarkable career.”
—J. Hoberman, The Village Voice

Hi Def oPerA
AT THe DoCTorow CenTer for THe 

ArTs, MAin sTreeT, HUnTer

CAvALLeriA 
rUsTiCAnA 
& PAgLiACCi 
PeRfORmeD AT 

lA SCAlA, mIlAN
Sunday, february 20 and

Sunday, february 27 at 2:15 pm
Tickets: $20

2 hours, 55 minutes with one intermission
In Italian with english subtitles  

Cavalleria Rusticana
A Sicilian village, c. 1890. early on easter morn-
ing, Turiddu sings about his former beloved, Lola, 
now the wife of a wine carter, Alfio. As the town 
stirs, Santuzza, Turiddu’s neglected sweetheart, 
comes looking for the handsome youth at the 
tavern of his mother. Santuzza learns that Turiddu 
has taken up with Lola again, and tells Alfio of his 
wife’s infidelity. Alfio challenges Turiddu to duel 
with knives in a nearby orchard. Turiddu is killed.

Pagliacci
Southern italy, around 1865-70. excited villagers 
mill about as a small theatrical road company 
arrives at the outskirts of a Calabrian town. Canio, 
head of the troupe, has a beautiful young wife, 
Nedda, who is cheating on her husband with 
Silvio, has persuaded her to run away with him. 
Before long the jealous husband learns of the af-
fair, but Nedda refuses to identify her lover, even 
when threatened. 
 Later that evening, the villagers, Silvio among 
them, assemble to see the play Pagliaccio e Co-
lombina. The play’s tale of a cheating wife who, 
with her lover, plots to kill her husband, enflames 
Canio’s jealousy and he demands that Nedda 
reveal her lover’s name. She tries to continue with 
the play, the audience applauding the realism of 
the “acting.” Maddened by her defiance, Canio 
stabs Nedda and then Silvio, who has rushed for-
ward from the crowd to help her. Canio cries out 
that the comedy is ended. 



26 • www.catskillregionguide.com

BLACk swAn
DireCTeD BY DArren AronofskY
Starring Natalie Portman, mila Kunis, Winona Ryder
A ballet dancer wins the lead in “Swan Lake” and is 
perfect for the role of the delicate White Swan—Prin-
cess Odette—but slowly loses her mind as she becomes 
more and more like Odile the Black Swan. 

127 HoUrs
DireCTeD BY DAnnY BoYLe
Starring James franco, Kate mara, Amber Tamblyn
A mountain climber becomes trapped under a boulder 
while canyoneering alone near Moab, utah and resorts 
to desperate measures in order to survive.

JUsTin BieBer: never sAY never
DireCTeD BY Jon CHU
Starring Justin Bieber, miley Cyrus, Jaden Smith
Follows Justin Bieber with some footage of performanc-
es from his 2010 concert tour. 

JUsT go wiTH iT
DireCTeD BY Dennis DUgAn
Starring Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston
A man enlists the help of a woman and her kids to land 
the woman of his dreams. 

THe DiLeMMA
DireCTeD BY ron HowArD
Starring Vince Vaughn, Kevin James, Winona Ryder
A man discovers that his best friend’s wife is having an 
affair. 

rABBiT HoLe
DireCTeD BY JoHn CAMeron MiTCHeLL
Starring Nicole Kidman, Aaron eckhart, Dianne Wiest
Life for a happy couple is turned upside down after 
their young son dies in an accident. 

i AM nUMBer foUr
DireCTeD BY D.J. CArUso
Starring Alex Pettyfer, Timothy Olyphant, Dianna Agron
John is an extraordinary teen, masking his true identity 
and passing as a typical high school student to elude a 
deadly enemy seeking to destroy him. 

THe eAgLe
DireCTeD BY kevin MACDonALD
Starring Channing Tatum, Jamie Bell, Donald Sutherland
in Roman-ruled Britain, a young Roman soldier endeav-
ors to honor his father’s memory by finding his lost 
legion’s golden emblem. 

In the Doctorow Center for the Arts
Main Street, Village of Hunter

Screens One and Three, showing
the best of first-run Hollywood films. 

