By Gracie Kirkwood

The envelope was marked “Top Secret and Confidential” and was not to be opened until June 24, at the Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School auditorium, which is when graduating senior, Cira Conlin first learned that she had been awarded the Windham Chapter Outstanding Student Award.  
“ My jaw dropped when I opened the envelope,” confided Cira from her vacation spot on Long Island. 

“I felt honored to be selected by The Windham Chapter,” she added. “This scholarship will help me to represent my home town of Windham while pushing me to do my very best. Both my mother and father were proud of my accomplishment as well. And, relieved of financial stress, of course.”
Cira, who plans to attend Columbia-Greene Community College for two years and then—“hopefully”—transfer to SUNY New Paltz where she will major in Art Education or Art Therapy, is typical of the type of student who is likely to be awarded a Windham Chapter college scholarship. Cira describes herself as” very involved” in extra curricular activities throughout her high school career. Indeed, she was a member of the high school Art Club, Science Club, Soccer, Cheerleading, The Peer Buddy Program, and Drama Club. 

Cira, who first heard about the Windham Chapter scholarship from teachers and staff at the Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School, has this advice for future W-A-J students who may be thinking of applying for this scholarship. “Always push yourself beyond expectations in order to do your very best in life, it makes you an individual.”
At $12,000 per year, the Windham Chapter of the Catskill Mountain Foundation is the largest contributor to college scholarships at Windham-Ashland-Jewett. The scholarship, awarded each year for the last 8 years to a single student, is paid out in $1,500 increments per semester and is grade-sensitive. Each of the recipients had to compete for the scholarship. Windham Chapter sets the criteria and the school selects the recipient. Award winners must maintain a 3.0 grade point average to maintain their scholarships. To date, the Windham Chapter has given out almost $100,000 to Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School graduates, a fact of which they are extremely proud.
“Children need role models,” says Windham Chapter board member Phyllis Parrish. “They need to be inspired to achieve. We live in a community where many are struggling economically. Three thousand dollars per year, $12,000 over the course of 4 years, can be an incentive for kids to want to go to college. It’s a start anyway.”

As for Cira, she’s still counting her blessings as she enjoys her last vacation as a high school student and prepares to enter the world of adulthood. “I would like to thank the Windham Chapter and the members who made this possible for me,” she said at the end of this interview. “ I am so blessed to have been given this opportunity and will do my best to make you proud.”