We show the very best Hollywood films available each 
week. The following are some films that we may

show during the month of February.

For the most up-to-date schedule, call 518 263 2002 or
check www.catskillmtn.org. While there, sign up for our e-mail updates so 

you can get the newest schedule delivered to your e-mail box each week!
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FResH HaRVest caFÉ 
CuISIne by exeCutIve Chef, mIChael Cotrone 

French Culinary institute 2001

featuring a full breakfast and lunch menu, to eat in or take out, 
plus delicious house-made desserts! everything is made from 

scratch, using local ingredients whenever possible.

Thai-Italia saturday nights
every saturday night, 5 pm to 10 pm

featuring classic italian and Asian specialties.  

FResH HaRVest MaRket 
Featuring produce from our own natural agricultural farm, 

produce from other farms in the region and locally made food 
and healthcare products.

kaateRskill Fine aRts
AN eVeR CHANGING SeleCTION Of fINe ARTS AND exquISITe CRAfTS

HUnTer viLLAge sqUAre | 7950 MAin sT/rTe. 23A, HUnTer
518 263 2060 | gallery@catskillmtn.org | www.catskillmtn.org/gallery

gALLerY HoUrs: Mon., THUr., fri. 10AM-5PM, sAT. 10AM–7PM, sUn. 11AM-5PM

BeLLA TUsCAnY: froM fieLD skeTCH To finisHeD work
throuGh marCh 13, 2011

A group of four Catskill Region artists who generally paint from 
Artists’ Rock to Platte Clove to Olana to Kaaterskill Falls travelled 
in the spring of 2010 to paint on location in the beautiful hilltown 
of Barga, a medieval walled city about 20 miles north of Lucca, 
italy. They brought back with them a range of sketches in pencil, 
oil and pastel. These sketches then became the foundation for 
finished works of art, which will be exhibited at the Kaaterskill 
Gallery through March 13. The four exhibitors include some of the 
Catskill Region’s most beloved landscape painters: Mara Lehmann 
from Haines Falls, Michelle Moran from Woodstock, Carol Slutzky-
Tenerowicz from elka Park and Marianne Tully from Stone Ridge.

“Su
n

b
u

rst o
ver B

arg
a H

illsid
e,” 

b
y M

ara Leh
m

an
n

HUnTer viLLAge sqUAre
7950 MAin sT/rTe. 23A / 518 263 2050 

HoUrs: ThuR. & FRi. 10AM-5PM,
SAT. 10AM–7PM, Sun. 11AM-5PM

Village sQuaRe BookstoRe
and liteRaRy aRts centeR

During the month of 
february:

10% off on any book or 
item in the Village Square 
Bookstore unless already 
discounted.

Why?

Because we love our customers.

Happy Valentine’s Day from the Catskill 
Mountain Foundation’s Village Square 

Bookstore staff

HoUrs:  w & TH 10am–5pm, f 10am–6pm, sT 9:30am–6pm,

sU 9:30am–5pm. closed monday and tuesday.
7950 MAin sT./rTe.23A, viLLAge of HUnTer, nY

518-263-2071 • www.CATskiLLMTn.org

Mango Salad with Seared 
Salmon, one of the entrees 
available at Thai-Italia Night
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ouR 2011 couRse scHedule is 
noW aVailaBle! sign uP noW!

ceramics courses:
Basics & Beyond

with Susan beecher

clay for seniors

with Susan beecher

Family Fun with clay

with maureen donovan-Garcia

sensational salt Fire!

with Susan beecher

Begin, Refresh & Refine!
throwing & decorating techniques

with michael boyer

and many more!

Painting courses:
Plein air Painting on the Mountain top

with Judith orseck Katz

and don’t forget about our beautiful
on-campus Housing!

Sherwood House is a 14-room facility located beside
the newly landscaped Batavia Kill Creek. each room is 

beautifully furnished and air conditioned.
Rooms are first-come, first-serve, so call early

for reservations.

look for our summer course brochure, or log 
onto www.sugarmaples.org. For more informa-

tion, to register or to make reservations for 
housing, call Fran imperiale at 518 263 2073.

Susan Beecher Maureen Donovan-Garcia

highlights of the 2011 
PeRfoRMANCe seAsoN
Doctorow Center for the Arts (DCA)

7971 Main Street, Rte. 23A, Village of Hunter, NY
Reservations/info:  518 263 2063 www.catskillmtn.org

high PeAKs MUsiC festiVAl
MUsiC With AltitUDe!

Presented in partnership with Close Encounters with Music, 
Yehuda Hanani, Artistic Director

special Week-long event, August 27–september 4
Daily Master Classes, Workshops, Concerts and Lectures,

all Open to the Public!

saturday, August 27
opening gala Concert featuring:

  • Cellist Yehuda hanani, world renowned cellist,
 teacher, performer
 • Pianist James tocco, who enjoys international renown
 as a recitalist, orchestral soloist, chamber musician, and
 pedagogue at the absolute peak of his talent
 • Violinist shmuel Ashkenazi, guru to chamber musicians
 all over the world, founder of the Vermeer String Quartet,
 and first prize winner of the Tchaikovsky Competition

Featuring a program including the celebratory Mendelssohn C 
minor piano trio, Beethoven trio opus 11 in B-flat major, and bril-
liant solo piano works.

sunday, september 4
Closing Concert featuring American guitar Master eliot fisk 

and Acclaimed Cellist Yehuda hanani
This unconventional and varied evening will highlight works by 
Boccherini, Bach, Paganini, Albeniz, Villa-Lobos and de Falla for 
flavors ranging from Baroque to Flamenco.

steVeN e. gReeNsteiN PiANo 
ColleCtioN gRAND oPeNiNg

June 11
opening gala Jazz Concert featuring the Roland hanna trio
This June, we’ll celebrate the Grand Opening of the Steven E. 
Greenstein Piano Collection with a performance by the Roland 
Hanna Trio playing a piano owned by the jazz great, Sir Roland 
Hanna. The expanded collection includes four new pianos, tun-
ing tools from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, 19th and 20th 
century piano shawls, demonstration piano actions used by piano 
salesmen, and magazines and catalogs from 19th century piano 
manufacturers and tool makers.

Cellist Yehuda Hanani 
Photo by Judith Grunberg

Guitarist Eliot Fisk 
Photo by Keitaro Yoshioka
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2010 Grand Benefactor
When a small group of compassionate citizens came together some years ago, their purpose was quite simple: to 
enrich life on the mountaintop. This progressive group of second homeowners, soon to become the Windham 

Chapter, has taken many small steps to make great strides in our community. As a division of the Catskill Mountain 
Foundation, the Windham Chapter is committed to supporting projects in the arts, education, and recreation.

Their impact has been felt on many levels; from the very public to the intensely personal: radio and emergency 
equipment for local firefighters, medical care for families, band uniforms for WAJ students and college scholarships 
for deserving graduates. This group saw a need and made a commitment to help fill it. Since 2003, the Windham 

Chapter has awarded nearly 2 million dollars to local non-profit organizations.

Some people want things to happen, some people wish things to happen...

The Windham Chapter makes things happen.

Windham Chapter Grant Recipients
2010 Windham World Cup Bike Festival; Windham-Ashland-Jewett (WAJ) Central School Facade Restoration; 
Athletic Equipment, Tennis and Basketball Courts and Distance Learning Center; Windham Library Summer 

Reading Program; Sugar Maples Art Explorers Program; Mountain Top Friends of the Animals Spay and Neuter 
Program; Cornell Cooperative Extension Sustainable Living; Windham Family Medical Center; Windham Historical 

Society;•Mountain Top Little League Sign; VFW Building Restoration Project; Mountain Top Historical Society; 
Girls Quest;WAJ Outstanding Student Scholarship Award; Mountain Top Soccer League; Windham Food Pantry; 

Windham Mountain Biking Team; Greene County Council on the Arts; Windham Chamber Music Festival.

The Windham Chapter is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, governed by an all-volunteer board.

Windham Chapter 
P.O. Box 600 

Windham, NY 12496 
www.windhamchapter.com




